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Preliminary Diſſertation. 


See IE Privilege of addreſſing Our= 5 
N T ES ſelves to our Maker, and enjoy= 
j ing before hand that Intercourſe, 
1 Segen which we hope and believe will 
be our Employment and Felicity through 
the Ages of Eternity, is the greateſt that 
We are capable of in this World; and is 
more or leſs valued, juſt in Proportion 5 
the Influence that Religion has over Us. It 


is in this Reſpect an uſeful Criterion to 


diſtinguiſh our State, and to open to our- 
ſelves the Knowlege of our own Hearts. 
An habitual Diſaſe of Devotion leaves no 
Room to miſtake our Condition, but is a 


ſure Proof of a hardened and abandoned 
Diſpoſition. A cold and infrequent Applica- 


E tion to it ſhews that We have placed our - 
8 1 Affec- . 


ii Preliminary Diſſertation. 


Affections on ſome other Object than that 
which ought to be our principal Aim; whilſt 
a rational Satisfaction in the punctual Return 
to the proper Seaſons of Devotion, ſhews 
the Heart to be right; and that We conſider 
this World, as Providence defigned it, as a 
probationary Paſſage to another. 

It might well have been hoped, that with 
Reſpect to fo rational, ſo eaſy, fo delightful 
2 Duty as that of Prayer, the Miniſters of 
the Goſpel ſhould have had Nothing to do, 
burt to illuſtrate and recommend the Practice 
of it; and that our Exhortations on this 
Subject ſhould not have been interrupted by 
Argumentation and Controverſy. Vet we 
muſt with Concern acknowledge, that even 
here the moſt contradictory Extremes have 
been advanced. Difficulties have been urged, 
which neither Reaſon nor Religion could 
have ſuggeſted; and We have been called 
on by Some, to vindicate the Liberty of 
praying to our Maker at all; and by 3 Baa 5 
to vindicate the Liberty of doing any Thing 
elſe in this World but praying. 
Thoſe natural and moral a e of the 
Deity, which are the very Foundation of 
the Obligation of this Duty, and the great 
Encouragement to the Diſcharge of it, have 
been made the Grounds of Oe againſt 
5 2 


Preliminary Difſirtation. ES 


it. It is a dreadful Truth, that Diſcourſes 
ö tare been profeſſedly publiſhed to under- 


mine all the Comfort, and Piety, and Vir- 


tue, which conſiſt in and proceed from our 

ſerious and devout Applications to the Deity. 
But it will be a more pleaſing Taſk, and 
more pertinent to the Delign of the enſuing 

Performance, to obiate than to repeat and 


confute the Objections of thoſe, who muſt . 
long and far have wandered from the Paths 


of Truth, and muſt have ſpeculated deeply = 


. to overturn all Religion, and Morality, and 


. Human Comfort, before They could think 


that they had diſcerned, or could delight to 
have proclaimed, that there was no Ground 


or Reaſon for Man to addreſs HimlelF to his 


Maker. : 
For let Us examine Ourſelves, look into : 


| Y our own Hearts, and ſee whether W e do not 
find ſome innate Evidence, as it were, of our 


Obligation to this Duty. Have We not a 
Cynſlitutional Tendency to Devotion, which the 
wiſe Author of our Nature has implanted in 
Us, to raiſe Us to Himſelf, and to prevent a 
total Addiction to worldly Affections and 


1 Deſires? Do we not feel this natural Diſpo- 5 


ſition to apply to a ſupreme Power for Re- 


pr lief and Support? And under a Senſe of 


prevent Diſtreſs, Does not this Call of Nature 
B 2 antici- 


iy Preliminary Diſſertation. 


anticipate any Searches into the Obligations 
of this Duty, and produce immediate and 


. almoſt involuntary Ejaculations. 


From Nature let us advance to Argu- 
ment, and examine this Practice by the cool- 
eſt Dictates of Reaſon. Is it not fit in itſelf, 
that a dependent Creature ſhould own his 
Dependence on his Creator, ſhould apply to 


the only Power that can relieve Him, and 


_ thankfully e 7 the Relief that He 


has been bleſſed with? What Duty can pol- 


ſibly be argued from the Nature and Fitneſs 
of Things, if This of Devotion cannot; if it 


can be allowable for Man to live regardleſs 


of Him, from whom he has received all 
that He has; and from whom He expects all 
that He hopes for; and in whom, according 
to the ſtricteſt Philoſophy as well as ſureſt 
Revelation, He Hives and moves and has his 
Being? If this Relation to the Author of 
our Beings, the Giver of all our Faculties, 
and Diſpenſer of all our Bleſſings, does not 
bind Us to a Return of Supplications and 
Thankſgivings, the Law of Nature means 
Nothing; and the Rale of Right, which has 
deen ſometimes offered as the Standard of 
| Duty, in Oppoſition to Revelation, muſt be 
intended only to prove our ſole Right to the 
Management of Ourſelves, 
:. Net” Wrap But 


Preliminary Diſſertation. 7 LY 


© But beſides this more abſtracted Confider- 8 
ation of the Fitneſs of the Thing, let Us con- 
ſider the Effects of Prayer with Reſpect both 


to our Maker and to Ourſelves; and This 
will farther open to Us both the Obrgation 


of this Duty, and the UL ;faom of its Ap- 


pointment. 

Wie know very well, that No Man can 
be profitable unto God, as He that is wiſe 
may be profitable unto Himſelf, Our Good- 


niels extendeth not unto Him, nor is his Hap- 


pineſs increaſed by all the Services that We 


can perform. Vet is He pleaſed to accept 


cur Services, and even to ſtile them ſuch, 


N | mage to repreſent it as promoting his Glory, 


to publiſh his Praiſes amongſt Men, and 
: 5 excite Others to the Adoration of Him. 


Now Prayer is the beſt Means to this End, 


the moſt immediate Inſtrument by which 
We publiſh our own Senſe of our Depen- 
| dence on Divine Providence; and thereby 
call our Fellow Creatures to the ſame Ac- 
knowledgment. It is a plain Teſtimony of 
our Belief of the almighty Power and Wiſ- 
dom and Goodneſs that govern the World, 
| a Declaration of our Truſt in theſe Divine 
Attributes; and as ſach is a Proof to the 
Reſt of Mankind, of that which We eſteem 
their only Refuge in all their Wants or 


. 


* Preliminary Diſfertation. 
Diſtreſſee. Thus every Prayer includes ſome 
kind of Praiſe; It is an Homage paid to the 
Sovereignty of the Creator; a Confeſſion of 
the Neceſſity of the Aſſiſtance which We 
ſupplicate; and it implies the true and hum 
ble Acknowledgment of our own natural 
and moral Weakneſs, This is therefore 
ſetting forth the Honour of Goa, as much as 
any Act of Man can do it. It is the right 
Method of publiſhing and eſtabliſhing the 
general Belief of a ſuperintending Provi- 
dence. 

Again, The Eee of” habitual Prayer upon 
Ourſelves is great and evident, and an un- 
doubted Proof of the Obligation and Advan- 
lage of it. This is the great Method of 
keeping up in Ourſelves a Senſe of Duty and 


of the Object of it; the only Means of pro- 


moting both our Piety and our Satisfaction 
in this World. It reminds Us daily of our 
Obligations to our Maker, of our Tranſ- 
greſſions againſt Him, of the Importance of 
our Return to Him, and of the Neceſſity 
of his gracious Affiſtance to enable Us to 
return to Him in the Ways of Holineſs and 


| Virtue, It is a continual Call to religious 


Meditations, to ſerious Recollections of the 
Perfections of the Creator and the Impertec- 
tions of all his Creatures; and it fixes in our 

Hearts 


Preliminary Diſfrtation. 1 vii 5 


EZ Hats a ſtronger Impreſſion of theſe mo- 


mentous Truths, than any other Method 
that can be deviſed. . 5 
And of what great mporans is even 
this Circumſtance ? If Men continually re- 
membered what they habitually be/zeve, con- 
cerning their Dependence upon Providence, 

the Means of ſecuring the Divine Favour, 
and the infinite Conſequences of it, would 

it be poſſible that They ſhould live, as too 

Many of them do? Would not ſuch Re- 


collection either preſerve them uniformly in 


a regular Courle, or recover them ſpeedily 
to it? And is not This the happy Tendency 
and immediate Influence of frequent Devo- 
lion? Are not Thoſe who are moſt punctual 8 
in their Prayers, in general, the moſt ex- 
emplary in their Lives? and are not the open 
Contemners of this holy Exerciſe uſually 
found to be as diſſolute in their Morals, as 


They are irreligious in their Profeſſions? Is 


not this the plain and well-known Effect of 
Attendance on publick and private Worſhip 
amongſt the general Profeſſors of our Re- 
ligion? and may we not farther appeal to 


the Experience of the moſt pious amongſt 


them, whether they have not felt, very ra- 
tionally felt, an immediate good Eee from 

Aa ſerious and attentive Application to Devo- _ 
tion ? Have not their Hearts burned within 


54. Fe them 


a 610 —— 


| vil Preliminary Diſſertation, | 


them with Divine Love and Gratitude, whiltt 
They haye been pouring them out to their 

great Friend and Benefactor? and have They 
| Not riſen from their Prayers better diſpoſed, | 
and even mare confirmed in their good Re- 


ſolutions, than when They entered on them? 


If this be unintelligible to thoſ- who them 


ſelves have long diſuſed them, We muſt re- 


turn to the ſurer Proof of a good Life, and 
tlie more eminent Degrees of Rigbteouſneſs 
prevailing amongſt thoſe, who ſanctify and 


improve the common Duties of their Station 


by regular Returns to this 21 Intercourſe 5 


with their Maker. | 
Now this one Obſervation removes the 
Grounds of every 3 that can be 


fraiſed concerning the Succeſs of Prayer, or 


its Influence and Prevalence with the Deity. 


For though God ſees and knows our Wants 


without Our teling Him, though he is diſ- 


poſed to relieve them without being earted | 


Into Charity by our Importunity, and though 


all his Councils are 7mmutable, and not li- . 
able to be changed by the earneſt Requeſts 2 


Others; yet our Prayers having ſuch an Iu- 
fluence and Effect upon Ourſelves, may make 


Us the proper Otjeds of the Divine Favour; 
which otherwiſe We ſhould not have been; 
and may thereby entitle Us to the Tine | 
Promiſes; Which without this. Method We 
I ſhould 


Preliminary Diſfrtation 5 


1 4 ould have forfeited, We do not therefore 
3 ; 783 in theſe Caſes pray to God to change his 


© Mind, but We pray that We may attain 


- = thoſe Qualifications, © which, according to 
his eternal and immutable Purpoſe, are the 
gneceſſary Conditions of his Favour. It is a 
moſt undoubted Truth, that He grants Fa- 
vours of many Kinds to Men upon their 
_ earneſt Prayers, which He would not have 


granted without them; but where is the 


(bange in ſuch a Caſe? In Ozrſelves moſt 


certainly, if We attentively confider the 


28k Matter, and not in our Maker. His Deſign 
was always the ſame, to receive and hear 


and aſſiſt ſuch as come to Him with real 
Sincerity of Heart, with humble Confeſſion 
of Mouth, and wah ſuitable Holineſs of 


Life. Theſe are the Terms which alone 


can entitle Us to his Favour ; and when We 
have fulfilled them; when a ſincere Deſire 
of Obedience has led Us to Devotion ; and 
Devotion has excited Us to and confirmed 
Us in Righteouſneſs, then We may reaſon- 
ably expect Mercies from our Maker through 


8 the Merits of our Redeemer ; which We 
had no Pretenſions to expect before. God 
is ſtill % ſame, but We Ourſelves are now 


d; Herent Perſons, and by Devotion, Contri- 
tion and Amendment are now 8 Ob- 


[ jects of his Fayour ; whilſt They who con- 


tinue 


8  Prediuinary Diſfrtation. 
tinue regardleſs of Him, and diſobedient to 


and Diſpleaſure. 


Ideas, or Difficulty in our Expreſſions, 
when we think or write on this Subject; but 
if We apprehend the Caſe rightly, and 
Nate it clearly, there is no real Myſtery in it. 
'The Laws of God are unalterable ; the 
Conditions on which He will receive Us to 
Favour, are publiſhed, and will not, cannot be 
reverſed. Theſe Conditions are well known 


: Aſſiſtance both in our ſpiritual and temporal 
Concerns, and that with faithful Diligence 
un both Inſtances We apply that Aſſiſtance. 
Devotion therefore and Induſlry and Holi- 


22 — * a 2 L 
1 

4 "IR 2 — = — N E \ —2— * . 

3 ů —— 2 core ALL —— 1 3 * 2 
K as F : 4 — — — 1 — — 2 - 

T4 WE 44 Lats we fs Gn aaa * * ho — — — — — - . 

—_— — 2 5 a iy — — lh x * 4 ane as 1 — ——— — - — — 
2 — 3 * 55 8 7 r = Sg, - — = SES —— — 2 ? 3 * 7 2 4 Caen 2 AS a — 
— KHER”. — Fe ene LL = IIS 8 22 5 - * — . * — — — - 
Poway) e " 2 6 l - Ln: - PT A — — — 
— — ——— . * . 6 — — 2 2 þ 4 — — : — 7 r 
—_— * — Dy, . K — TE id. % 2 — - N 2 
e e WIS DES Dc, * 


9 
AC; 
A 1 
A 
_ 
by ' 
: i 
—_ 
47} 
Þ 
4 
3 
{| 
i 
. 
41 
7 
[ 
"Vo 
| 
. 
9 N 
by. $10 36 
[ | 
5 4 
he 113 41 
1 
*. 1 78 4 
; by 
Ca 
* 
1 


Favour; and when We pray to God, 


15 vine Purpoſe is not altered but compleated 


Promiſes, according to their original In- 


Him, remain the juſt Objects of his Wrath 


There may be ſome Confuſion in our 


28 
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* 
. 1 
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to be, that We addreſs Ourſelves to Him for 


_ neſs are the neceſſary Terms of the Divine 


and perform our own Part, and reform our 
own Lives, then We are entitled to Ac- 

ceptance; and may reaſonably expect a 
hleſſing, which They have no Reaſon to 

expect, who do not comply with theſe 

Terms. In ſuch ſuppoſed Caſe, the Di- 


by our becoming ſuch Perſons, as the 


tent, were calculated for, and propoſed 


Preliminary Diſſertation. _ ; 


to. There is 20 Alteration in the Divine 
Attributes, or in the Effects of them. 
Ihe Wiſdom, Juſtice and Goodneſs f 
God did from all Eternity propoſe the Ac- 
ceyptance of returning Sinners, who ſhould 
apply for Mercy in the Method of true Prayer, 
and ſhould thereby form Themſelves to a 
Lemper, which ſhould make them meet 
150 be Partakers of the Divine Grace. And 
this general Purpoſe is fulfilled in particular 
| Inſtances, when Men who heretofore were 
__ corrupt, thoughtleſs of Duty, and deſtitute 
of Grace, do yet in Time recollect them- 
ſelves, pour out their Hearts with Sincerity 
to their Maker, exert their own beſt En- 
gdeavours, recover in ſome Degree to a State 
of Holineſs, and thereby recover a pro- 


MW portionable Degree of Favour with their . 
Maker. 1 5 


An This is ſo far from implying: any 
Change in the Deity, that it illuſtrates the 
ſteady and invariable Rule by which He 
acts. It ſhews that He is not influenced 
by Caprice or Weakneſs, but that He 
will always do that which is right, and 


will render to every One according to his 
Works, He would be truly liable to this 
2 Charge, if He acted otherwiſe; if He 
ever deviated from this unerring Rule, and 


made no Diſtinction between thoſe Who 
4 are 


ä Preliminary Diſſertation. 


are 10 much diſtinguiſhed i in their Behaviour 


towards Him. If the Devout, who daily 
apply to God in Prayer, were no otherwiſe 
regarded by Him, than thoſe who own no 


Providence, or expreſs no Dependence on 


Him, then He might be thought to act by | 


ſome other Principle than the Harmony of the 
Divine Attributes; and Muatability might be 


the Conſequence, if infinite Wiſdom and 
Holineſs and Juſtice did not direct every Bi. 


penſation; and if a due Regard was not ex- 
preſſed to a due Imitation of thoſe adorable 5 


Perfections. 


It is no way derogatory to the Expediency 
of Revelation, but it is a rational Anſwer to 
the Suggeſtions of ſuch Speculatifts, as would 
draw Inferences to the Ditcredit of theſe 
devout Exerciſes from the Contemplation of 
the Divine Perfections, that ſome of the beſt 
and wiſeſt Philoſophers ſtated the Caſe in 


this Manner, and conſidered Prayer as pro- 


ceeding from, and as farther confirming a 


Spirit of Holineſs in the Perſons praying ; 
leading them to a Reſemblance of the Deity 


addreſſed to, and by forming them into the 
Divine Image, _—_— them to the Divine 


5 Favour,* 


* Antonin. Lib. V. 8. 21. ** Cyroped. 1 


Lib. J. P. 97. Plato Alciviad. II, 


The 


„ 
5 
ſe 


10 


3 Fu "IE" wo ohh whe * Nor 


5 15 


Preliminary Diſſertation. xi 
The great Advantage of Revelation in this 
cect now is, that what fome very * 


Nen thus excellently ſpake heretofore, 
now more univerſally the Subject of ay 
common Chriſtian's Knowledge; — that the 
nm _ Efficacy of Prayer is taught with greater 
Clearneſs and on higher Authority ; — that 
all Objections are precluded ; the Practice 
_ plainly enjoined, and the Motives to it ear- 
neſtly enforced. FD 
<7 "God Almighty certainly beſt lnows what . 
is right and fit and proper in the Conduct of 
his Creatures towards Himſelf; and therefore 
when he has directed them to pray to Him, 
They have Nothing to do but to believe 
without Diſpute, and to obey without Re- 
] ſerve. It is of Uſe rather to filence Gainſay- 
ers, than to evince the Duty to Chriſtians, 
19 to obſerve how it may be argued out from 
the Principles of mere Reaſon, and how 
© happily a few Philoſophers hit upon the 
Argument. It is a juſt Reproof to Thoſe 
© who affect ſuperior Diſcernment, to remind 
them, how narrow are their Conceptions, 
how partial and ſuperficial their View of the 


Baubject. For when the Intercourſe between 


1 Creatures and their Creator is the Point un- 
der Conſideration, how unequal muſt be the 
Determination which ariſes oy from Re- 


flections 


kind. 


lv Preliminary Diſertation, 


flections on Him 0 whom the Devotions ire 


aaddreſſed, without any View to the Effect on 
the Perſons by whom they are addreſſed? The 
Objectors conſider only the Nature of God, 
and on that awful Subject find Room to 
raiſe Difficulties ; but They ſhould conſider 
alſo the Nature of Man, and then thoſe Dit- 
ficulties would vaniſh, and They would ſee 
the Wiſdom of making Devotion the Title 
to preſent Mercies, and the Preparation for 
future ones. The Philoſophers conſidered 
Both; and They who beſt attended to and 
explained the Divine Attributes, were moſt 
ſucceſsful in their Account of Prayer; moſt 
ö happy in cutting off the ſuperſtitious and 
retaining the eſſential Parts of that Duty; in 
ſtating the Account of it ſo as it might ap- 
ou moſt rational and uſeful; moſt to the 


onour of God and to the Welfare of Man- 


For if habitual Devote bas even by a "'Y 


natural Effect, a happy Influence on our 
Hearts and Tempers and Actions, inſomuch 


that it is better for Ourſelves and for the 


World, that we ſhould be enjoined the con- 
ſtant Uſe of Prayer; if it forms Us to an 
Imitation of the Divine Nature, and makes 
us more hike the God We worthip, and more 
. to receive his Fe avours, and enjoy his 


Preſence, 


Pe nary Diſſertation. Iv 


* reſen ce, then the Reaſonableneſs of thoſe 
Precepts which relate to this Duty, and the 


Mature of the Promiſes annexed to it, are, 


Without entering into more abſtruſe Specula= _ 


tions, very clearly explained and . latis= 


= #1 N factorily aſcertained. 


With Reſpect to the Promiſes annexed to ; 
the faithful Diſcharge of this Duty, great is 


the Advantage of Revelation, and great our 
Prieilege in being bleſſed with the Know- _ 
lege of it. When the Wiſe Men amongſt 
the Heathens ſaw thoſe who were ndevout 
and regardleſs of the Deity, thriving i in their. 
Poſſeſſions, and proſperous in all their Un- 


5 dertakings; When They ſaw the humble Sup= 
" plicant, and religious Worthipper of the 
_ Gods, unrelieved in his Diſtreſs, and con- 


tinuing under Pain, or Want, or cruel Op- 


preſſion, They were confounded at the Ap- 
pearance: Their former Arguments ſunk to 


nothing even in their own Sight, and the 


Difficulty was beyond any Solution that They 


could offer. Whereas by the Inſtruction 
which We are vouchſafed in the Goſpel, 
We are taught that the Divine Favour in 
any Situation is the greateſt of Bleſſings; 
that the Continuance of Afflictions, if borne 
with Reſignation, is a Step to a higher De- 


Agree of future Glory; and that all Things 
4 * 


vi. Pee Dif gration. 


final y wwork together. for Good to them that - 
| leve Gad. Under this Perſuaſion, the Want 


of immediate Relief diſcourages not the Re- = 
petition of our Devotions; nor is the Failure 
of our Succeſs in the particular Inſtance 
which We pray for, any Sort of Proof of 
the In:fficacy of our Prayers. It may be 
better for Us, that We ſhould fail in that 
particular Requeſt; and the God to whom 
We pray, and who hears the Prayers of the 
Righteous, knows beſt what is fit for Us, 


and will infallibly order that which is, u upon F 


the whole, beſt for Us. This Doctrine 


leaves Room for repeated. Prayers to Pro- 


vidence, for a firm Truff in God, and an 
entire Reſgnation to Him. It repreſents true 
Devotion as the Means of attaining the Di- 


vine Favour, raiſes a good Hope of preſent 1 


Relief, if That ſhall prove indeed a Bleſſing 
to Us; and ſecures to Us à perfect Confi- 
"dence in almighty Goodneſs, that che final 
Iſſue of all Things ſhall be the more com- 
fortable for the patient ee of the Evils 
of this Life. 

pon the Whole then, W are b abidlace- 
ly ſure of ſucceeding in our Prayers and of 
being entitled to the Bleſſing of God by 
Means of our Devotions, if they are in all 


Keſpecis ſuch as my ſhould be, and are duly | 


applied 9 


ne D eteleon. vil : 


abe to the Regulation of our Lives: 3 
3H though we are not equally ſure of the par- 
2 . 8 cular Method in which this Bleffin g will 
be beſtowed upon us. Our Prayers for bi- 
2 ritual Mercies, ſuch as the Forgiveneſs of our 
5 bi Sins, and the Aſſiſtance of Divine Grace, if 
they proceed from fincere Hearts, and end 

it in Holy Lives, will not fail to be anſwered 
nin Kind, and to bring down the particular 
CC. Mercies implored. Our Supplications for 

sq temporal Bleſſings, - ſuch as the e 

n F# of Life, or the Reſtoration of Health, or 
IC the Removal of Diſtreſſes, and the like, will "I 
- __ likewiſe undoubtedly prevail, either accord= 
ning to our own Withes, or the more wiſe 
1e Direction of Providence. Whether either 
i- 23 of theſe would prove indeed a Blefjing to us, 

at God knows, but we do not; and therefore 

g all Petitions of this Kind are always to be 
1- __ offered up with an entire Reſignation to the 

al Divine Wiſdom; and when they are ſo offered, 

1- _ will certainly recommend us to the Divine 

ils _ Goodneſs. Tf the Sickneſs inflicted on us 
+ was intended as an Act of Diſcipline, or as 
e- an Inſtance of Trial, to correct former Miſ- 
of conduct, or to prove our preſent Submiſſion, 

„ or to increaſe our future Zeal in Religious 

tl Matters; when it has anſwered this End, 

ly and our warm Devotion has teſtified a right 
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Diſpoſition, then there is no Doubt, but that 
if This was the only End of this Diſpenſation, 
our Prayers will be heard even according to 
our own Requeſt, and we ſhall be reſtored 
to our former Health, and to farther Time 
and Methods of Probation, A Man cannot 
believe the Scriptures, who does not believe, 
that in this as well as other Inſtances, God 
grants Mercies to thoſe who oY to Him for 
them, which He with-holds from others who 
neglect this Duty. And it is right and fit in 
itſelf, and no Reflection on bs Immutability, 
5 that he does ſo; as has before been illuſtrated. 
But if the Sickneſs, or other Caſualty, was 
intended for farther Purpoſes, as the Means 
of releaſing us from this World, and all the 
Troubles of it, yet even then it is not to be 
| underſtood that our Prayers are unſucceſsful, 
becauſe the Affliction is not immediately re- 
moved. We pray for God's Mercy, and this 
we are ſure of, if we pray aright ; We pray 
for our Recovery, if He ſees fit, but if not, 
we pray that bis Will may be dine in this as 
well as in other Particulars; and thus we are 
ſure that our Prayers will be accompliſhed. 
By this Refignation to the Divine Will, we 
ſecure a more valuable Bleſſing than the Con- 
tinuance of this Life, which we ourſelves 
_ defired : We are better prepared for the En- 
N 4 trance 


3 Preliminary Diſprtation. > 4» 
trance into another Life, and entitled to better 
Hopes in it: And a Soul that departs in 
Pause, in Ejaculations to its Maker; in a 
holy Diſpoſition to qualify it for the Enjoy- _ 
ments of the next State, and with an humble 
Claim to the Promiſes of it through Faith in 
Cbriſt Jeſus, has not ſurely loſt its Labour in 
all the Petitions poured forth in the Interval 
even of a mortal Indiſpoſitio . 
This View of the Caſe is neceſſary to re- 
mind the Thoughtleſs of the Importance of 
0 Devotion in all theſe Seaſons of Danger, 
whatever the Event may prove. When they 
ſee no outward Diſtinction made between 
the Pious and the Wicked, They are apt to 
© think that there really is none between them. 
When They ſee thoſe who »/e no Prayers, 
recover without any, and Others who are 
the moſt punctual in this Duty, carried off by 
the Violence of their Diſtemper, They are 
apt to conſider ſuch Applications as fruitleſs, 
and to ſuppoſe that in this Reſpect there is 
done Event to the Righteous and to the Wicked ; 
to Him that forverh God, and to Him that 5 
ervetb him not. Whereas the chief Impor- 
Fance of this World depends on its Relation 
to another. Our Continuance here is either 
2 Judgment, or a Bleſſing, according to the 
De which is made of it. A Prolongation of 
1 Life without Grace to improve it, is indeed 
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a Calamity, as it will add to a Man's Sins, 
ang increaſe his Puniſhment : whilſt an ear- 
lier Tranſlation to a ſecure and happy. State 
can beeſteemed no Penalty. So great is the 

? Uncertainty of Men's Judgments, as to what 


are to be called Mercies or Misfortunes ; and 
much greater ſtill, as to the Motives which 
influence the Divine Diſpenſation in either 


Caſe. The Sickneſs. and Recovery of the 
Wicked may be vindi&ive to. chem? and yet - 


be beneficial to the Reſt of Mankind, by 


illuſtrating the Uncertainty of our beſt En- 
joyments; by ſhewing that there is ſtill Room 
for Hope even in the greateſt Danger; and 
by enforcing the Neceſſity of an entire 
Dependence upon Providence in all Caſes. 


hereas either the One or the Other; the 


Indiſpoſition, or the Deliverance from it, 
may be a Mercy to the Righteous, as the Oc. 


cation of purifying their Souls, warming 
their devout Affections, and qualifying them 
the better to ſtruggle with the Temptations of 
this World, or to enjoy the Felicities of the 
next. T hey have great Reaſon therefore, 


when They are favoured with Recovery from _ 
an Ninefs, to aſcribe it to the Bleſſing of G 


granted to their Prayers; to be thankful for 


it as ſuch, and by conſtant and continual De- 
votion to endeavour to render i it a real Blę Aung 
to themſelves. 


It 


Y 


fo 
it 
d 
1 


C 
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It is an Inſtance and Evidence of the great 
Wiſlom and Mercy of God, that in our pre- 


1 'R | ſent State We are left i ignorant « of almoſt every 
Thing but what affects our own Pradice. 
We know not before-hand what the Event 
will be, when We in Danger addreſs our- 
ſelves with ardent Prayers to God for Relief; 
but our Danger excites our” Devotion, and - 
our Devotion not only expreſſes but 7mproves 
the religious Frame of our Mind. We know 
that Prayer is our Duty; that Acceptance i 1 


promiſed to it, if duly performed; that in- 


dieed no Certainty of Recovery could poſlibly 
be promiſed to it, becauſe on this Suppoſi- 


tion all pious devout Perſons would have 
been immortal; but that our Preſervation 18 


the Care of Providence: that if our Conti- 


nuance on Earth will "be a Bleſſing to us, 


and not inconſiſtent with the other Deſigns 


of Heaven, it will be granted to our Re- 


48 queſts; if Scher wie yet our Removal will 
be to. Qut Advantage, if our Devotions be 
indeed the genuine Expreſſions of our Souls. 


This is that exact Degree of Knowledge, 
which ſuits our Nature and Condition; which 


makes Prayer. a rational Duty ; Which ex- 


plains. and juſtifies the Uſe, and quickens 


ee enlivens the Exerciſe of it. 


Can We avoid reflecting on the Comfort | 


1 as Fw as on the Obligation of this Duty ? 


03. — 5 
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| Prayer is in all Caſes and in all the Parts of 
it, a Religf and Support to the dejected Mind, 
but more eſpecially in the Seaſons of Afflic- 
tion and Indiſpoſition. When the Conſcience 


is burdened with a Senſe of Guilt, and with _ 


Apprehenſions of Vengeance, the Opening 
our Grief to our beſt Friend, who can, and 
who alone can aſſiſt Us in this Difficulty; ; 
Who has Power 10 forgive Sins, who can 
| Inſpire Us with good Reſolutions, and can 
Te ſtrengthen Us to fulfil them : This gracious 
Permiſſion of Application to our ſupreme 
Lord and Benefactor, is the greateſt Privi- 
lege of our frail Condition, and that without 
| Which We ſhould be of all Creatures the myſt 
miſerable, = _ 
But when theſe Wounds of our Souls are 
felt at the ſame Time that We are ſuffering 
under the Diſeaſes of our Bodies; when the 
Spirits are ſinking, and this mortal Part ap- 
pears to be near its Diſſolution, then the 
Importance of this Privilege ſhines more 
conſpicuouſly, and is the only Satisfaction 
that a Man in that Situation is capable of. 
It will not indeed be of equal Comfort to 
all, but it is the greateſt which can give real 
Comfort to any. Though we have no Au- 
thority in general to promiſe Acceptance to 
the Repentance of a Death Bed, after a Lite 
W atiolnte and prophane, yet We can 
| | | as 
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ads little doubt but that there will be ſome 
D.iſtinction made between thoſe who die 
hardned and impenitent, and thoſe who 
ee uen fo late ſee the Things which belong to 
= their Peace, and fly with fincere Contrition 
and Devotion to the Mercy of God as their 
only Refuge. God ſees the Sincerity of 
Men's Hearts in theſe Caſes, which we can- 
not pretend to diſtinguiſh ; and though there 
is much Room for Self-Decert in the Peni- 
tents themſelves, yet if their Hearts are true, 
the Searcher of them will perceive it; and 
there is ſtill ſome Hope left in the unbound- 
ed, wncovenanted Mercy of their Maker; 
who may yet grant them farther Time to 
| repent and amend in; or may, beyond what 
le has promiſed, make favourable Allow- 


ances to fo late a Return to Him, which 
might have proved ſincere, if farther Time 


had been allowed for the Probation. But 
though to do Juſtice to the Terms of the 
GSoſpel-Covenant, We muſt put all this up- 
on Paſiibilities, yet it deſerves Obſervation, 
that this remaining Hope, which is the Pre- 
ſervative from Deſpair, is owing to this Pri- 
vilege, of the worſt Sinners, and the lateſt _ 
Penitents being permitted in the laſt Scenes 
of Life to offer their Prayers to Gd. 
But to Perſons of better Character this 
= Privilege 1 is ſtill the greater. To thoſe who' 


T4 have 


as k 
= 


XX1V Prel 2 nary Diſſertation. 
have only the common Errors and Infirmi- | 


ties of our frail Humanity to anſwer for, and _ 


to thoſe who have been more exemplary in 
their Lives, and uſeful in their Stations, this 
Method of Devotion, and Liberty of recom- 
mending their Sins to Forgiveneſs, and their 
good Deeds to Acceptance, will yield the 
higheſt Satisfaction at a Time when They 
are incapable of any other. Humility, and 
a deep Senſe of- out own Unworthineſs, is 


the diſtinguiſhing Part of the beſt Chriſtian's 


Character; and therefore He will find Cauſe Y 
_ enough to lament his Deviations from the 


right Path, and his Want of better Perſec- 
tion; to fly to the Atonement of a Redeemer, 
and the Interceſſion of a Mediator; and to 

found all his Hopes, aſter his beſt Endea- 
vours, only on the Mercy of God through 
; Chrift. But in ſuch Devotion, and in the 


Conſciouſneſs of ſuch good Endeaveurs, He 


will feel a Joy beyond Deſcription; whilſt 
every other Scene or Thought around Him 
yields only Pain and e and Affliction. 
Secure in the Favour of that God, whoſe 
Mercies extend beyond this Life, He can 

| look with Reſignation On the preſent Pains J 
and approaching Concluſion of it; and can 
make hat his moſt reviving Conſolation, 
which, without this Support, would have 
been his ae Terrer. - For how dreadfully 
| 8 miſcrable 
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— Piterable! is the Lot of One, who under the 
d 8 Decays of Age, the Weakneſs of Indiſpolt= 
tion, the Agonies of ſinking Nature, believes 
in no God to whom He may apply for Re- 
- _ Fuge; or who has been taught that it is to 
r no Purpoſe to apply to Him? Where is the 
> __— Prudence or the Benevolence of ſuch Doc- 
' _—trine? Should not fo ſad a Condition, which 
| will fo ſoon be our own, be more comfort= 
ably provided for? | Certainly there is as 
little Wiſdom and Charity, as there is Truth, 
in depriving Us of the Conſolation of Devo- 
Lion in an inevitable Dien which will ad- 5 
mit of no other. 1 
What has hitherto been faid of the Regs 7 
© fonableneſs and Efficacy of Prayer, when of- 
fered up for Ourſelves, is in its Nature and 
Proportion applicable to that which We offer 
up likewiſe for Others. In the Duty of In- 
_ zerceſſion indeed We are ſtill more enlightned 
buy and obliged to Revelation, than in any 
other Part of petitionary Worſhip. Little 
could be ſaid, or at leaſt, Little was faid, 
on this Article, by thoſe who had only their 
natural Reaſon to direct them. But it is 
the clear and expreſs Direction of Holy 
A Scripture, that We ſhould pray for Each 
Other; that Supplications, Prayers, Inter- 
A 1 and giving of Thanks be mad for all 
Aen. 7 Tim. | il. 1, and in particular, that 
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if Any be Sick, They ſhould call for the E l, 1 2 q 
of the Church, that They might pray over | 
_ them. Jam. v. 14. And though This was a 
Duty not inſiſted on by Heatbens, yet bon 
_ entirely confiſtent with Reaſon, how excellent 
in itſelf, how beneficial in its Effects, does 


it now appear, fince it has been enjoined by 


Revelation? If Prayer itſelf was inſtituted 
as fuited to our Nature and Condition, and 
calculated to have a good Influence on our 
Conduct, this Kind of Prayer is entitled to 
every Part of the Recommendation. 
As We are ſocial Creatures, the Propriety 1 
ol ſocial Devotion appears immediately in 
the ſtrongeſt Light; and as we are framed 


with a Principle of Benevolence within Us, 


wo 


5 


yet with an Incapacity of doing all the Good 9 ; 
We may charitably with to be done, this 
Method moſt happily occurs of ſupplying 


our own and others Detects, by recommend- 


ing them and all their Wants to the Bounty 


and Mercy of our common and all- ſufficient 
Benefactor. More particularly, this Prac- 


tice is not only founded on this good Tem- 


per, but is calculated to improve and con- 
firm it. Interceſſion inſtructs Us in, and re- 
minds us of the Love of our Neigbbour, and 

extorts it from us in the frequent Exerciſe of 

this Sort of our Devotion, 
praying to God for Others, We are thereby 
exciting 


Whilſt We are 


2 


x iting in Ourſclves an Humane and Chriſ- 
over Aan Diſpoſition towards them; and if We 
as a ge ſincere in our Prayers, We cannot 8 
Low n. them without a proper Degree of Af- 
lent fection to the Perſons of the Sufferers, a true 
Joes, ,Fellow-Feeling of their Sufferings, and ſome _ 
by "real Endeavours, to the beſt of our Power, 
ted to relieve and aſſiſt them. Our Perſonal At- 
0d tendance for ſuch Offices of Devotion brings 
our Us to the Knowledge of their Wants both _ 
to temporal and ſpiritual ; and the faithful Ex- 

cgcciſe of that Devotion diſpoſes us to with 
ty and ſeek and promote the Relief of them in 
in the beſt Methods that we can deviſe. And 
ed zs it not happy for Us, and for the World, 
s, that ſuch a Duty as that of Interceſſion is ap- 
>d pointed, to promote fo deſirable an End? to 
is 3 up a Senſe and Practice of mutual 
g Love and Eſteem and Benevolence amongſt 
- Men; to prevent great Differences, to com- 
y.. = In ſmaller ones; to aſſiſt Each Other in 
t Diſtreſſes which admit of Help; to furniſh 
- = Support i in thoſe which We cannot remove ; 
in Fine, to leſſen the numerous Evils of this 
Lite, and mutually to promate our Prepara- 
— Pon for a better. 
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If theſe good Effects on the Hearts of the 


20 Perſons interceding were the only ones which 
ould be aſſigned, ey would be ſufficient 


to 
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to explain, to juſtify, to recommend this : 
holy and beneficial Duty ; but We are far- 
ther to conſider the Fruits of it, with Reſpet 
to thoſe for whom theſe Supplications are ad- 


dreſſed to the Throne of Heaven. If They 


fincerely join in them, They will effeftually 
reap the Benefit of them; their Friends alſo 
Helping together by Prayer for them; that for 

tbe Gift beſtowed upon them by the Means of "Rf 
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many Perſons, Thanks may be given by many 
on their Behalf. 2 Cor. i. 11. If We believe 


that there is à real Diſtinction between pub- | 


lick and private Worſhip ; that united Bevo- 
tions are declared to he moſt acceptable to 
and moſt prevalent with God; that our Sa- 

viour has promiſed his gracious Preſence with _ 


and Bleſſing to ſuch Supplications as are of- 


fered up, where but Two or Three are gathered : 


together in his Name, We cannot but eſteem | 


this a great Advantage to every pious Soul, 


and much preferable to his own ez pri- np 


vate Worſhip. 


But what ſhall We 95 to the Caſe, wire ö | 


our Prayers are officioully obtruded upon thoſe 
who 3 neither value nor deſire them? 


A melancholy Caſe it certainly i is, and ſuch f 


as muſt greatly damp the Satisfaction and 


Comfort which this Act of Charity and a 


T7 Kindneſs might otherwiſe be ſuppoſed to 15 
with 
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9 * ich it! Yet ſtill We may fay, that there is 


th a Propriety and an Uſe in the Practice, 


At is a T eſtimony of the Love that we ought 


bear to all our Fellou- Creatures; of our 


Fncere Regard for their Welfare in the moſt 


omentous Article of their Being, and of 
the juſt Value which We have for the Im- 


5 portance of our own Salvation. It is fit in 


| 1 3 ef, that We ſhould recommend thoſe For Fl 


ave as yet no Senſe of their own Duty, t 


1 the Power and Mercy of Him who = . 
dan turn their Hearts, and bring them to a 
i petter Frame of Mind. Whilſt Providence 
continues their Life as a farther Time of Pro- 
bation, and Opportunity of Amendment, it 
is our Part to contribute our Endeavours to 
improve it; and to implore earneſtly. that 
Miercy for them, which, if They rightly 
ydertod their own Condition, They would 
be as zealous to implore for themſelves. ee. -- 
hall this Labour of Love, on the worſt Sup- 
poſition, be entirely fruitleſs. It will at leaſt 
redound to our own Advantage. If the Fa- 
mily or Perſon be worthy, be capable and 
willing to be aſſiſted and reformed, our Peace 
and devout Benedictions Hall come upon iu; 
but F not, it ſhall return to Us again, in 
' Bleſſings upon our own Heads; as being the 
[ F ecnuine Workings of that a and bene- 
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8 volent Temper, which God always * . 


2 and rewards. 


But farther, theſe Taterceſſims may by a a 


natural Effect, and by the Bleſſing of Pro- 
vidence, 'becotne ſucceſsful even for thoſe, 
who do not hitherto enough eſteem them; 


2nd may with a rational Degree of Hope be 


offered up for ſuch as appear as yet inſen- 


ſible of their ſpiritual Wants and Dangers, 


Such Prayers, if rightly expreſſed, and duly 
noured forth, may be the very Means of their 
| Converſion, as being inſtrumental to their In- 
8 ſtruction or Admonition. 8 
Amongſt the many ond Souls unpre- 
pared for Eternity, the Inſenſibility of Some 
is owing to mere Ignorance; of Others, to 
Morlahymindedneſs; of a Third Sort, to 5. 
bitual Tnattention, without any profeſſed 
Principle of Profaneneſs, or avowed Reſo- 
lution of Diſobedience. Now Theſe may 
be worked upon by proper Devotions ſuited _ 
to their Caſe, ſuch as may teach them their 
Duty, or remind them of it; or by incul- 
_ cating the Doctrine of God's infinite Mercy 
to them, may awaken them to a juſt Senſe _ 
of their Obligation to a due Return, and of 
the juſt Method of expreſſing it. Though 
They entred not on their Devotions with the 
gr pant: became them, They may be better 


diſpoſe ed 
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= poſed. to continue and repeat them; and 
way be led by them to a fervent Notion of 
their Duty, and in the End to a happy Pro- 
ffiency in it. They who have been diligent | 
in this Office of viſiting the Sick, may pro- 
bably have ſeen many Inſtances of this Kind, 
and may have known thoſe who have to all 
Appearance been reformed by this Method, 
and have concluded their Penner Ad- 
dreſſes to the Throne of Grace, with greater 
Erveney than They began them. 


Now if rational and fervent Prayer has 


this Tendency to open Men's Eyes, and to turn 
them from Darkneſs to Light, and from the 


| Power of Satan unto Gif? and does often 


produce this deſirable Effect, then We ſee 


fill more the Wiſdom of this Appointment | 
and the Expediency of it in all ſuppoſed 
_ Caſes, And They either have entirely miſ- 
taken the Intent of this Inſtitution, or very 
1 ſuperficially have conſidered it, who have 


argued, however plauſibly, that Men's own 


b private Prayers would be ſufficient, if They 
were in Earneſt Themſelves; and that if 
They were not, the Prayers of Others could 
be of no Service to them. But more publick 
 Irterceſſions may excite the Devotion of the 
"= — Thoughtleks, and improve that of the Pious, 


” may be the Means of bringing the 
Wicked 
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Wicked to a ſerious Senſe of Things, as ij 
well as of exalting the Virtues of Good Men. 
In all Events they promote our Love of Each 


Other, and even the Glory of our common 1 


; Creator, as far as dependent Creatures can 


do it, by confeſſing our Depen Wee 5 
by acknowledging our Infirmities natural and 


moral, and our only Hope of Relief in 


plication to the Divine Perfections and Atti = 


butes. 


It ſhould 8 be the great Deſign of | | 


5 all devotional Compoſitions, to inculcate plainly 


and expreſs ſtrongly thoſe Duties which are 


the Terms of the Chriſtian Covenant; to pro- 9 
mote that pious, benevolent, and humble 


Frame of Mind, which is the neceſſary Qua- 


lification for the future State of Happineſs, 
The Love of God and Man, and the due 
Regulation of our own Paſſions and Defires, 
may be taught in the very Form of our Ad-. 
dreſſes to our Maker; and may more warmly 


affect the Heart in this, than in any other 


Form or Method of Teaching. It is a Failure ap 


in the Execution, and not in the Defign, if 


theſe Prayers here offered for publick Uſe, . 


are not properly ſuited for Inſtruction and 


Admonition. It has been my Endeavour to 
accommoadate them to the Uſe of Sinners, as 

| dent obliged to the Condition of Re- 
formation, Þ 
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i \firmation, yet as founding all their Hopes, 


OR 


2 after their beſt Proficiency, only on the Me- 


8 8 


7 1 rits of their Saviour's Sufferings. This No- 


tion of the Terms of Salvation, with a ſin- 


1 0 cere Regard to the Obſervance of them, it 
b f has been my faithful Care to inculcate; that 
They, for whoſe Aſſiſtance the following 
Collection is intended, might, as Biſhop 
2727 "aylor adviſes, read #hery Duty in thetr Fe- 

1 3 
The great Occalion that there is, "Jad Ee” 
1 ng has been, for ſome farther Supply of 
Dtievotions of this Kind, is ſufficiently known 


to All who have been exerciſed in this uſe= 
ful Office of vi/iting the Sick. So many Caſes 


- occurred for which there was no Proviſion 
. made at all, and fo many for which the Pro- 


viſion; (to fay the leaſt) was imperfect, that 1 
have had frequent Occaſion to compoſe a new 
Form ſuited to a preſent Exigency, and to 
2 it to the Wants of a Fellow-Creature 
in fome particular Diſtreſs, The greater Part 
of theſe Prayers owed their Original to eſpe- 
cial Inſtances that fell under my own imme- 
diate Care; but when theſe were collected 
and methodized, Others were compoſed at 
the Requeſt of ſome F riends, on Occaſions 
which had happened within their Experience; 
and a few were afterwards added to com- 
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pleat the Deſign, and to render it, if it | may 4 i 


be, more extenſively uſeful. 


They who ſhall think fit to compare this 8 


5 Collection with any former of this Kind, will 


find many Caſes worthy their Compaſſion | | 
and beſt Aſſiſtance, taken into Conſideration, 


and ſupplied with ſome Help ; which were 


entirely omitted in all former Manuals pro- 
_ vided for this Purpoſe ; and if They do not 


find others more fully and particularly pro- 


vided for, I have loſt my Aim, and been 
' miſtaken in my Judgment of the Expediency —_—_ 
of a farther Review of them. What Errors 
or Defefs ſeemed to me to occur in former 
Compoſitions, in Reſpect of Sentiment, or 


Expreſſion, or Connection, I have endea- 


voured to correct, or to ſupply :— with what . 
Succeſs, Thoſe who are beſt verſed in Offices 


N of this Kind, will beſt be able to determine. 
Ihe main Point doubtleſs, which We 
ought to have in View, is that of the Ediſfi- | 


: 2 of our Neighbours, by ſuiting 5 i | 


votions both to their Neceflities and Capaci- 


ties; by not only directing their Thoughts to 
fuch Things as are fit and needful for them 
to aſk of their Maker, but by pointing out 
likewiſe the proper Manner in which - ſuch _* 
frail and finful Creatures may properly be 
allowed to awer the great and good an = 
thor 1 


1 Prelinunary Diſſertation, xxxy 
1 bor of of all Beings. Such a Dignity of Lan- 

guage ſhould be maintained, as may preſerve 
the Reverence due to the ſupreme Diſpoſer 
10 of all Bleſſings; and ſuch a Plainneſe be ob- 

ſerved, as that the meaneſt Underſtanding may 
be able to go along with the Prayers, and 
may not lie under the Imputation of praying 
in an unknown Tongue. Somewhat of this 
Eind has appeared to me to need Correction 
ee uen in the Collection moſt in Uſe, and 
generally reputed the beſt by my Brethren 
of the Clergy. The Stile is ſometimes too 
5 © lofty, and ſometimes too low, and not ſel- 
© dom intricate and obſcure. Figurative Ex- 
preſions, and Alluſions to Parts of the 
Old Teſtament little known and leſs under- 
t | ſtood by the common People, have darkned 
many Paſſages in it; and Emblems taken 
from particular Profeſſions, or particular In- 

firmities, have been carried on fo far, that 
they look more like an Exertion of Wit, 
than an Effort of Devotion; and have not 
been ſuitable to that ſolemn ſerious Strain in 
which humble Penitents ſhould apply to 
S for the Pardon of all their Sins and 

Y 3 Supply of all their Wants. The Language of 
our Prayers ſhould neither be unintelligible, 
' 2 Hor yet over familiar, but ſuch as may both 
2 Excite our Devotion and may ap it. 


5 Thoſe 
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| Thoſe few Collects provided in our Its ; 4 
turgy for this Service, are ſo excellent a Pat- 
tern, that They are happieſt, who can beſt .- 


imitate them; and it is only to be lamented, 


that there was not ſuch a farther Provifion in 
that Office, as might have made the At- 
tempts of private Perſons unneceſſary. Where 


particular Caſes are there provided for, thoſe 


7 Prayers claim and deſerve the Preference both 


on Account of their Authority and their Ex- ; 


cellency: And if ſome new Compoſitions are _ 


here found proper for the ſame Caſes, they 


were by no Means intended to exclude the 


others. Where Attendance is frequently paid, 
or long continued, in vi/iting the Sick, an Uſe 


may be found in a Variety of Forms on the : 


ſame Occaſion ; and poſſibly, if the Affair be 
carefully examined, it may not be found to 


be entirely an unprofitable Tautology, if 3 
ſome of theſe are added to the Forms ap- 


pointed by the Church in thoſe Exigencies. 
Different Forms will in this, as in all other 
Caſes, more or leſs ſuit the Mind of different 
Perſons; and when Experience has taught 


Us, which ſeem molt to affect the Sufferers 


whom We attend, and whom We deſire to 
aſſiſt and improve, We ſhall need no other 
or better Direction in the Uſe of them. 


'The Uſe of all Devotions of this Kind is 3 þ 


and to be a: ee and Much 
muſt, 
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| 1 muſt, after all, be left to the Judgment of 
the prudent Paſtor i in the Application of them. 


With whatever Caution they may be com- 


4 1 23 ſome Clauſes in particular Caſes muſt 
be omitted, or altered, and ſome may very 
properly be added. Care has been taken, 
that the Neceſſity for ſuch Alterations may 
occur as ſeldom as poſſible; but it cannot 
aaltogether be prevented; and as to Additions, 
itt will be a Pleaſure to me to ſee them plen- 
1 tifully ſupplied, and to find all the Defeats 
in ſuch a Performance as this, properly reme- 
died. I ſhould have rejoiced to have been 


prevented in the Execution of an arduous | 


Taſk, by an earlier and better Collection of : 
Devotions for the Vifitation of the Sich; for 


in my Judgment no One can be more uſe- 


fully employed than in the due Diſcharge of 


that Office, or in making © proper Frepara- 
tion and Proviſion for it. 


1 was not aware that ach an Undertaking > 
would ſtand in Need of a Juſtiſication; or 
that any Doubt could be raiſed concerning 
the Latofulneſi of uſing any additional Prayers, 
by a Miniſter of our Church, beſides thoſe 
F in 5 Office for the Viſitation of 
* the Sick. Vet, Queſtion, it ſeems, has 
been made upon it; ; and, which is more, a 


F has ad: unfavourable to 


vx 1 the * of all Performances of this Na- 5 


D 3 95 ture. 


xxx Pr eliminary Diſſrtation 


ture. It has been aid, that by the Act for 


the Uniformity of publick Noms We are re- 


; {trained from the Uſe of private Prayers, * 


But it may be aſked, What Part of that "4 
Act expreſſes or implies any ſuch Reſfraint 


with Reſpect to our Devotions in our At- 
tendance on fick Perſons? The Caſe ſo much 
needs Aſſiſtance, and the Aſſiſtance given in 
theſe Cafes is ſo important, that ſurely No- 
thing leſs than a plain Prohibition thould 
make Us ſuppoſe, that our Governors Eccle- 


ſiaſtical and Civil could intend to exclude 


any farther Help of this Sort. But there is 
no ſuch Probibition to be found in the Act 
referred to: on the contrary, it ſeems plain 


both from the Scope and the very Words of 1 
it, that a more ample Proviſion of this Kind 


Was thought both allowable and deſireable; 
and that the preſent Office was deſigned 
only as a general Rule in common Caſes, 
but not as an invariable one adapted to all: 
which indeed it evidently is not. It may 
properly be conſidered as a Pattern to thoſe 
who ſhould attempt to make a larger Pro- 


viſion; as a Direction to thoſe who had no 


other; and as an uſeful and edifying Part of 
our Devotions, on ſuch Occaſions, to All, 
We fay, and We ſay rightly, that in Laws 

: We ought 4 to coplider the Intent of the Law- 


Ic - givers z 
* Boſwell's Methol of Study, Val, II. P. 124. 
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= ivers; and this Rule of Deciſion will not 
pe declined, as far as it can be known, in 
1 the Determination of the preſent Queſtion. 
In Reaſon it cannot be preſumed, that be- 
cauſe the Compilers of the Liturgy made 
ſome Proviſion for a few Caſes, therefore 
They intended that no other Caſes ſhould be 


provided for at all; or that, becauſe at a 


Time when Few of the Clergy had much 


1 Learning, or an Education to qualify them : 


to inſtruct Others, ſome general Forms were 


put into their Mouths, which perhaps Many 


of them could do little more than read, 


therefore All ſhould hereafter loſe the Benefit 
of better Aſſiſtance, when it might be had; 


aand when Inſtructions and Devotions might 


be more profitably ſuited to their particular 
Wants and Diſtreſſes. This cannot reaſon- 


Ao 
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\ ably be ſuppoſed, that Miniſters ſhould be 
thus abſolutely confined to the Uſe of that 


Office, unleſs it had been expreſsly ſaid, that 


bis Form, and no other, ſhall be uſed. 


But on the contrary it appears both 8 
the Letter and the Intent of the Act, that 


from the Beginning the Clergy were left at-- 
| | Om to make Uſe of other Forms of De- 


votion beſides thoſe preſcribed in the Liturgy, 


if They were happily furniſhed with them. 
The very Title is, An Act for the Umformity 


of Publick Prayers; and therefore does not 
„ ſeem 85 


1 Preliminary Diſſertation. 
| ſeem to include the Caſe of our private At- 


tendance upon Sick Perſons, unleſs there be 
ſome particular Clauſe in it, which ſhews . 
that all Deviation from that Office is- pro- _ 
hibited. Whereas there is a particular Clauſe _ 
which plainly ſhews the contrary ; namely, 
that the Uniformty intended was that only 
which relates to the public congregational 


155 Worſhip, and not to that which in the Na- 


teure of it is confined to private Houſes, where 


more Liberty might well be ſuppoſed to be 
- allowed. . 


It is enadted-— e that = and tler : 
0. Miniſters, in any Cathedral or Collegiate 


Cc 


= 


or Pariſh Church or Chapel, or other 


5 


** 


Place of publick Worſhip—ſhall be bound 
4 to ſay or uſe the Morning Prayer, Even- 
ing Prayer, Celebration and Adminiſtra= 
& tion of both the Sacraments, and all other 
Publick and Common Prayer in ſuch 


« Order and Form as is mentioned in the = 
ſaid Book annexed and joined to this pre-. 


& ſent AR.” — This Clauſe {peaks expreſsly 


of that only which is to be done in Churches, 
Chapels, and Places of publick Worſhip, and 3M 


cannot poſſibly reach the Caſe of Attendance 


on thoſe in zheir own Houſes, who are not 


able to attend the publick Service. Nor is 1 . 
the Office for the Y:/itatton of the Sick men- 


tioned particularly in any other Part of the 


Act; 


%vE Yo 


„ — . 


3 


. aw Ws . 


Preliminary Diſertat oy 1 


- or any Direction given, or intimated, ; 


9 C tit henld invariably be obſerved without 
apy Addition or Alteration. We are enjoined | 

indeed to give our Aſſent and Conſent. to 
_ very Part of the Liturgy, and of Courſe to 
"2 this Office ; and I do it very ſincerely, think- 


ing that there. is Nothing unlawiul in any 


Part of it, and Much that is excellent in 
ſome Parts of it, though it is upon the whole 
far from being fo Compleat and perfect, as 
A might be wiſhed. : 
And as there is Nothing in the Ae of 
Vnfarmiry, relating particularly to this o-ju— 
Tice, or which can fairly be applied to it, to 
| thew the Neceſſity of adhering to it in all 
Ciaſes, fo the Opice z7/elf throughout is cal- 

= culated to prove, that it ſhould be ſo altered 


and applied as may be moſt to Edification, 


Some of the Rubricks expreſs this, and 
Others imply it. It was drawn up with 
great Wiſdom and Prudence and. Modera- 5 

ion, at a Time when both Clergy and People 

were newly weaned from the Errors of Po- 
pery, and Both of them often wanted In- 


truction in the fundamental Doctrines and 


Duties of Chriſtianity. There is ſome Re- 
Fgard viſibly ſhewn to the Opinions of thoſe 


9 who had ——_ more or leſs on the Prin- 
Fiples of the Reformation, and to the Rue. 


1758 e of thoſe who were more or leſs able to 


2 : alata 


xli Preliminary Diſſertation, . 
 fPrengthen their Brethren, There are Ruls ü 
preſcribed, which ſhew the Uſe of this Of. 
fice to have been in ſome Meaſure at leat 
diſcretionary.— Then ſhall the Miniſter exhori | 
the jick Perſon after this Form, or other liłe.— 
The Curate may end his Exbortation in thi @ 
Place, or elſe proceed. — The Prieſt ſhall ab. 
folwe Him, if He humbly and heartily defire it, 
after this Sort, — There are ſeveral othe 
Prayers added with Titles only, without any ß 
particular Direction about them. Common 
Senſe was thought ſufficient to point out the 
Uſe of them; and the ſame might well be 
thought caficient, to direct? to the Uſe of 
others, not inconſiſtent with, not ſupplied 
by the former Part of this Office, whenever 
they ſhould be provided by any other Hand. 
And if different Forms are made Uſe of n 
this Occaſion by different Perſons, according 
as the Opportunity of Supply offered, or as 
Judgment directed, there is not the ſame 
Danger or Inconvenience in the Want of 


Uniformity in this Inſtance, as in thoſe of 
public Worſhip : Which was the plain Rea- 
fon why the forementioned Act takes no 


Notice of this particular Office ; whilſt it : 


_ eſtabliſhes Uniformity in all thoſe Services 
which are to be performed i in Churches, Cha- 


bels, or other apa, Places of common united 1 


N 


_ Preliminary Diſſertation. 8 lt 
But We need not argue only from Omiſ- 


, or by Inferences and Obſervations upon 
"the Office, or the AZ. We may appeal to 

"the plain, poſitive, determinate Senſe of the 
Governors of the Church in an expreſs De- 
glaration upon the very Subject and Occaſion. 
- The Conſtitutions and Canons Eccleſiaſtical 
were in Force when the Act of Uniformity, 
_ -Ieferred to, was paſſed ; and are not repealed 


it 


Now the LXVII Canon is deciſive on this 
Point. It fays, © When any Perſon is dan- 
I gerouſly ſick in any Pariſh, the Miniſter or 
_'$ Curate (having Knowledge thereof) ſhall 
F reſort unto Him or Her—to inſtruct and 

comfort them in their Diſtreſs, according 
to the Order of the Communion Book, if 
He be no Preacher: or if He be a Preacher, 
then according as He ſhall think moſt 
F needful and convenient.“ If then One, 
Who is a licenſed Preacher, ſhall think it 
moſt needful and convenient to inſtil Inſtruc- 
ion and Conſolation in a new devotional Form, 
has He not full Authority hereby given Him 
to do fo? Is not the Order of the Commu- 
nion-Book, as it is called, plainly declared to 
be for the Aſſiſtance of thoſe who were not 
__—Juppoled qualified to make a fuller or better 
Proviſion or Choice for themſelves ? whilſt 


F. ” They. 


5 _ xhv Fee Diſſrtation. 
They, who were: allowed to inſtruct and ad. 


moniſh Others in Publick by Compoſitions | 
of their own, are expreſsly allowed the ſane 
| Liberty in their Attendance on the Sick, to - 
_ uſe their own Forms, or any other, as They 'Y 


Mall fee fit. 


If it be ſaid that the Uſe of orber Pie H 
is not mentioned in this Canon, it may be 
anſwered, that the Thing muſt be intended, 
though the Word be not uſed. The Order br 
of the Communion- Book for inſtructing and 
comforting the Sick, conſiſts of Devotions a 7 
well as of Rnbur kitiags; and therefore when 
Liberty is given to vary from it, as the Preacher 
ſhall think moſt needful and convenient, this 
Liberty extends equally to each Part, and Ile 
is no more confined to thoſe very Prayers 
therein inſerted, than to the Forms of Exhor- 
tation therein uſed. It may often happen in 


the Vijitation of the Sick, that through the 
Shortneſs of the Time that can be Sed = 


with the indiſpoſed Perſon, or the Number 


of Attendants, or ſome other Circumſtances, 3 


the Method of inſtructing and comforting 5 


may beſt be performed i in the devatronal May, 
if the Devotions are properly compoſed and 
choſen: and if the licenſed Preacher ſhall 


think this Method moſt needful and conve- 


nient, He is hereby 1 in 88 Terms autho- 5 
= 5 | rized 1 


N is — Diffrtatim. xlv 


ed to proceed in it. The Experience of 
ons hoſe who are much exerciſed in this Office, 
il confirm the former Part of this Obſer- 
 Wation, and the latter is founded on n the yr 
Words of the Canon, | 5 
It is a ſtrong Confirmation of all that has 
been offered, that the Point under Conſider- 
be tion has appeared in this Light to Some of 
tze beſt and wiſeſt Men that have adorned 
ler gur Church; nay, to Some of thoſe very 
nd Men, who compiled or at leaſt reviewed the 
as Liturgy, and of thoſe who were concerned 
en Ib framing the Canon in Queſtion. Theſe, 
er and Many of their Succeſſors, have from 


is Time to Time lent a helping Hand to this To 
le good Work, and have thought that They 
75 Have been doing Service to the Church, and 


— not violating Ds Rules and Orders, whilſt 
They have, in their reſpective Generations, 
be teen endeavouring to make a better Proviſion 
d For themſelves ad: their Brethren in this uſe- 
„ Ful yet difficult Part of our. Office. And 
[4 522 the Authority of Example is of no 
Force againſt the Authority af a Rule, yet it 
„ of much Weight in explaining a doubtful 
i Rule; more eſpecially when it manifeſts the 
Senſe of thoſe who made it; and moſt of all, 
when the Reaſon of the J. bing concurs with 5 
the Letter of the Law, and with the Ex- 
2 | ample 


Klvi — Diſſertation. 


ample of the Law-givers themſelves, to «fla ww 
bliſh the received Interpretation of it. 
confeſs, I cannot poſſibly conceive that I hay 


been erring, whilſt I have been following 


I think, need any farther Vindication. 


© have only to add, that if the Perform: 
ance itſelf ſhould meet with Approbation; 


if it ſhould be thought to have a proper Ten. 


dency to bring Men to a right Temper and _ 
Conduct; if it may be made inſtrumental 


34 
the Patterns here referred to; and labouring 


to contribute, to the beſt of my Power, 6 
the better Diſcharge of ſo ſalutary an Office, 
as that of vſiting thoſe who are under Sic. 
_ neſs, or any other Diſtreſs, The Execution di 
this Undertaking may very poſſibly need an 
Apology, but the Undertaking itſelf cannot, 


to promote Repentance and to expreſs it; 


then it may be applied to other and farthe: 


Uſe than the Affiſtance of my Brethren of 
the Clergy in their Attendance on thoſe un- 


der their Care. The greater Part of theſe 


2, Prayers may be uſed in private by the fick 
Perſons themſelves for themſelves; and in 


ſome Caſes by thoſe who are not indiſpoſed 


only by altering the zhird Perſon to the fi, ; 
and by ſuch other ſmall Variations as com 


mon Prudence will dire&. 


God grant that our Prayers may have this 
: good Effect, to reconcile Us to our we” 1 
an 1 


Reh Diſprtation on. xvi 
we to Each Other; to warm our Hearts 
With -heavenly Affections, and to leſſen our 
lous Attachments to this World; to ſweeten 
Ir Temper amidſt all our Controverſies Re- 
1 ligious and Civil; to make us more ardently 
„% Mefire the Glory of God, and the Peace and 
Welfare, temporal and ſpiritual, both of Our 
ſelves, and of all our Chr iſtian Brethren! 
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Viſitation of the 8 1 c K. 


CFF 4 a 


« When any Perſon 1s fk Natich hal * given theresf 7 


the Miniſter of the Pariſh; who * into the ct 
3 8 Hou ſe, hall ſay, 


JEACE be to this Houſe, * to all that 


_ dwell i in it. 


. 4 When he . into the ac Man $ Proc he 2 fon 8 


L uteling don, 


whom che haſt cd with thy mot 


precious Blood; and be not gy. with us | A 
for ever. 9 


Emember not, Lord, our Tniquities, | 
p nor the Iniquities of our Forefathers. 
Spare us, good Lord, ſpare thy People. 


V; if tation 177 the Sick. 49 | 
Arſe. Spare us, good Lord. 


: * 


Cl Then the Min 2 Hal 0. 


e 0 
FR 


Let us pray. 


Lord, have Mercy upon us. 
Chriſt, have Mercy upon us. 
Lord, have Mercy upon us. 


\UR Father, which art in Heaven; 
Oe. 


= Minift. O Lord, ſave thy Servants. 5 
Anſ. Which putteth his Truſt in thee. DT 
Mini. Send lum help from thy holy 
Place, 
a Au. And evermore mightily Shad bim. f 
1 Miniſt. Let the Enemy have no Advan- | 
7 tage of him; 5 
| Anſ. Nor the Wicked approach to hurt 
it _ F414 // | 
= Mnf. Be unto bim, O Lord, a long 
= Tower, — 
= Arn From the Face of his Enemy. 
Miniſt. O Lord, hear our Prayers. 
mM. And let our Cr y come unto o thee, 


5 = Miniſter. | 55 
ſt = 0; Lord, look down from Heaven, be- 
= hold, viſit and relieve this thy Ser- 
EE: | vant, i Look 1 him with the 70 of ty 
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V 2 of the Sick. 


Mercy give him Comfort and Five Confi- | 
dence in thee, defend him from the danger 
of the Enemy; and keep him in perpetnal * 


Peace and Safety, through Jeſus Crt our 15 
: Lord. Amen. 


EAR us, Almighty and moſt merciful | 
God and Saviour; extend thy accuſ- 
tomed Goodneſs to this thy Servant, who is 
grieved with Sickneſs. Sanctify, we beſeech 
thee, this thy fatherly Correction to him; 
that the Senſe of his Weakneſs may add 8 
Strength to his Faith, and Seriouſneſs to 
his Repentance. That if it ſhall be thy _ 
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good Pleaſure to reſtore him to his former | 


Health, he may lead the Reſidue of bis Life 
in thy Fear, and to thy Glory: or elſe give = 
him Grace ſo to take thy Viſitation, that 
after this painful Life ended, he may dwell 
with thee in life everlaſting, through Jeſus "= 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


- © Then Pall the Ma wife exhort the fat Pe en me this "2 


Form or other like, 


EARLY beloved, know this, that Al- 
mighty God is the Lord of Life and © 
Death, and of all things to them pertaining; 
as Youth, Strength, Health, Age, Weak- © 
neſs and Sickneſs. - Wherefore, whatſoever 
your Sickneſs is, know you certainly, that 
it 1s God's Vilitation, And for what Cauſe 7 

TY 0 ſboever 1 


1 — 72 zation of the Sick. * 


ever this Sickneſs is ſent unto you; whe- 


der it be to try your Patience, for the Ex- 


50 of others, and that your Faith may 
be found in the Day of the Lord, laudable, 


tplorious and honourable, to the Increae of 


Glory and endleſs Felicity; or elſe it be ſent 
unto you, to correct and amend in you hat- 


ſoever doth offend the Eyes of your heavenly 
Father: Know you certainly, thut if you 
aug repent you of your Sins, and bear your 
Sickneſs patiently, truſting in God's Mercy, 8 
for his dear Son Jeſus Chriſt's Sake, and 


render unto him humble Thanks for his fa- 


Teber Vifitation, ſubmitting yourſelf wholly 
unto his Will, it ſhall turn to your Profit, 
and help you forward in the right Way that = 
| leadeth unto everlaſting Lite, ; 


F the Rufe V1 uf ted be very ſick, then th Gate may 
end bis Exhortation in this Place, or elſe pr aceed, _ 


AKE therefore i in good Part the Chaſ- 
tiſement of the Lord: For (as St. 


Po ſaith in the twelfth Chapter to the 


* Hebrews) whom the Lord loveth, he chaſt- 


1 . 7 neth, and ſcourgeth every Son whom he 
3 2  receiveth.. If ye endure Chatteninz, God 


dealeth with you as with Sons; for what 
x; Son is he whom the Father chaitneth not ? 


Af 0 But if ye be without Chaſtiſement, whereof 
7 = all are Partakers then are ye Baſtards, and 


"Ss e not 


T2 V;fitation of the Sick. 


not Sons. Furthermore, we have had Fa. = 
thers of our Fleſh, which corrected us, and © 
we gave them Reverence ; ſhall we not 
much rather be in Subjection unto the Fa- 
ther of Spirits, and live? For they verily, * 
for a few Days chaſtned us after their own 
Pleaſure; but he for onr Profit, that we 
might be Partakers of his Holineſs. Theſe 


Words, good Brother, are written in holy 


5 Scripture for our Comfort and Inſtruction, 
that we ſhould patiently and with Thankf. 
giring bear our heavenly Father's Correc- 
tion, whenſoever, by any Manner of Ad ver- 
fity, it hall pleaſe his gracious Goodneſs to 
vitit us. And there ſhould be no greater 
Comfort to Chriſtian Perſons, than to be 
made like unto Chriſt, by ſuffering patiently 
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Adverſities, Troubles, and Sickneſſes. For 0 


He himſelf went not up to Joy, but firſt he 
ſuffered Pain; He entered not into his Glory 


before he was crucified. So truly our Way 
to eternal Joy, is to ſuffer here with Chriſt ; 
and our Door to enter into eternal Life, is 


gladly to die with Chriſt, that we may riſe 
again from Death, and dell with” him” in 


everlaſting Life. Now therefore, taking your 


__ Sickneſs, w hich is thus profitable for you, 
| patiently, I exhort you in the Name of God 


to remember the Profeflion which you made 


unta God in your Baptiſm. And foraſmuch 1 


2 as 
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Viſtation of the Sick. 53 


; Af ps after this Life there is an Account to be 


given unto the righteous Judge, by whom 


= El muſt be judged without Reſpect of Per- 
ſions; I require you to examine yourſelf, and 
5M your Eſtate, both toward God and Man; fo 
that accuſing and condemning yourſelf od 


your own Faults, you may find Mercy a 


our heavenly Father's Hand, for Chicks 
Sake, and not be accuſed and condemned in 
that fearful Judgment. Therefore I ſhall , 
rehearſe to you the Articles of our Faith, 
that you may know whether you do believe 
as a Chriſtian Man ſhould, or no. 


* Here the Miniſter pal rehearſe the Articles of ts Faith, 


La „ 
OST theu Wen in God the F ather 
Amen, Maker of Heaven and 


And in 1155 Chriſt, his only- begotten Son 


our Lord? and that he was conceived by the 

Holy Ghoſt; born of the Virgin Mary; that 

he ſuffered ander Pontius Pilate, was cruct- 
fied, dead and buried; that he went down 
into Hell, and alſo did riſe again the third 
Day; that he aſcended into Heaven; and ſit- 
teth at the right Hand of God, the Father 


4 ' Almighty, and from thence hall come again 
alt the End of the World, to Judge the Quick 
1 and the Dead! ? 


Ez. a0. 


54 | Piftatim of the Sick. 
And doſt thou believe in the Holy Ghoſt, 


the holy Catholick Church ; the Commu. YZ 
nion of Saints ; the Remiſſion of Sins; the 
Reſurrection of the F leſh; and ever] ating 9 


Life after Death ? 


q The ſich Perſon ſhall anſwer, 
All this I n believe. 


Wi Then ſoall the Miniſter. examine aohaher ke raped po 5 


truly of his Sins, and be in Charity with all the Horld; 


erxhorting him to forgive, from the Bottem of his Heart, 1 


all Perſons that have offended him, and if he hath offend- 


ell any other, to aſ them For grveneſs ; and where he hath 
done Injury and Mrong to any Man, that he make Amends _ 
10 the uttermoſt of his Power. And if he hath not beſore 
diſpoſed of his Goods, let him then be admontſhed to make 
is Will, and to declare his Debts, what he oweth, and _ 
_ what is owing unto bim; for the better diſcharging of © 
his Conſcience, and the Quietnaſi of bis Executors, But 


| Mem ſhould often be put in Remembrance to take order 


far the ſettling of their tempor al Eflates, whi jt they are I 


In Health. 

© Theſe Wards before rehearſed, may be faid before the 
Miniſter begin his Prayer, as he ſhall ſee Cauſe. | 

| « The Miniſter ſhould not omit earnefily to move ſuch ſick 
Perſons as are of Ability, to be liberal to the Poor. © 
Here ſhall the fick Perſon be moved to make a ſpecial Con- 


Jeſſion of his Sins, if he feel his Conſcience troubled with - 


any weighty Matter. After which Confeſſim, the Prigſt 


ball abſolve him ( if be bumbly and heartih _ re it 60 4 ofier == 


this fort. 


Ow Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who. hath left 


pinners Who truly repent, and believe in 
bim, 


Power to his Church, to abſolve all 
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9 =>, By Aaalion of the Sick. 9 
NN, nl of his great Mercy forgive thee thice 
1. Offences: and by his Authority we gr | 
he to me, I abſolve thee from all thy Sins, in 


the Name of the Father, and of the Sen, 1 
and of the Holy Ghoſt. Amen, 


& And then the Pricft ſpall ſoy the Coll? following : 


Let us pray. 


15 5 7 \ Moſt merciful God, Who, according 
„ . to the Multitude of thy Mercies, doſt 


ſo put away the Sins of thoſe who truly W.. 
pent, that thou remembreſt them no more; 
Open thine Eye of Mercy upon this thy Ser- 
„ _ vant, who moſt ear neſtly defireth Pardon and 
= Forgiveneſs. Renew in hm (moſt loving 
FF ather) whatſoever hath been decayed by 
the Fraud and Malice of the Devil, or by His 
oon carnal Will and Frailnels ; preſerve and 
continue this ſick Member in the Unity of 
the Church; conſider i Contrition, accept 
is Tears, aſſwage his Pain, as ſhall leem to 
| thee moſt expedient for Him. And foraſ- 
much as þe putteth his full Truſt only in thy 
Mercy, impute not unto him his former Sins, 
but ſtrengt!;en him with thy bleſſed Spirit; 
1 and when thou art pleaſed to take him hence, 
take bim into thy Favour, through the Me. 
= nts of thy moſt dearly-beloved Son Jeſus 
Ee Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 
a 9 
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56 V. ui [tation of the Sick. 


Cl Then hall the Miniſter 2 this Plalm. 
In te, Domine ſperavi. -Plalc Ixx1>--- 


1. thee, on Lord, have * wr Wy: Trut, . 


Se. 
N. Adding thiss 


Saviour of the World, who by thy 
Croſs and precious Blood haſt re- 
deemed us ; ſave us, and help us, WC hum- "I 


BY beſeech hee, 0 Lord. 


<q Then 2 the 2 i 


\HE Almighty Lord, who is a moſt _ 

' ſtrong Tower to all them that put 

their Truſt | in him; to whom all things in 
Heaven, in Earth, and under the Earth, do 
bow and obey, be now and evermore thy _ 
Defence; and make thee know and feel, © 
that there is none other Name under Hea- = 

ven given to Man, in whom, and throngh 
whom thou mayeſt receive Health and Sal- 

vation, but only the Name of our r Lord Je- 

1 Chriſt. Auen. 


U 


bleſs thee, and keep thee. The Lord make 


N And . that hall op 
NTO God's gracious Mercy and Pro- 


tection we commit thee. The Lord 


his Face to ſhine upon thee, and be gracious 


unto thee. T he Lord lift up his Counte- 
5 nance 


7 2 tation f the SA 75 


nance upon thee, and give thee Peace, both 15 
nor. and evermore. Amen, | 


1 JA Projer for a fuk Child. 
19 q Almighty. God, and merciful Father, 


to whom alone belong the Iſſues of 


Life and Death ; Look down from Heaven, 
we humbly beſcech thee, with the Eyes of 
Mercy upon this Child, now lying upon the 


Bed " Sickneſs: Viſit bim, O O Lord, with _ 


thy Salvation; deliver % in thy good 1 
pointed Time from his bodily Pain, and fave 
bis Soul for thy Mercies ſake. That if it 
ſhall be thy Pleaſure to prolong his Days 


here on Earth, he may live to thee, and be 


an Inſtrument of thy Glory, by ſerving thee 
faithfully, and doing Good in 57s Generation; 


or elle receive hin into thoſe heavenly Hie- : 
- bitations, where the Souls of them that ſleep 


in the Lord Jeſus, enjoy perpetual Reſt and 
| Felicity, Grant this, O Lord, for thy Mer- 
cies lake,” in the ſame thy Son our Lord 
"Jeſus Chriſt, who liveth and reigneth with 


thee, and the Holy Ghoſt, ever one God, 
b world without end. Auen. 


G Prayer 


58 V. if zation Ul the Sick. 


= q 4 Prayer the a fk Perſon, wh ove * 


e but Jmall Hope . Recovery, 
. of Metcies, ad Goa of a. 


Comfort, our only Help in time 6} A 


Need; we nie unto thee for Succour in be. 


e of this thy Servant, hero lying under thy 1 

Hand in great Weakneſs of Body. Lock 
graciouſly upon him, O Lord ; and the mo: 
the outward Man decayeth, ſtrengthen bin, 
we beſeech thee, ſo much the more con- 
unually with thy Grace and holy Spirit in 

the inner Man, Give him unfeigned R.. 
pentance for all the Errors of his Life paſt, 
and ſtedfaſt Faith in thy Son Jeſus; that bi 

Sins may be done ay by thy Mercy, and 
bis Pardon ſealed in Heaven, before He go 
hence, and be no more ſeen. We know, 7 
O Lord, that there is no word impoſſible 3 
with thee ; and that if thou wilt, thou canſt 


even yet raiſe him up, and grant tim a longer: 


Continuance amongſt us. Yet foraſmuch, _ 
as in all appearance the Time of his Diſſo: 


lution draweth near; fo fit and prepare 
him, we beſeech thee, againſt the Hour o 5 
Death, that after his Departure hence in 
Peace. and i in thy Favour, his Soul may be 

received into _ thine everlaſting Kingdom, 
through E 


Fifitation of the Scl. 59 


thr ugh the Merits and Mediation of Jeſus 
*@briſt thine only Son, our Lord and Saviour. 


% 4 4 eee Prayer * a A ck Porſo 


at the Point of Departure, 


2 | 1 6 God, with whom do live 


the Spirits of juſt Men made perfect, 
"after they are delivered from their earthly 
ons - we humbly commend the Soul of 
this thy Servant, our dear Brother, into thy -- 
Hands, as into the Hands of a faithful 
Creator, and moſt merciful Saviour; moſt 
—Humbly beſceching thee, that it may be pre- 
Sous in thy Sight. Wath it, we pray thee, 
in the Blood of that immaculate Lamb, that 
"was ſlain to take away the Sins of the World; 
that whatſoever Defilements it may have : 
Eontrafted in the midſt of this miſerable and 
bdaughty World, through the Luſts of the 
Flesh, or the Wiles of Satan, being purged 
and done away, it may be preſented pure 
and without {pot before thee. And teach us, 


* ho ſurvive, in this, and other like daily 

3 Spectacles of Mortality, to fee how frail and 
auncertain our own Condition is; and fo ta 
; number our Days, that we may ſeriouſſy 
N ph our Hearts to that holy and heavenly 


e 


bo Piftatim of the Sith. 


Wiſdom, whilſt we live here, which may in 8 
the End bring us to Life everlaſting, through ® 
the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt thine only Son our 


E Lord, Amen, 


« A Pr "ayer for Perſins troubled in Mind, 7² 


in Con CLENCE. 


Bleſſed Lord, the Father of Mercies, ti 
and the God of all Comforts, we be-. 
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5 ſeech thee, look down in Pity and Compal- | 


ſion upon this thy afflicted Servant. Thou 85 
Vriteſt bitter things againſt in, and makeſt 
bim to poſſeſs his former Iniquities; thy = 


Wrath lieth hard upon him, and his Souls 2 


full of Trouble: But, O merciful God, who 
| haſt written thy holy Word for our Learn- 
ing, that we through Patience and Comfort 
of thy holy Scriptures might have Hope; 
give him a right Underſtanding of himſelf, 
and of thy Threats and Promiſes, that 1e 
may neither caſt away his Confidence in 
thee, nor place it any where but in thee, | 


Give him Strength againſt all his Tempta- 


tions, and heal all bis Diſtempers, Break 7 


not the bruiſed Reed, nor quench the ſmoak- 


ing Flax, Shut not up thy tender Mercies 5 5 


in Diſpleaſure; but make * to hear of Joy 
and acne, that the Bones which thou 


2 


haſt b 


Viftatio of the Sick. 8 61 


Hf broken, may rejoice. Deliver him from 
Fear of the Enemy, and lift up the Light 
9 of thy Countenance upon im, and give him 
Peace, through the Merits and Mediation of 

= Peſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


* 


24 
1 55 
5 
: * 
1 0 * 
* 7 by 
PIE 
& 
40 
7 
ay 8 
20/4 
< = 
SEEN 
2 
1 
N 
A 
. 
1 
* 
3 
> * 
x 
JAS 
7 
0 
#7 W 
PEEL 
OY 
. 
9 
l 
— 
. 
1 
i od 
333, 
„ 
SIS 
92 
. 
* 
p 
2 


THE. 


hs FF 


THE 


Communion of the $1 Cx 


O 00 as all mortal Men be ſubjef to many full 1 
Perils, Diſeajes, and Sickneſſes, and ever uncertain 
what Time they ſhall depart out of thi; Life ; ; therefore! 
the Intent they may be always in readineſs to die, abhen. 
fever it ſhall pleaſe Almighty God to call them, the Cu 
rates ſhall diligently from Time to Time (but eſpecially it 7 


the Time of Peſitience, or other infectious Sickneſs) er-. 


Hort their Pariſhioners to the often receiving of the Hih 


Communion of the Body and Blood of our Saviour Chr: 0 
When it ſhall be publickly adminiſtered in the Church; 


that fo doing, they may, in caſe of ſudden Viſitation, Ts 15 


the leſs Cauſe to be diſquieted for lack of the ſame, Bit 
if the ſick Perſin be not able to come to the Church, ji 
yet is deſirous to receive the Communion in his Houſe; 
then he muſt give timely Notice to the Curate, ſignifying © 


alſo how many there are to communicate with him, (which © 


re 1 N or two at the leafl) and having a conde- 1 


nient Place in the fick Man's FHeuſe, with all things neceſ- © - 


ſary ſo prepared, that the Curate may reverently minifter, 
he hall there celebrate the Holy Cammunion, beginning 


with the — Epiſtie and Cope! here Oy: 


Die Calli. 


Adee cverliving God. Maker of 
: Mankind, who doſt correct thoſe 7 


whom thou doſt love, and chaſtiſe every 
one —_ 


7 he Childs if 0 the Sick. 63 


1 ee whom thou doſt receive: We beſeech 


5 Fiſited with thine Hand; and to grant that 1 

"3 be may take his Sickneſs patiently, and re- 

1 cover bie bodily Health (if it be thy gracious 
Will) and whenſoever his Soul ſhall is 5 


- from the Body, it may be without Spot pre 


1 


ice to have Mercy upon this thy Servant, 


nted unto thee, trough Jeius Chriſt our 


Li a "Hem 


The pitt Heb. xj. 5. 
TY Son, deſpiſe not thou the chaſlening : 


d 4 VX of this Lord, nor faint when thou art 


rebuked of him. For whom the Lord loveth, 
he chaſteneth; and fcourgeth cvery Son whom 
he recciveth. 


The Cifpel. S. John v. 24. 


[Viet verily, I fay unto you, He : 
that heareth my Word, and believeth 
on him that ſent me, hath everlaſting Lite, 


— | and ſhall not come into Condemnation ; but 


is paſſed from Death unto Life. 


0 1 5 Ti After which, the Priol ſhall proceed e to the 


L 3 - 5 cate with the Sick, and 25 7 all to the /ick Perſon. 


79 5 : Form preſcribed for the holy Communion, beginning at 


theſe Words, ¶ Ve that do truly, &c.]_ 


I, #7 9 At the Time of the D ifiributton of the Holy Same, 


the Prieft ſhall firfl receive the Communion himſelf, and 


After miniſter unto them that are appointed to communi- 


4 But 


64 De Communim of the Sick. 


q But if a Man either by reaſon of Extremity of Sic, 9 I» 
or for want of Warning in due Time to the Curate, « © 


for lack of Company to receive wito him, or by any other 


juſt Impediment, do not receive the Sacrament of Chriſt, © 
Body and Blood; the Curate ſhall inſtru him, that , / 

he db truly repent him of his Sins, and fledfaftly beliew, © ; 

that Feſus Chrift hath ſuffered Death upon the Croſs fa © 


him, and ſbed his Blood for his Redemption; earneſt 
remembring the Benefits he hath thereby, and giving bin 

hearty Thanks ther fore ; ; he asth eat and drink the Buy 
and Blood of our Saviour Chriſt jrefitably to his Soul: 


Health, although be us nat receive the Sacrament 4 
| his Mouth. | 


Cid 2 the fi ck Perſn i is v wif ted, and receiveth the Hh 


Communion all at one Time, the the Prieft for more Ex- 


pellition, ſhall cut off the Form of the Viſitation at th © 
 Bjalm In thee, O Lord, have I put wy Truſt] | 


And £0 firaight to the Communion, 


C In the Time of 4 Plague; Fee or ach be 7 tle | 


contagious Times of Sickneſs or Diſeaſes, when none 7 


the Pariſh or Neighbours can be gotten to communicate 1 
evith the Sick in their Houſes, for fear e 4 the Infection: 


e Minijter may © E 


1 upon ſpecial Regui/t of the Die t 


only communicate with him. 


7 Then ſhall the Pr ie foy 65 then that come e to receive the "3 


holy Communion, | 


V that do truly and earneſtly repent | 


you of your Sins, and are in Love 


and Charity with your Neighbours, and in- 


tend to lead a new Lite, following the Com- 
mandments of God, and walking from 


: henceforth © in his holy Wal Draw Near 


Habs 
2 
Ph 
f 
5 
Ef 
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5 
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4 = e The Gn n. „ 
5 Pim Faith, and take this holy Sacrament 


your Comfort; and make your humble 


6 ; Confeſſion to Almighty God, ory kneel· 5 
ing upon your Knees. | PG | 

- 1 | Then ſhall this general Confeſ} 72 on be made in + the Name if 

J 7 all thoſe that are minded to receive the Holy Communion, 

2 7 by one of the Miniſters, bath he and all the Peopte ineel- 

5 1 ing humbly _ their Nee, and ſaying, 

4 L mighty God, Father of our Lord Telis - 


"= Chriſt, Maker of all Things, Judge 
th of all Men; We acknowledge — bewail 
pur mani Sins and Wickedneſs, which 
we from Time to Time moſt grievouſly have 
committed, by Thought, Word, and Deed, 
againſt thy Divine Majeſty, Provoking moſt 
, guſtly thy Wrath and Indignation againſt us. 
| We do earneſtly repent, and are heartily _ 
1 lorry for theſe our Miſdoings; the Remem- 
brance of them is grievous unto us; the 
"oF Burthen of them is intolerable. Have Mercy 
„ upon us, Have Mercy upon us, moſt merci 
ful Father; for thy Son our Lord Jeſus 
bo Cbriſt s Sake, forgive us all that is paſt; 
t and grant that we may ever hereafter ſerve 
e == and pleaſe thee, in Newneſs of Life, to the 
„ _ZHonour and Glory of thy Name, through a 
- 3 Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


. 


The Communion. 


WC Then 0, the Prief (or the Biſhop, bite preſent ) 2 0 
ub, and Turning 1 to the People, pronounce thi iP 1 


Auſclution: = 
\ \ Light) God, our 3 Fache 1 


who of his great Mercy hath promiſd“ 


Forgiveneſs of Sins to all them, that with 
| hearty Repentance and true Faith turn uns 
him; Have Mercy upon you, pardon and 
deliver you from all your Sins, confirm and 


ſtrengthen you in all Goodneſs, and brin 
you to everlaſting Life, 2 Jour: Chil L 
© our Lord. Amen. : =: 


9 Then ſhall the p 6 


"Her what comfortable Words our 82. 


viour Chriſt faith unto all that my turn 
to him. | =» 


ME güte me, all that travail, and are 


A heavy laden, and I will refreſh. you] -F 
8. "Matt, N. 8% ww 
80 God loved the World, "that he ga e 


tits only-begotten Son, to the end that all 3 


that believe in him ſhould not periſh, buy 
have everlaſting Life. S. John iii. 16. 
Hear alſo what 8. Paul faith: 


This is a true Saying, and wonby of al 
Men to be received, That Chriſt Jeſus can 


8 into the World to fave Sinners. I Tim. i. 15. 


11 If any Man fin, we have an Advocate 
with the F ather, Jeſus Chriſt the righteous: IE 
=”: he is the Propitiation for our Sins. 


| 1 | .q After which the Prief ſhall ere 2 


3 


The Communion. 67 
Hear alſo what S. John ſaith: 


1 8. Jobn i. i. 2. 


Lift up your Hearts. 
An. We lift them up unto the Loo. 
Prigt. Let us give Thanks unto our 


1 55 Lord God. 


"oye It i is meet and right 10 to do. 


q Then ſhall the Prief turn to the Lord's 7. able, and ſay, 


15 is very meet, right, and our bounden 
Duty, that we ſhould at all Times, and 
in all 85 give Thanks unto « Theſe Werds 


— thee, O Lord, * Holy Father, [Holy Father] 


muſt be omitted on 


— Almighty, everlaſting God. | * Sunday. 


1 8 + 9 Hire ſhall follow the proper Preface ads to * Tine, 7 


if there be any Specially appointed ; or . ee 
hall follbꝛu, 


50 1 with Augels and Aichangels, = 


and with all the Company of Heaven, 


1 we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; 


evermore praiſing thee, and ſaying, Holy, 
2 holy, Lord God of Hoſts, Heaven 
and Earth are full of thy Glory. Glory be 
to Wa O. Lord moſt bib. Amen. 


E 1 


- 68 Ds The Communion. 
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: « Upon Chrifmas-Day, and {ſeven Days after: 1 
Ecauſe thou didſt give jeſus Chriſt thins 5 1 


only Son to be born, as at this Time, 


for us; who by the Operation of the Holy 


Ghoſt was made very Man, of the Subſtance : 
of the Virgin Mary his Mother, and that 


without Spot of Sin, to make us clean from . 


all Sin. Therefore with Angels, Sc. 


< Upon Eber. Day and | ſeven Dos after: = 
B UT chiefly are we bound to praiſe thee 


for the glorious Reſurrection of thy 


Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord: for he is the 
very Paſchal Lamb, which was offered for 


us, and hath taken away the Sin of the 
World ; who by his Death hath n— 
Death, and by his riſing to Life again, hath | 
| deere to us everlaſting. Life. Therefore | 
with Angels, Sc. 


< Upon Afenfion-Day, and ſeven Days Her: 


| irons gh thy moſt dearly beloved Son, 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord: who after his 2 
moſt Ro Reſurrection manifeſtly ap- 


peed to all his ages] and in their Sen 
3 T aſcended 


1 


FCC ²˙¹•- Ä ,]§‚— , a. « 


De Communion. 6g 


= / F aſcended up into Heaven, to prepare a Place 
for us; that where he is, thither we might 
aalſo aſcend, and reign with him in Glory. | 


E TEINS with Angels, Sc. . 


Ci Upon Whitſunday, ad fox Digs ah : 


ny Teſus Chriſt our Lord ; accord- 
ing to whoſe moſt true Promiſe, the 


. Hety Ghoſt came down, as at this Time, . 
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from Heaven with a ſadden great Sound, 
as it had been a mighty Wind, in the Like- 
neſs of fiery Tongues, lighting upon the 
= Apcſlles, to teach them, and to lead them 
to all Truth; giving them both the Gift of 
= divers Languages, and alſo Boldneſs with _ 
= fervent Zeal, conſtantly to preach the Goſ- 


pel unto all Nations; whereby we have been 
brought out of Darkneſs and Error into the 
clear Light and true Knowledge of thee, 


and of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt. Therefore 
| with Angels, Sc. 


.F Upon Zbe Feaſt o Trinity . 


HO art one God: one Lord; not a 


one only Perſon, but three Perſons 


in one Subſtance. For that which we be- 


lieve of the Glory of the Father, the ſame 
= we believe of the Son, and of the Holy 


F 3 Ghatt 3 


„„ e Communion. 


| Ghoſt; without any Difference or Inequ ality, 
Therefore with Angels; Sos: 


ih | 1 = a After each if which Preface al nau be fre —_ 


8 JG: 


lerefore with Angels, and Archangel: 
and with all the Company of Heaven, 
we laud and magnify thy glorious Name 


evermore praiſing thee, and ſaying, Holy, i; 
holy, holy, Lord God of Hoſts, Haven = 
5 a Earth are full of thy Glory. Glory be 


to thee, 0 Lord, moſt hieb. Amen. 5 


7 Thet all the Prix, Hulk FRY at the Lord: s Tabl., 


ſay in the Name of all them [at Sar receive the . 1 


nion, this Prayer fallowing : 


Table, O merciful Lord, truſting 1 in 


| E do not preſume to come to this thy 9 
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our own Righteouſneſs, but in thy manitol, I 


and great Mercies. We are not worthy ſo 
much as to gather up the Crumbs under thy 


Table: But thou art the ſame Lord, whoiz © 
Property is always to have Mercy; Grant 


us therefore, gracious Lord, ſo to eat the 
Fleſh of thy dear Son Jeſus Chriſt, and to 
drink his Blood, that our ſinful Bodies may 


be made clean by his Body, and our Souls 
waſhed through his moſt precious Blood ; 


and that we may evermore dwell. in bim, + 


and he in us. Amen. 


Eo 0 ben, 


. v 


The Commune od 


15 When the Prieft, landing before the Table bath 7 r- 


WW dered the Bread and Mine, that he may with the more 
M 4 Readineſs and Decency break the Bread before the People, 


4 * * * . : 
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: And take the Cup into his Hands ; ; he 2 ay the Proper : 
A of Confer vet as falloweth © 


Lmighty God, our ale: Father 
who of thy tender Mercy didſt give 


| thine only Son Jeſus Chriſt to ſuffer Death 


pon the Croſs for our Redemption; who 


Wade there (by his one Oblation of him 
ſelf once offered) a full, perfect, and ſuffi- 


cCient Sacrifice, Oblation, and Satisfaction 
for the Sins of the whole World; and did 
inſtitute, and in his holy Goſpel command 


1 


us to continue a perpetual Memory of that 
bis precious Death, until his coming again; 
Hear us, O merciful Father, we moſt hum-_ 


3 1 aa 1 - 
Tn Ty enn 
Seeed S 


N 


3 0; Sy 3 a — Le VE 5 
S 


1 


4 . laying, Take, eat; 


© bly beſeech thee ; and grant, that we re- 
© ceiving theſe thy Creatures of Bread and 
Wine, according do thy Son our Saviour 
Tins Chriſt's holy Inſtitution, in Remem- 
© brance of his Death and Paſſion, may be 
Partakers of his moſt bleſſed Body and 
Blood: Who in the ſame 

Night that he was betrayed, (a) Here the 
| (a) took Bread; and when he 1% _ 


had given Thanks, (b) he Hard: 


(b) And here to 5 
brake it; and gave it to his. break the Bread: © 


„ this 


72 The Communion. 


( 4nd here t ſc) this is my Body, which i is 


1 bas Haus i 
al the Bread We given for you: Do this in 


Remembrance of me. Like. 3 9 
(a) Here he is to wile after Supper ( 40 he. took © 


1 the Cup 


Abe ind. - "oy. the Cup; and when he had 

B iven Thanks, he gave it to 
them, ſaying, Drink ye all = 
every Veſſel 74 i; of this; for this (e) is my 
Cbalice or Flagon) Blood of the New Teſtament, —— 


(e) And here to 
lay his Hand upon 


2 1er. which is ſhed for you, and 
eee for many, for the Remiſſin 
. of Sins: Do this, as oft as ye 
ſhall dank tt, in 1 Remembrance of me. 
Amen. Os 


= 9 Then 2 the Mini ner ff receive the As in both "= 


Kinds himſelf, and then proceed to deliver the ſame to the 
| Biſhops, Prigſis, and Deacons, in like manner (if any le 
preſent) and after that io the People alſo in order, int? 
their Hands, all meckly kneeling. And when he delrvereth 1 


3 Bread to any one, be ſhall Jay, > | 
| P HE Body of our 12 Jeſus Chriſt 


which was given for thee, preſerve 5 


thy Body and Soul unto everlaſting Life. 


Take and eat this, in Remembrance that 5 


Chriſt died for thee, and feed on him in thy 
Heart by Faith, with Thankſgiving. 
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3 5 And 'S 22 that delwvereth the Cap to any any one, : 
I £4 Hal fan, „ 55 


H E Blood of our Lord Jelin 3 
which was ſhed for thee, preſerve thy 


Body and Soul unto everlaſting Lite, Drink 


is, in Remembrance that Chriſt's Blood 


* ſhed for thee, and be thankful. 


7 the tate * or Wi ne 1 8 all how befor all 
ave communicated ; the Prieſt is to conſecrate more, ac- 
cording to the Form before preſcribed: Beginning a - 
[Our Saviour Chriſt in the ſame Night, Sc.] for 


: F the Bleſſing of the Bread, and at | Likewiſe after * | 


per, Sc.] for the Bl ng of the Cup. 


tn IW, hen all "hav. commu nicated, the Mini er fall return 
to the Lord's Table, and reverentlh place upon it what 
remaineth of the conſecrated E lements, covering the ſans | 
with a fair Linen Cleth, | 


083; 
82 


0 Then ſhall the Prieft iy the Lord's Proyer, the People | 


7 1 e * him every Petition. | 


; DIL, 
. INNS 
\ 5, 


\ U R Father, which art in Heaven ; 7 
Sec. 


ij Aſter al be ſaid as fallaet : 


Lord and heavenly Father, we thy 
humble Servants entirely deſire thy 


1 Iren) Goodneſs mercifully to accept 
E 1] Jie our Sacrifice of Praiſe and Thankſ- 


in 5 


74 5 The Communion, 


2 giving ; | moſt humbly beſceching thee to 7 
grant, that by the Merits and Death of thy 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, and through Faith in his 


Blood, we, and all thy whole Church may 


obtain Remiſſion of our Sins, and all other 
Benefits of his Paſſion. And here we offer 


and preſent unto thee, O Lord, - ourſelves, 
our Souls and Bodies, to be a reaſonable 


J 


holy, and lively Sacrifice unto thee ; hum- 
bly beſeeching thee, that all we who are 
Nen ert of this Holy Communion, may 
be filled with thy B and heavenly TT 
Benediction. And although we be unwor- | 


thy, through our manifold Sins, to offer un- 


to thee any Sacrifice; yet we beſeech thee to 


accept this our bounden Duty and Service; 
not weighing our Merits, but pardoning our 
Offences, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; 
by whom, and with whom, in the Unity of 


the Holy Ghoſt, all Honour and Glory be 


unto 3 OF ather ang World with- 
out End. Amen. 


ul Or this. 


3 A ohty and everliving God, we mol 
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heartily thank thee, for that thou | 


N doſt uchlat to feed us, who have duly 
received theſe holy Myſteries, with the 


ſpiritual Food of the moſt precious Body 


and Blood of thy Son our Saviour Jeſus B: 


Chriſt; 


een, nenn 2 5 q , mn 
F e 2 PAS G : : 45 7 SS. : % 


7 ord eee ee 


— 4 he Communion. 500 
Hhriſt; and doſt aſſure us thereby of thy 
"Kavour and Goodnels towards us; and that 
Fe are very Members incorporate in the 
n yſtical Body of thy Son, which is the 
ieſſed Company of all faithful People; and 
ge alſo Heirs through Hope of thy everlaſt- 
ide Kingdom, by the Merits of the moſt 
precious Death and Paſſion of thy dear Son. 
And we moſt humbly beſeech thee, O hea- 
| yenly Father, fo to aſſiſt us with thy Grace, 
"that we may continue in that holy Fellow- 
ſhip, and do all ſuch good Works as thou 
aſt prepared for us to walk in, thro' Jeſus 
"Chriſt our Lord; to whom, with thee and 
the Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour and Glory, 


'orld enen End. Amen. 


q Then Pall be ſaid or fung : 


Earth Peace, good Will towards Men. 


We praiſe thee, we bleſs thee, we worſhip 
” thee, we glorify thee, we give Thanks to thee 
for thy great Glory, O Lord God, heavenly 


4 Kia, God the Father Almighty. 


O Lord, the only-begotten Son Jeſu 
j 4 Chriſt; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son 
of the Father, that takeſt away the Sins of 
3 the World, have Mercy upon us. Thou that 


175 takeſt away the Sins of the World, have 


o 45 1 
be” 3 
Na 2 
* 1 


Mercy 


LORY ha to God on high, and in 


© 
5 
4 4 
7 
: 3} 
. * 
4 
j 
q 
. 
N 
Tv 
* 
* 
7 
* 
1 
% 
1 
7 
4 
* 
' 
2 
1 
34 
. . 
1 


7 
. MF a00<7 APIS Dt 245" SR 


s —-— 
* 13 R Rn ave, oe 2 


76 The Communi 
Mercy upon us. Thou that takeſt away ' 
Sins of the World, receive our Prayer. Thy 
that fitteſt at the - rizht Hand of God the E 
Father, have Mercy upon us. 


For thou only art Holy, thou only art the 


Lord, thou only, O Chriſt, with the b N 2 
Ghoſt, art moſt high in the uy af G. 


the Father, Amen. 


4 Then the Prief (or Biſhop, if he br proſe ö i let ln Ha] E 


RO" with this Bleſfeng 


H E Peace. of. God, which paſſe 8 

1 all Underſtanding, keep your Heart 8 
and Minds in the Knowledge and Love ct . 
God, and of his Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord: 8 
and the Bleſſing of God Almighty, the F. 
ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, be 
amongſt you, and remain with you | always L 


Amen. 


4 Gale, t be faid aft the Offertory when ares un! 


5 Communion, every ſuch Day one or more ; and the jou f 1 | 


may be ſaid alſo, as often as Occaſion ſhall ſerve, after it 
Collecis either of Morning or Evening Prayer, Commu- 


won, or Litany, by the Des of the Ain ter ; 


88181 us mercifully, O Lad, in theſ 


our Supplications and Prayers; and dil- 


| poſe the Way of thy Servants towards the 1 
Attainment of everlaſting Salvation; that 


among ; 3 
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; Hnctify, and govern both our Hearts and 


4 E amen! on. 8 
bp ong 1 the Changes and Chances of this 
fl a9 Life, they may ever be defended by 


Ky moſt gracious and ready Help, —_ 
eus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


8 Alrvighty: Lord, [and eveclating God, 


vouchſafe, we beſeech thee, to direct, 


"Bodies in the Ways of thy Laws, and in the 
Works of thy Commandments; that through 
thy moſt mighty Protection, both here and 


oer, we may be preſerved in Body and Soul, 
1 bg our Lord and Saviour I Chriſt. 


RANT, we beſeech thee, Almighty God, 


that the Words which we have heard 


I this Day with our outward Ears, may 


through thy Grace be ſo grafted inwardly 
in our Hearts, that they may bring forth in 


aus the Fruit of good Living, to the Honour 
and Praiſe of thy Name, through ym 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


Went us, 0 Lord, in all our Doings, 
; with thy moſt gracious Favour, and 

1 further us with thy continual Help ; that in 
all our Works begun, continued, and ended 


7 1 in * we may Dari wy: holy Name, 


and 


8 Communion. 


and finally by thy Mercy obtain everlaſtin E 
= _ throogh Joe Chrift our Lord. Amen, = | 


\ Loighty God, the Benden of all Wi. 1 


dom, who knoweſt our Neceffities b. 


fore we aſk, and our Ignorance in aſking, 


We beſeech thee to have Compaſſion uy 
our Infirmities ; and thoſe things which fo} 
our Unworthineſs we dare not, and for ont 
Blindneſs we cannot alk, -yourhſafe to gr.. 
us for the Worthineſs of oy Son, "on TE | 


Chriſt our Lord. Amen, x 


we have faithfully aſked according to thy 


Will, may effeCtually be obtained to the | 


Relief of our Neceſſity, and to the ſetting 


forth of thy Glory, e. oy Chriſt c our 
Lord. Anen. 


PRAYERS 


\ Linighty God, who haſt ed 1 v! 
hear the Petitions of them that aſk in 
. thy Son's Name; We beſeech thee merci“ 
fully to incline thine Ears to us that haue 
made now our Prayers and Supplications ? 
unto thee ; and grant that thoſe things which!“ 


e 
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Viſitation of the s I . K. 


eeuc nba kleb 


for the Areqtane f cur OY 


C Tad. "We arch hw in Purſuance 


f thy own gracious Permiſſion and 
Command, in Behalf of this thy afflicted 
Servant. We are truly ſenſible op our Un- 
worthineſs to alk any thing for 2 
and preſume to no Merit in recommending 
a Sinner, like Ourſelves, to thy Mercy. 
But thy Direction it is, that We ſhould pray 
for the ſick Members of thy Church, and 


| ' mourn with them that mourn. In Diſch arge 


therefore of our Duty to thee, in a juſt 


1 Compaſſion to the 3 of our diſtreſſed 


N — i. 


Bo Prayers for Viſitation of the Sick. 


EDI = 
1. 


Neighbour, and under a Senſe of our own 


ever-perilous and uncertain State of Life, 
We deſire to join in imploring thy Mercy = 
and Relief for this ſuffering Partaker of = 
our Nature and of our Religion. We de. 
fire to pray with Truth and Sincerity, with 
Truſt in thy Mercy, and Reſignation to 
thy Providence. We deſire to pray for Hin, 
and for Ourſelves; for whether in Sicknek, 1 
or in Health, We ever ſtand in Need of thy } 
Protection and Grace. Continue us in, or | © 
reſtore us to, a ſound State of Mind and 
Body, and a fincere Deſire of ſerving thee | 
with all our Faculties; Confirm us all ina 
_ Chriſtian Faith and Chriſtian Practice: Par- | 
don our Sins that We may become accept- | 
able Petitioners to Thee; and hear and ac- | 
cept the Petitions, which We now offer in 5 
his Favour, for the Sake and N the | 


Merits of our Saviour Jelus Chriſt. 


Fir the pru dent Appli cation of them. 


God "10 whows alt Fleth ire direded oi 


come, and who alone art able to re- 


lie ve the Wants of thoſe that come unto 


thee; Grant that under a juſt Senſe of our 


real Wants, We may apply to thee in the 


Manner, which Thou wilt approve and ac- 
| cept, 


Prayers fo Vi if tation of the Si 1. 81 
ny We are by Nature diſpoſed to be 


9 Telble of our Bodily Infirmities, and to 
"ek Relief for them. Give us the Grace to 


N Conſider them in a religious Light, as ſent 


f 
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on us by thy Wiſdom and Goodneſs ;' never 
merely to diſtreſs or torment us, but to turn 
Aus to thee, our ſupreme Good. Teach us 
farther to conſider, that Thou alone canſt, 

and wilt, continue or remove them, increaſe. 
or alleviate them, as to Thee they ſhall ap- 
£ nt conducive to our real Benefit. Make 
dus equally ſenſible of our ſpiritual Needs, 
5 Land more ſolicitous to ſupply them; and 
7 2 teach us to addreſs thee with the Sincerity, ? 
and Frequency, and Fervency, which the 


4 Supply of them requires and deſerves. 
Grant that our Devotions may be ſuitable 
to our Nature and Condition, and to thy 
| Majeſty and Mercy; and grant that they 
may be as properly applied to the Caſe of 
© others, when We offer them up in the Be- 
half of our diſtreſſed Brethren. Bleſs the 
Miniſtry of thoſe, who are appointed to 
ſerve in holy Offices for the Benefit of their 
Fellow-Chriſtians ; and bleſs the charitable 
Labours of all others, who offer up Inter- 
ceſſions for their afflicted Neighbours. Give 
them Piety and Judgment, that they may 
By direct, and effectually aſſiſt the trou- 
| bled Soul, or departing Pp; in its Pre- 

paration 


2 
F 
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: paration lor and Paſſage to Eternity Py 4 


they may not add to, nor diminiſh, nor alter 
the Terms of thy Covenant; but may teach 
thoſe who are under their Direction, truly to 
know and faithfully to practice the Condi. - 
tions, on which alone Thou haſt vouch. 
ſafed to offer Forgiveneſs to penitent Sinners, 
Make it their conſtant Care to inſtruct the 
Ignorant, to convince the Doubtful, and to 
remind themſelves and all others, that it is a 4 
grievous Error to hope for thy Mercy, and a 
hi gh Preſumption to aſk it, but through a 
5 fm Truſt in the Merits of their Saviour, 


and with ſincere Endeavours to lead a holy | 


Life. Grant us theſe Qualifications for "i 
Favour, and then accept our earneſt Peti- 


tions for it, when offered in the Name and 
through the Mediation of Jus: Chriſt, thy 
Son, our Lord. „ 


For the Acknowledgment of the Bl: ig „ 
Revelation. 

' Gracious God, the Author of al Good, | 

and Fountain of all Hope, We, ty | 


e ws Creatures, deſire to return our + 3 
humble and hearty Thanks, as for all the | = 


other Bleſſings of Life, ſo particularly for 


that Revelation, which has made Lite it- 
felt a Tung: to us; which has given us 
* 


72 . 
238 * 24 
Es vo 


2 
EL 
IN 
88 
abs 
2 
3 
925 
* 7 a 4.4 
Be, 
PERS 
D 
8 4 
* > 
2 UN 
CESS 
5 
3 
N . ; V1] 
AN 
8 5 


| Prayers for 2 7 ration of the Sick. 8 3 


the cleareſt Knowledge of our own Privi- 
I 3 Deges, and has moſt cloſely intereſted us in 
the Welfare of each other. Without this 
dr We could not have preſumed ſo free- 


ly to have offered up our Supplications for 
our Fellow- Creatures, nor could have known 


that ſuch Interceſſion would be acceptable 


9 to thee, or profitable to them. Bleſſed be 
| thy Name, that Thou haſt thus enlightned 
Ius by the Goſpel of thy Son, and haſt Alete 
by in this, as in other Inſtances, corrected 
our Nature, and improved our Reaſon; 
haſt taught us to pray for our Brethren as 
1 4 well as for Ourſelves, and haſt likewiſe 
taught us what 10 pray for as We ought. 
Bleſſed be thy Name, that Thou haſt. 
2 2 brought Life and Immortality to Light through 
= the Goſpel ; haſt directed us to conſider this 


Life as a Paſſage to another, and to treat 
our Brethren as our Fellow-Paſſengers to 
eternal Life. Suffer us not to undervalue 
or to neglect this Privilege, but make us ever 
ready to pray for the Health of Each Other; 

for Relief in Sickneſs, for Support under 
By or other Diſtreſs, and for an happy 
End of all our Afflictions. Grant, we be- 
ſeech thee, that univerſal Charity and Com- 
wo may prove us true Diſciples of thy 
Eq that the whole Courſe of our 
Lives may ſhew « our vents of the Impor- 
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| tance of our Knowledge, and may uniform YT 
ly tend to thy Glory, and the everlaſting 3H 


Welfare of Ourſelves and Others, through 
the Merits and Mediation of our Saviour, 
Jeſus Chriſt. 

For an babi ” State of Devotion: 


O Merciful God, who permitteſt u us to 


approach the Throne of thy Grace, 
to utter our Wants and to implore the Sup- 
ply of them; We deſire duly to eſteem this 
moſt valuabie Privilege, and even to be 


_ thankful for every afflicting Diſpenſation, 
which leads us to a higher Regard for, and 
to a more frequent and fervent Uſe of it. In 


this View We acknowledge the Mercy as 5 
well as the Juſtice of thoſe ſevere Diſpenſa- 


tions, wherein Thou inſtructeſt us by our 
Pains and Weakneſſes, and makeſt the Diſ- 
_ eaſes of our Bodily Part contribute to the Edi- 


fication and Improvement of our Spiritual. 
We feel the Want of Thee, and of thy Aſ- 


ſiſtance, in theſe Diſorders of our periſhing 5 


Bodies, which often admit of no Remedy, 


and of no other Support. Nature then diſ- | | 


poles us to fly to the Ordinances of Grace, 
and an Application to thee in Prayer is a 
preſent Relief, as well as the Means of far- 
ther Deliverance. Enable us, We beſeech 
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Prayers for Viſitation of the Sick. 8 5 
thee, to enjoy this Refuge at all Times, by 
making it at all Times our conſtant Em- 
= ployment and chief Delight. Grant that 
= We may ſecure ſome Comfort in theſe Sea- 
ſeons of Affliction, and a Title to thy Com- 
1 9 paſſion in them, by ſerving thee devoutly in 
the Days of our Health and Proſperity; and 
in every Scene of Life make us ſenſible of 
the dependent State of our Nature and 8i- 
tuation, and of the Neceſſity of perpetual 
Application for thy Protection. O hear us 
now in this Time of Trouble, and confirm 
us in this Senſe of the conſtant Need of thy 
Bleſſing, and of daily Addreſſes to thee for 
it. Make us remember, that we are hourly 
liable to theſe fore Calamities, and that No- 
thing but thy ſuperintending Providence can 
> preſerve us from them, or ſupport us 
> under them, or put an End to them. In 
> Health, or in Sickneſs, teach us ever to act 
_* as thoſe, who profeſs to believe, that our 
> Lot is no other than thy Will, and that thy 
Will ſhould be ours. Grant that our con- 
* tinued Devotion may be the Means of ex- 
preſſing this Sentiment; and bleſs it, if it 
ſeem good to thee, by converting our Sick- 
ges into Health; or at all Events by making 
ce each State inſtrumental to our final Salvation 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lor l. 
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For a Grifion Form ef Devotion. 
'O0 Lord, who haſt not only taught us by 


the Doctrine of thy bleſſed Son, but 1 
| haſt purchaſed us by his Blood, and by the 
Efficacy of his Merits haſt reconciled us to 
thyſelf, aſſiſting our fallen Nature, and 
enabling us, by thy Holy Spirit, to perform 
08 Conditions | which thou haſt required of 
us; Grant that We may ever look on ur- 

1 in this Light, in which Thou haſt re- 


vealed us to 0-5 Romy and may neither pray | 


to thee in the Form of uninſtructed Hea- | 7 
thens, nor in the Stile of ſelf-ſufficient Mo- : 
raliſts. We come to thee in the Name of | 


15 through his Interceſſion, whom Thou 
aſt appointed to be our Mediator, and We 
come to pray that we may be /?rengthened 


with Might by thy Spirit in the inner Man, 
and that we may not, by an unholy Life, 


unſuitable to our Profeſſion, grieve that Holy 


Ppirit wwhercby we are ſealed unto the Day of 
Redemption. We deſire on all Occaſions to 


addrets thee thus by thy eternal Son and | 


Spirit, and to pay the Duty and Allegiance 
which We vowed to all the Diyine Perf. ns 
in the Form of our Initiation into thy holy 
Religion. We deſire to truſt our Bodies as 
wb as s Souls to the ſame eee Protec- 

| 1 tion; 3 
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tion; and under the Infirmities of either, 


RN i to implore and expect that gracious Aſſiſt- 


XZ ance. In thy Holy Word We are taught 
= that We were made and preſerved, as well 
5 as redeemed, not only by thy Power, but 
4 the Agency of the Son, and the Opera- 
tion of the Holy Ghoſt. By their ee 
ſtition, We read, Diſeaſes of the Body a 
well as of the Mind were inſtantly Bale; 
aand after the Diſſolution of theſe we are in- 
ſtructed to hope for their Reunion through 
the ſame almighty Power. We pray there- 
fore that the Spirit of him, that raiſed up 
Jieſus from the Dead, may "dwell in us; that 
Hie that raiſed up Chriſt from the Dead, may 
= alſo quicken our mortal Bodies, by his Spirit 
= that dwelleth in us. Grant that We may 
poſſeſs this Veſſel of our Body in Sancte fcation 
and Honour, and that We may enjoy it in 
Security and Comfort. Preſerve us, by the 
» Atonement of thy Son, and the Aſſiſtance 
of thy Spirit, from all Sin and Miſery. 
> Prevent all Pains and Perils from aſſaulting 
us, or remove them from us, or convert 
them to our final Advantage and grant that 
in all Events our a0 ole Body and Soul and 
= Spirit may be preſerved blame tnto the 
Coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : to whom, 
with thee and the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed, 
= as is moſt due, all Honour, Power, Might, 
N . 4 Mafeſty 
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| Majeſty and Dominion, now and for ever. I 


hs more, 


Er the Qual Seaton of an E Life. 7 


Merciful God, whoſe Loving-Kindufr i l 5 EF 


better than LI ſelf; whoſe Favour | 


in any State can, and alone can make it & | | 


ſireable; Grant that it may be our firſt Care 
to e that Favour, and our next to refign | 


ourſelves to thy Providence in every Condi- | * 
tion. Pardon, We beſeech thee, every Pe. 
tition in which we miſtake our own true In. 
| tereſt, and accept all ſuch as are ſuitable to | * 
thy Wiſdom, and to thy Intent of dealing | 
with us. And ſince thou haſt declared that | 
the Prayer of the Wicked is an Abominatim | * 
wnto hs purify our Hearts from all wicked | 
Deſigns, that We may not offend thee in | 
our very Deyotions. Make us endeavour to | 


be holy, that We may be qualified to pray 
unto thee, and make us conſtant in our 

Prayers, that we may confirm that Holi- 
neſs, which only can render them accept- 


able. Grant that it may be the Buſineſs of 


our Lives, and not of our Deaths only, to 
prepare for the Enjoyment of thy Preſence; 
that no Pains of Mind may aggravate thoſe 
of a diſeaſed Body ; but that it may be the 


Hipployment of our laſt Hours to exerciſe 


N 


; < 5 7 * * 2 5 * ws, £ — ; 2 42 
- 3 k « ” 4 _ * « : * . PER " . 
"Ia RE Ft * , 3 5 1 7 « FUE ea.» a Safi ie? £5 R 


thoſe Fa 


Projers for 7 tation of the Sick. 89 


. Hoſe Virtues, which we have before ac- 

Auired; and to recommend ourſelves with FE: 
all our Imperfections to thy gracious For- 
eiveneſs and Acceptance. Hear our Prayers 
in that Time of Need, and give us Sincerity 
in thoſe which We now offer; that by Piety 


. be wotived- to "the eng Enjoyinent of ” 
. Fthee, through the Merits of our N Jeſus = 
cChriſt. En 5 


For Dependance 7 ypon Provi dence. 


Cracks God, who madeſt us not 
3 for Ourſelves alan nor haſt left us 
MM only to Ourſelves ; Make us ſenſible of, and 
content with, nnd thankful for thy merci- 
ful Guidance and Protection. As Thou 
condeſcendeſt to humble thyſelf to behold the 
things which are done on Earth, teach us to 
eſteem it as our real Exaltation that We are 
= permitted to look up to Heaven, and to be- 
= lieve ourſelves to be always under thy Care. 
In this Belief make it the whole Defire and 
Care of our Lives to conform to thy Will, 
to enjoy with Innocence every Bleſſing as 
the Fruit of thy Mercy, and to bear * 5 
| Patience every Calamity as the Effect of a 
4 es gracious | 
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gracious Trial or Correction. Teach us, h. Y 


all our Endeavours to preſerve our Comin 
or to remove our Afflictions, to look up t 
the Hand that proſpered, or that ſmote u, 
and to aſcribe the Continuance as well 3 


the Beginning of each Diſpenſation, to th 50 u 


over-ruling 6 Make us know ail 


acknowledge both that the Means of Aff. 
ance are given, and that the End is directe! 0 
by thee; and under this Acknowledgemen S 


let us ever be ready to ſay, It is the Ls MW 


of this mortal Life, to the ſecure Attain- 


ment of a happy Immortality, for the Sake ö 


of 0 our Saviour Jelus Chriſt, 


Jar 


* 


let lim do what ſeemeth him good. Give # 
the Grace to be able fincerely to defire nn 
all Caſes, not ſo much to alter our Circum- | 7 
ſtances, as to ſubmit to them, and to con- 
form our Temper to our Condition. Whilt | $$ 
We hope for Relief, let Us be content | l 
wait for it till thy good Time, believing that | 
Nothing befalls Us without thee, and that! 
thy Choice 1 is beſt and fitteſt for us. Conti- | 
nue, We beſeech thee, thy gracious Prefer | 
vation of us, and our due Senſe of it, and 
lead us in any Manner that thy Wiſdom ſees | 
proper, through the Changes and Chances 
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Br Ref brain. 


"God; who trieſt us by various Methods, 
as thy wiſe Providence ſees fitteſt for 


0 


19 . We Ihre neither to be inſenſible of 
al ffiction, nor impatient under it. We de- 
1 4 to receive it as thy juſt and fatherly 
1 Porrection, to bear i it with Patience till Thou 
1 2 Halt think fit to remove it from us, and to 
/ 4 ir prove it to the End for which Thou haſt 
ent it on us. We know not what is good 
1 Ind proper for us, but We know enough 
p ſee the Danger of uninterrupted Proſpe- 
= T ity, and to be thankful for ſuch Warnings 
. 4 if the Infignificancy of all temporal Advan- 
) | Kges, which muſt ſhortly end for ever. We 
Dice not only to ſubmit to, but to rejoice 
| in thy Choice for us, and in all Inſtances 


to make thy Will our own, Under thy Fa- 
| Four and Protection, Diſtreſs and Suffering 
| ef their Comforts ; and Health and Plenty 
are but Curſes, when attended with thy Diſ- 

F pleaſure, Enable us thus to conſider and 
apply every Event, which thy Wiſdom ſhalt 


appoint unto us; that hüllt, as Creatures, 


we can claim no Privileges, and, as Sinners, 


|, are juſtly entitled to Sufferings, We may 
Z a to bear our Lot contentedly ; to enjoy | 

innocently and gratefully cach Comfort in- 
Z daulged, 
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dulized: and to ſuſtain patiently and reſgl 


edly each Calamity inflicted. Let us be N 3 t * | 


| pared at all Times to practiſe this Leſly® 
and give thy Grace to this thy Servant 
practiſe it at this Time, now that Sick 
has overtaken him, Make it an happy Pr. 
parative for the more innocent Eee 
future Health, if Thou in Mercy intend: 
im this farther Blefling : or if it be th; 
Pleaſure to call him to thyſelf by the Prog 


of this Diſtemper, make it the Means“ 


purifying his Soul for the Enjoyment of th} 3 | , 


glorious Preſence, through the Merits of as 3 


: Saviour 8 Chriſt. 


For 8. upport under Sufterings. | 1 


Gracious God, who haſt made us f 

final Happineſs, and haſt quicken}! ! 
our Deſire of it by a mixed Participation «} 
Pain and Pleaſure in this our Paſſage | | 
Wards it; Endue us, We beſeech thee, wii! 

all thoſe Virtues, which the Experience a 
Miſery, and the Hope of perfect Felicii ) 
dought to inſpire. Make us ſenſible that or 2 


preſent Sufferings are as much leſs than wh 2 
_ deſerve as our future Expectations are greater þ = 
Give us a ſincere practical Senſe of this great Ph 
Truth; that with Whatever painful Sen-. 
. tion EE 
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s Thou mayſt think fit to exerciſe us, no 
autiful Sentiment may ariſe in our Hearts, 
r any unbecoming Expreſſion proceed from 
r Mouths. Make us willing to ſubmit to 

\ Sch Correction as Thou ſhalt ſee proper for 
and diligent to improve it to the merciful 
Id for which all thy Correction is intended. 
A ve us Patience under Sufferings, and Per- 
Perance in good Reſolutions after them, 

| let a voluntary Contrition of Soul attend 


1] Kc unavoidable Uneaſineſs of our Bodies. 
1 eſſen however, We entreat thee, our Pains, 
Fx increaſe our Strength, and ſanctify to us 
' He ſevereſt Evils, which Thou doſt not fee 
z 7 to remove. And whilſt we pray for 
TT Wins, according as they appear to us, 
11 Po thou chooſe for us in thy infinite Wiſ- : 
0 dom, according as they are really in them- 
13 &lves; and teach us not only to acquieſce, 
01-7 
= but to rejoice in thy Choice for us. Bring 
„ s, by the Aſſiſtance of thy Holy Spirit, to 
F z a proper Degree of Firmneſs and Reſigna- 
= tion in the worſt Calamities here ; and bring 
|| = it ſafely through them to the Enjoyment f 
perfect and endleſs Happineſs hereafter; 


through the Merits of thy Son our Saviour, 
Pais Chriſt, 


Fir” 
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Virtue and our Happineſs. Cauſe the pa- 
ful Sufterings of this our Brother, from} 
which We earneſtly beſeech thee ſpeedily to þ if 
deliver him, to remind him and us, of the} 
Original, the Intent, and Concluſion of alf 
our Griets; Make us look with Horror on | 


or the good Uſe of aher. 


Lefſed Lord: in whoſe gracious Gorey! ; + 
ment of the World We do, and ought = 
to rejoice; ; Give us Grace not only to b. oF 


lieve and confeſs this general Truth, by! 


to apply it, in particular Inſtances, to thok! g 
afflicting Diſpenſations, which, without thil 8 
Belief and Confeſſion, would be moſt i-“ 
ſupportable. Teach us to confider the f., # 
vereſt Calamities which We are capable Þ 8 
7 ſuffering, as the Meſſengers of thy Wil!) 


and Inſtruments of thy Providence; and u 


improve them, as intended, to promote o 


all Sin, which introduced ſo much Miſery | = 
into the World; Make us look with 7 Te 


more Indifference on the World itſelf, inn 
which We are liable to ſo much Miſery; 1 
and make us look with Fear and Trembling Þ 
on the dreadful State of thoſe,” Who, by F 


continuing in Sin, will be involved in an 


irreverſible State of Suffering hereafter, 
is each us to acknowledge all our Suffering 


to 


8 1 R 
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be the juſt Reward of our ſinful Deeds, 
he proper Method of awakening us from 
Jad, and the only Opportunity of exer- 
ee many particular Graces and Virtues. 


b L Srant that the Piety of our Behaviour under 
| ny and after them, may ſhew that We 
Fſelieve what We profeſs; and that We con- 
der ourſelves, as paſſing under thy Direc- 
"Hon through this World to a better. Then 
Fay We ſay with the Pſalmiſt, that 77 is good 
Tor us that We have been aflicted, and may 
Ind ourſelves both better and happier for 
heſe frequent and painful Interruptions E 
E Sur preſent Peace. Make us thankful, We 


beſeech thee, for the Poſlibility of this Im- 


Þrovement of our Misfortunes, and careful 


to advance it; and grant that our Care may 


e effectual, and may promote thy Honour, 
nd our Salvation, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
ode. | 


For the ſame. 


| 0 Bleſſed Teſus, to thee; who art ſuch 


an High Prieſt, as can be touched with 


ibe Feeling 9 our Infirmities ; to thee, who 
\ when on Earth waſt made perfect through 
4 Sufferings, We defire to pour forth our 
3 Hearts, and utter our Supplications. Have 


© Pity on us, We beſeech thee, when in this 
; N Human 
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Human Nature, which thou once aſlumedf 1 
We become ſubject to ſuch ſevere Suffer. 18 
ings, as thou didſt once experience; aftᷣ 
relieve us under them, either by the Rem.. 
val of them, or by converting them, through, ® 
a patient Endurance of them, to our greate 3 
Advantage. Grant that the Pains of ou} ** 
Bodies may prove a Leſſon of Inſtruction th 2 
our Souls, and may improve us in our Duty} 
to thee, our Neighbours, and Ourſelves, 
Let the Miſeries that W. e endure, reminli!/ 
us of thy infinite Love and Condeſcenſia] 1 
in enduring far worſe for our Sakes, and of 
the Return of Gratitude and Duty, which! 
We owe for ſuch aſtoniſhing Mercy. Gran | 
that they may excite in us a fearful Appre- | 
henſion of the Sufferings reſerved for the | 
Puniſhment of the Wicked, and an earn | 
Zeal and Care to avoid them through thy Þ 
meritorious Paſſion. Make us thankful for þ 
the many Days of Eaſe and Comfort, which! 
we have long enjoyed, and too lightly e 
garded; and fix in us hereby a more fim 
Conviction, that this Scene of Life was not Þ 
intended for a Scene of Enjoyment, but for Þ 
a Preparative for a better World. Teach 
us therefore to wean our Thoughts from 
the Love of this World, that We may be 
prepared to enjoy it with more Indifference, 
and to leave it with leſs Concern. Teach 
: be oe I 5 


"P": 
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v to avoid all wilful Sins as the original 


hl Occaſion, and preſent great Aggravation of 
n all Sufferings ; and blels us with a practical 
10. Nenſe of this great Truth, that Iniquity is 
ob! indeed the worſt of all Calamities. Let us 
te learn to ſympathize with other rere R 

wh and, as far as in us lies, endeavour to pre 

of vent and to relieve their Sufferings: And in 

tf 3 all our unavoidable Afflictions, diſpoſe and 
1 enable us to look up to thee as a Pattern 


ot 
8 


J waſt in all Points tempted like as We are, yet 
xt © without Sin. And though thy perfect In- 


Lode | 
4 
2 


1 | 7 Nocence could not ſet us an Example of Re- 


both of Sufferings and of Patience, who | 


pentance, yet let the Remembrance of thy 
| © all-ſufficient Atonement for us convince us 
of the Neceſſity of imitating thy Holineſs; 


8 
N PLL * 


of bearing contentedly our preſent Lot, 

| © whatever it be; and of applying it to the 
Advancement of ſuch Virtues as may qua- 
| - lify us for the Enjoyment of thoſe high De- 

lights, that thou haſt promiſed to all 20 
come to the Father by thee, with Truſt in thy 

* Merits, and Obedience to thy Precepts. 
1 Improve, We beſeech thee, and accept our 
imperfect Progreſs in Duty, e thy 
own all-ſufficient Satisfaction. 


H =, - Fay 
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Fr the Inproement f the / Ck Perſon 


O God, who art merciful in the Diſper- FJ 
8 755 ſation of thy Juſtice, and juſt in the} 
Diſpenſation of thy Mercy; who intendeſt | 
our Good in thy foreſt Puniſhments, and“ 


| haſt required us to apply them thereto: 


_ Give this Senſe of thy gracious Intention, | 
and this Spirit of wiſe Application, to thy | 
Servant, whom Thou haſt now confined toÞ 
this Bed of Sickneſs. Thou haſt removed | © 
bun from the uſual Temptations of the Þ 
World, from the Luſt of the Fleſh, the Luſt Þ 
of the Eyes, and the Pride of Life Make 
im to remember that the Abſence of Temp- Þ 
tation is not Virtue ; that it is not hs Choice 
but thy wiſe Diſpoſal, that He is now free Þ 
from the Inducement to many Vices. Make 
Him to know that there ſtill are Duties pro- 


per to and practicable in his preſent Con- 
dition; and give m Grace more earneſtly 
to apply to theſe, now that it is no longer in 
bis Power to teſtify his Obedience by a cho- 
ſen Denial of many ſinful Inclinations 
Teach him the greater Abhorrence of every 
former Compliance with evil Suggeſtions, 
which He now ſees and feels to be fo vain 
and fruitleſs; the greater Reſignation to thy 
ended Will i in 415 1 iin, which 


ate 


v WR 


SR AS 


7 iu YOu 7 7 of the Sick. 9 
bre the juſt Reward of every Mortal's Sins; 


1 and the greater Love of Devotion, and Con- 


1 3 emplation of thy Mercies, which are at all 


imes our Supreme Good, and in theſe 
Fr. imes of Diſtreſs our only Support. Let 
23 is Mind improve in a Senſe of Duty, and 
in every proper Expreſſion of it, though 07s 


Body be no longer able to join in the Ser- 
vice; and accept it, We beſeech thee, im- 


perfect as it is, for the Sake of the perfect 


and meritorious Sacrifice of o our r Saviour Jelus | 
| ſEtviſt. : n 


' By the Inprovenent f theſe that are e preſent. 


God, who haſt given us Grace to teſ- 
tify a right Diſpoſition of Mind by 


"this charitable Attendance on this our diſ- 


reſſed Neighbour, make this an Oppor- 
tunity to us of Improvement in the other 
Articles of Duty. Let us learn or recollect 
the earneſt Motives to ſincere Piety, and 
the beſt Time and Manner of applying 
them. Cauſe us faithfully to obſerve the 


Importance of a good Conſcience, when all 


F | other Comforts fail us; and the Neceſſity 


of making ſuch a Proviſion for ſuch a Seaſon 


4 ; of Diſtreſs, as muſt ere long be our own. 
ET Cauſe us farther to obſerve, how unſuitable 
2 Seaſon is a Bed of Sickneſs for the great 
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making our Peace with thee, whilſt HealthÞ 


and Strength enable us to perform properly 
this weighty Buſineſs. Grant that the Sight | 


of his Condition may wean us from the 


Work of Repentance ; how much the 80 
dily Indiſpoſitions difable the Mind for „ | Fr 
proper Attention to Duty and the ſupreme} 2 
Object of it; and diſpoſe us to reſolve h = 
prevent this Inconvenience and Hazard b 


R 


Love of this World, and from all immode- | 
rate Attachment to thoſe ſuppoſed Advan- | 
tages of it, which yield us now ſo little Plea- 
ſure, and which ſoon, We ſee, will yield us EX 
no real Profit. Grant that the viſible Un- 
_ certainty of Life, and all its Comforts, may | 


PAS 
— 4 . 


lead us to fix our Hearts on a Life of more Þ . 


Security and greater Enjoyments; and 6 Þ _ 

to value and uſe the good Things of this!] 
World, as to make them inſtrumental to Þ 
the Attainment of thoſe better Things pro- 
vided for us in the next. Cauſe the ſpeedy ? 


End, which We are hereby reminded that 


the preſent Scene mult have, to make ws 


more content under the Diſtreſſes, and more 
indifferent about the Enjoyments of it; and 


to teach us the great Leſſons of Patience, 


Humility, and Innocence. Let not the Ad- 


vantages of Strength, or Underſtanding, or 
Beauty, or Fortune, clate us beyond Our 
proper Degree, when W e recollect to how 


| mor- 
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9 5 de a State We may ſoon be redu- 
*Rced ; and permit Us not, O God, to live in 
my uch a State, as that the Caſualty of an 
; 3 Hour may leave us without any rational 
Support. Cauſe theſe Reflections to fink 
into our Hearts, and to influence our Lives. 
| Z* Grant that our Neighbour's Affliction may 
it K ? be turned in this Manner to our Advantage; 
and that We, who meet together to pray 
for his Comfort and Salvation, may depart 
with more earneſt Reſolutions to provide 
for our own, And bring him and us, We 
beſeech thee, fafely through this Vale of 

Tears, to the Enjoyment of thoſe Things, 
which Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, nei- 
ther have entred into the Heart of Man to 
conceive ; and which Thou haſt prepared for 
and promiſed to thoſe that love thee, > Brough 


| Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
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©: O God, the Father of 3 the Author 
F of all Holineſs and all Comfort, Teach 
us to proportion our Regard to the Import- 
| > ance of each Part of our Nature, and to 
| Pray with more Earneſtneſs for the Salva- 
tion of our Souls than for the Eaſe of our 
Bodies, Whether We are in Health or in 


vickneſs, We pray that this may be our 
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conſtant Care; and that this thy Servant, 


under the Indiſpoſition of this bis mortal Þ 4 


Part, may recover, or retain, and improve 
1 57 Valde for that which is immortal. Grant 
that his Petitions for Pardon and Grace ma 
be more fervent than even thoſe for Health; 
and that if His Continuance in this World 
ſeem deſireable, his Preparation for another 
may appear neceſſary. Convince him that 
the ſame holy Temper of Mind, which is 
the only Qualification for an happy Death, 
is indeed the Foundation of all Comfort in 


Life; and that if bis Prayers for Pardon are 


but heard, He is equally prepared for either 
Event. We defire to leave every other Re- 
queſt to thy free Diſpoſal ; but reject us not, 
We entreat thee, in our Application for ſpi- 
ritual Bleflings, and particularly for the Re- 
miſſion of our Sins. Make us reſigned and 
content in every State, but a State of Im- 
penitence, and make all our other Deſires 
ſubſervient to our Improvement in Piet). 
Continue us then, We beſeech thee, in this 
Life, till We are fit for another; and then, 
when Thou pleaſeſt, take us to thyſelf. 
Hear us, O Lord, for the Sake of our Sa- 
viour Joins | Chriſt. 


75 
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- For Forgiveneſs, 


| : - Oregiovs God, who haſt taught us to . 
P pray to thee for Mercy, and haſt pro- 
; miſed it to thoſe who duly apply to thee for 
; | : it in the Name of thy Son; Hear our earneſt 
- pgs for ourſelves, and for this thy 
Servant, who now delires to ſeek for and to 
© obtain it through the Merits of is Saviour 

: | Jeſus Chriſt. Open thine Eyes, We be- 
ſeech thee, to the Sufferings, and thine Ears 
; ] to the Addreſſes of a Soul pierced with a 
due Senſe of its Wants, and enlightened | 
Voith the Knowledge of the only Fountain 
of Hope and of Relief. He confeſles that 
Hie is unworthy of the Grace He aſks, and 
that Nothing but thy unbounded Goodneſs | 
could encourage him to apply for it. But 
without thy Mercy He muſt for ever periſh ; 
and as no Rational Creature can bear the 
Thought of eternal Perdition, fo Thou haſt 
1 ee declared that Thou ꝛcilleſt not the 
Death of any Sinner. Enliven therefore his 
Petitions, and accept them; and grant that 
He may obtain Mercy, that through him Je- 
\ ſus Chriſt may Shew forth all Long-ſuffering 
and Compaſſion. His Life, He acknowledges, 
| Cannot ſtand a ſtrict Teſt and Enquiry ; 
for of Thou, Lord, Sony be extreme to mark 
F 1 H 4 wha * 
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what is done amiſs, O Lord who may abide Þ 4 
it? He dares not appeal to the Tribunal of Þ Wii 
thy Juſtice, but flies to thy gracious Offer of Þ g 
Mercy. Accept him, We pray thee, in thi 
Method, according to the bleſſed Covenant 
of Favour and Acceptance, which thy Son 
our Saviour purchaſed for us, and publiſhed 
to us. Prepare him by Sincerity of Heart, 
and Reſolution of Obedience, to apply to 
thee in Prayer; ſtrengthen hm by a com- 
fortable Truſt in thee, to proceed uniformly 
in the Path of Holineſs; favour him with 
farther Time to teſtify his Sincerity by a holy 
Life; and whenever Thou ſhalt pleaſe to call 
him hence, receive him to the Arms of thy 
Mercy throuzh the Interceſſion and Merit 
of our only Advocate and Redeemer, Jet us 
Chriſt thy Son our Lord. 


For a 71 ight Fudgment Po cur - State, 


O Holy God, who art 9 of purer Eyes than : 

to bebold Intquity without Abhorrence, 
and yet doſt diſcern it in the moſt ſecret Re- 
ceſſes of cur Hearts; where it often lies hid 
from the Obſervation of Others, and ſome- 
times eſcapes our own; Aſſiſt us, we be- 
ſeech thee, in the Knowledge of ourſelves, 
and give us the Underſtanding to judge of 
our State 28 it is in itſelf, and as Thou dil- | 

cerneſt 
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Erneſt it to be. We confeſs, O I - 4, our 
2 Plindneſs and Partiality in every Inſtance of 
gur imperfect Conduct, and more eſpecially 
: ü thoſe which relate to our own Breaches of 
9 duty. Make us zealous to correct this In- 
| firmity, and particularly watchful to guard 


geainſt it in every thing relating to the Diſ- 


charge of our Obligations to thee, Deliver 


us from Indifference and Self-Deceit. Make 


us ſenſible wherein We have done amiſs, and 
| wherein We have made a right Uſe of thy 


gracious Aſſiſtance; that We may enjoy the 
Comfort of a good Conſcience, and may not 
de miſled by an erroneous one. O Lord, 


Thou art greater than our Hearts and tnoweft - 
| @ll things. Enable us to appeal to thee with 


$incerity and Truth; that We may not 


fatter ourſelves with Security 3 in any volun- 
| tary Sin, nor yet diſturb ourſelves with ground= _ 
leſs Scruples. And grant that, according as 


Our State requires, We may reſolve againſt 


| the Repetition of former Sins, or upon Per- 
| ſeverance in our habitual Virtues ; and in 


either Caſe confirm, and ſtrengthen, and 


9 * 
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accept our good Purpoſes for the Sake of our 
5 oe 2008 Chriſt, 


5 and may gain Power over thoſe evil Incl. 


Te, preſent with us to will that which ts good, We 


1 06 von, for 7 fi zation 97 the Sick, 


Fer Strength el 7 emprations. 


0 Almi ghty God, who. haſt placed us i * 
a State of Trial, grant that We null 
ever account it our Wiſdom to prepare wh 
Souls for Temptation, and to be watchiiſf 
againſt thoſe peculiar Snares which beg 
that State to which thy Providence has cal. 
ed us. Grant that whilſt We are free fron; 
thoſe Allurements which attend Proſpein 
and Health, We may guard againſt aw 
Motions to Doubt or Diſtruſt, to Nevin E: 
or Murmuring, or any faulty Temper which 
may be apt to invade us in the Day of ary 
Diſtreſs. Grant that whilſt We are wakes 
in Body, We may yet grow ſtrong 1 in Mind 


nations, which give the great Force to out, 
ward Temptation, Prepare us for this Su- 
Cees by a true and deep Humility, that We, 
may know wherein our Weakneſs and o 
: Strength conſiſt. We confeſs, O Lord, tha 
of ourſelves We are not able to think or v! 
do that which is right, but We can do m 
Wings through Chriſt that flrengthenetb u. 
For his Grace We apply, that when it i 


may likewiſe be able to perform it. And 


| ſince it is the engt Recommendation of 
| Ou 
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e Duty, that We always judge in Favour 

hit, when We are beſt able to judge of it, 
ben we are free from the Influence fp £ 


| pre careful againſt it, to decline, as much 
15 poſſible, the Path of it; or to leſſen its 
'y cight, or to reſiſt its ſtrongeſt Efforts. 
{Guard us particularly againſt the Devices of 
| af wr Spiritual Adverſary the Devil; diſpoſe 
Ew carneſtly to refiſt him and his Suggeſtions, 

Jad deliver us finally and perfectly from all 


any | 5 Snares and Aſſaults. Bleſs theſe our 
e Prayers, and proſper, We beſeech thee, dur 


Pitable Endeavours, that though it is not 
de Privilege of this mortal State, to get above 
Temptation, We may yet be enabled, by thy 
divine Aſſiſtance, to paſs innocently through 

tt. Grant that by this powerful Aid, and 
he due Improvement of it, We may at 
: 0 length attain to that happy Scene, where no 
4 Inward Corruption or outward Allurement 
hall interrupt a ready and uniform Perform 
ence of our Duty to thee; an entire Dedi- 
Tation of ourſelves and all our Deſires to thy 
Dieine Will. Bring us ſafely, We pray thee, 
3 through the manifold Trials of this World, 
to that perfect State of Obedience and Feli- 

Yd ; city, for the Sake and through the Merits of 
j Jour Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 


Por 


4 


Emptation, give us the Crace to be the 
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For P exſeverance in good Reſolutions, = ; 


O Almighty God, who art eternal in thy 


Nature and immutable in thy God | 


nels ; Look down, We beſeech thee, with 


Pity and Compaſſion, on our many naturd K 
and moral Detects. Enable us to endurf 
with Reſignation our unavoidable Infirmi 


tics, and to correct with Care every volun- 


tary Frailty. Accept our preſent fincer Þ 


and warm Deſires of ſerving thee faithfully 
and grant that we may never fail in the Sin 


cerity, or abate of the Warmth of Purpots Þ 
which We have ſo wiſely grounded. Pie. 
pare us by Humility, by Devotion, by con- 
tant Diligence, to fulfil theſe neceſſary Re- 
ſolutions, to guard againſt every Violation! 
of our Duty, and above all, to prevent! 
ſingle Failures from proceeding to habitual Þ 
Neglect. Preſerve us from every Inſtance Þ 
of wilful Tranſgreflion, or pardon it, and 
make it the Occaſion of renewing and con- ö 
firming our Holy Reſolutions. Make our 


good Purpoſes as laſting as the Reaſons on 
which they are founded ; and convince us 


every Day more and more of the Neceſſit), | 
and the Advantages of diſcharging our reli- F 
gious Obligations, Strengthen us by tiy | 


Grace to act according to this Conviction, 


— 
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L 0 Bod to live like thoſe, who bear it cerperanlly. 


in their Memories and their Hearts. Continue 
to us every imperfect Attainment already 


4 n in us; ſupply what is yet wanting 


Sn us, and give us a better Senſe and Know- 
1 Rage of our ſpiritual Wants. Guard us againſt 8 
thoſe Sins, which are moſt apt to beſet us ; 
and againſt thoſe, which, being leaſt ſuſpect- 
Ca, may prove moſt dangerous : : And grant 


that i in the Hour of Trial We may have the 


ſame Thoughts and Impreſſions as in this 


ZHour of Devotion, and may by thy gracious 


Z Aſſiſtance be enabled to teſtify them by Per- 


ſevrerance and Improvement in true Piety 


and Virtue. Accept our repeated Sup- 


plications for this, which is the greateſt 


y Blefling that can be conferred in this Life, 


', WH 8 855 255 . be „ 1 a * 
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and will lead to thoſe exalted Bleſſings, 
which Thou. wilt confer in a future _ 
on all who fincerely obey and truſt 

thee, through the Merits of. our Saviour 


Jeſus Chriſt, 


1 * Fer a charitable Diſpop {LON in the Mt ck Per for. 


Gracious God, to whoſe Mercy: We 
owe both our Being and Well-Being, 


Who haſt taught us to imitate this Divine 


Attribute, and to excrcile that Charity to: 
. e eee 
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all; Give us Grace to follow thy moſt ev. 
. cellent Pattern and Precept, and to thenf 
that benevolent Regard to all Mankind 
which We deſire to receive from them 
Make us to conſider this as the principd} 
Ornament and Duty of our Lite at al} 


the Day of Sickneſs, when We ourſelye 
receive every Comfort and Support from the 
charitable and good Offices of others. Im. 


on this thy Servant, whom thy Providene | 
has called to the Trial of Sickneſs, and haÞ 


Him in it. Give bim a juſt Senſe of theþ * 
Miſeries, Which the more indigent Part of lu 
” Fellow-Creatures ſuffer under the like Afﬀic- 
tion, and a Heart to contribute to the Relief] 
of them. Diſpoſe him to a Reſolution f 
endeavouring to leſſen the Number and | i 
lighten the Degree of other Mens Sorrows, | ® 
| and direct him to ſome proper Method of 1 
communicating his Aſſiſtance, and of d. : 
Aributing to the Neceſſities of the Saint,. 


——— —— > 


| fion to their Bodies, to a like tender Re | 


Hts Charity not 7 in giving but in for- 


each other, which Thou haſt ſhewn ton 


Times, and more particularly ſeaſonable in 


8 vo * 


preſs, we beſeech thee, this Conſideration Þ 


bleſſed with Friends to relieve and ſupport E: 


; bs Thoughts from this juſt Compal | | 4 


6 3 . n * 8 
—9 1 


gard to their Souls, and incline Him to New F 


giv iving | 3 


IC 9 — W | 


| 3 
5 


Wl! Reſentment from his Soul, at leaſt every 
Hopes of Pardon ; and make him endeavour 


Noyment to prepare bimſelf. Teach biz, 
and teach us all, the comparative Inſigni- 


b eat Differences amongſt Mankind, and 


/ ay all, without Prejudice to each other, 


Attain; and which would be more effectually 
"cured, and more highly exalted by the 
point Purſuit of it. Continue us all in this 
Auſt Sentiment, and in this holy Temper of 


ind, till We are brought, through thy 


for the Sake of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 


in te fame. 
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thy wiſe and good Providence haſt 


= Prayers for Viſitation of the Sick. 11. 
ne his Brethren. Enable him to diſcard © 


Palicious Kind or Degree of it, which thou 
haſt taught us to know will defeat all our 


) ſuit is Temper to that heavenly Region, 
br which it is now is juſt Deſire and Em- 
fcancy of thoſe things, which create the 


Which too often hinder us in the Purſuit of 5 
hat more important Intereſt, which We 
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1 ercy, to the fuller Enjoyment of thee and 
thy Goodneſs, Hear us, We beſeech thee, 


_ ** ay > — abi. ed he — * 
77 — 5 . 
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or a Spirit of Forgiveneſ and Reconciliatim : 


Eu 
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\ Gracious God, Who ja the Exerciſe of 


oY F hought fit to ſhew Mercy to Man beyond 
thy other fallen Croatures;. Give us the Grace 
2X | to 


4454 


1 
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to ſhew Mercy to Each Other, and to |, 


deſirous to promote univerſal Peace and G 


Will throughont the World. Make us h. 


delight in mutual Forbearance and Forge? 
neſs for its own Sake, and more eſpeciaſ, 
as an Inſtance of Duty and Obedience to ther 
Cauſe us to remember how much We ſai} % 
in Need of Pardon from thee, and even fn, 
the Reſt of Mankind, and how indiſpenßI * 
bly thy gracious Precepts require of us thf 
Return of it to them. Teach us particſþ 
larly that this Duty, which is ſeaſonable ata 
Times, and which does much become uf 
both as Men and as Chriſtians, is more fn 
gularly ſuitable to a State of Sickneſs, ani 
Cauſe us to . 
flect how inconſiderable our Miſunderſtand-Þ 
ings muſt appear, when Death approach] 
and Judgment enſues; and when uninte- 
rupted Happineſs is, through thy MeryÞþ 
our comfortable Proſpect. And whilſt WPF 
are praying to thee for a ſafe Paſſage to thut 


to a Sealon of Devotion. 


A 


unmerited Felicity, inſpire us with that ne- 


ceſſary 
void of all Malice or Hatred to Others 


Qualification, a compaſſionate Heatt TT 


without which our Petitions cannot be a-P 


8 ceptable to thee. 


Impreſs this Sentiment on 


this thy Servant, who has now this awaken ! 


ed Call to meditate on the Benefit of Com- 2 
e | 
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. Prayers fir 7 fhrariun of the Sick. 11 3 
1 ee and make him as deſirous to forgive 


eas to be forgiven. Cauſe him to be earneſt } 
ll Ro make Satisfaction to all whom He may 
0 'T] way have injured, and to deſire their 


Pardon ; ; and make him equally ready to re- 
mit all Offences againſt himpelf, and to ex- 
erciſe bis own F orgiveneſs towards the Of- 
Fenders. | And orant that it may now be bis 
chief Employment to pray with Sincerity | 
For the eternal Salvation of Hinſelf and 
Others; and do Thou, We beſeech thee, 

| ®#hear and accept his Petitions for the Sake: 
and through the Merits of our Saviour Jeſus 
"Chriſt, 


| For a « Bling on Remedies. 
0 . 0 I Lord, in whom We hoe, m4 move, 
Y | "and have our Being, who of thy own 


1 Gree Bounty gaveſt us theſe Faculties of 
Mind and Body, and by the ſame unmerit- | 
ed Goodneſs continueſt them to us, We 
| deſire to be duly ſenſible of theſe Bleſſings 
Te Ourſelves, and, through a proper Senſe of 
them, to implore a Recovery of them for 
this our diſtreſſed Neighbour. We know 
that thy Providence conſiſts not in over- 
1 ruling frequently the Courſe of Nature, but 
in diſpoſing and directing it to anſwer the 
NY 1 of oy wiſe Counſels: : Diſpoſe, We 
E — Ih beſecch 


ES 
— 
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| beſeech thee, each natural Influence in Be. "= 
Half of this thy afflicted Servant. Direct M1 
to the proper Remedies for bis Cure, and | 
give Blefling and Succeſs to the Application L 
of them. Grant him and us a proper No- 
tion of and Truſt in thy Superintendance and 
Aſſiſtance; that We may look for it in the] 
Way that Reaſon and Revelation direct; nei 
ther ſuperſtitiouſly neglecting the Uſe of Hu- 
man Means, nor prophanely relying on them 
as the only Means of our Welfare. Let u 
raiſe our Thoughts and Hearts to thee the ö 
firſt Cauſe, whilſt We are applying thok Þ !“ 
ſecond Cauſes, which Thou in Mercy hat] 
afforded us; and give Efficacy to them in] 
the ſpeedy and perfect Recovery of him, fi Þ 
whom our Prayers are now deſired. Gran | 
this, We beſeech thee, for * Sake of our 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. | 


Ber the Recovery if the fe ch Perſun 


\ God-- hs Giver af” our Beings, and | 2 

| Diſpenſer of Health and Sicknels, off 9 
Like and Death; We apply to thee in Be“ 
half of this thy Servant, praying to thee, 
that He may ever acknowled ge thy Powe | 8 
and Goodneſs, and may at this Time e- 
perience the Aſſiſtance of them. Tle 
Wilkes of Friends avail not ; The Fowl - 
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pf Nature or of Art are of no Force without 

BW concurring Blefling : Bleſs then, We 
peſeech thee, every Application for his Re- 
covery. Support him under the Pains that 


2 now endures, and deliver him ſpeedily 

from them. Grant him ſuch a Senſe of his 

e e Danger, as may anſwer the Purpoſe 
for which Thou ſentedſt it on Hm: _ * 
grant him ſuch a Deliverance from it, bt 
may belt promote thy Glory, and his beten x 
and future Welfare. Make bis Petitions 1 
for Improvement by this Sickneſs as ſincere 4Y 
als thoſe for his Releaſe from it, and crown 3 
j boch with an happy Succeſs. Preſerve him 1 
in this Life, with a due Senſe of his Preſer- H 
vation; and lead hin thereby to a better 1 
Preparation for and more ſecure Enjoyment bf 
of the Felicity of the next. Hear us, We 23H 
[- 1 beſeech * for the Sake of our Saviour 
| ] For a due « Preparati on fir Death. | 
| z Jo Almighty God, who haſt made Death = 
| the neceſſary Paſſage to eternal Life; | 
| 4 © Grant that we may fo earneſtly fix our 43 
Hearts on this great Conſummation of our 0 
Hope, that We may be prepared to go = 
| BY that Paſſage to it without Horror. = 
1 e a Holy Life be our conſtant Prepara- * 
” BK 8 . 2 tive, 1 


I 16 ine fir Vi iſ itation of the Sick. 


tive, that even a ſudden. Departure may = 
prove no Calamity, but may be only tbe 


Means of tranſlating us more ſpeedily 0 
Glory; or that a longer Continuance on 
Earth may be a real Blefling, and by in. 
creaſing and improving our Virtues, may be 
the Means of increaſing our future Reward, 3 
Make us ever live as thoſe who know that | 
they muſt die, and prepare to die as thoſt 


who know that they muſt riſe again b 


Judgment. Make us careful neither to Þ 

haſten our Diſſolution by Sin or Folly, not 

through Fear of it to be terrified from the] 
Diſcharge of any Part of our Duty. When 
We conſider it as the Law of Nature, make 
us chearfully ſubmit to that Law from 
which ſo many Bleſſings are derived to Us; 
When We conſider it as the Decree of | 
Heaven, diſpoſe us dutifully to refign Our- 
ſelves to the Divine Will ; When We con- | 

ſider it as the Penalty of Tranſgreſſion, 
make us thankful that this may be our only 
Penalty ; and when We conſider it as the 
End of this World's Miſery as well as the 
Entrance on Glory, lead us to embrace it as 

our kind Deliverer. Above all, excite us 
to look up to thee with grateful Hearts, 
that haſt enabled us thus by Chriſtian F aich 
and Chriſtian Practice to diſarm and con- 
quer our laſt G the hs of Terrors. 
Teac 


4 . 


* 4 


was unexpected, 


Eſteem of it by the only 


Lago Chriſt. 
Far « one that i 7 «feed x with fudden mh. 
\ Lord, 


of whoſe Interceſſion for us, 


to apprehend. But we know not either 


our Strength or Weakneſs, and conſider not, 
as We ought, thy Providential Diſpoſal of 
Let thy Power and Mercy, We 
pray thee, be magnified in thy farther Deal- 


either. 


ings with this thy Servant, and grant that 
his Recovery may be as ſpeedy as his Diſeaſe 


ture Improvement: and grant him in thy 


good Time a Releaſe from his Complaints, 
and an Opportunity of teſtifying the Sin- 
cerity of his good Thoughts by a Life ex- 
emplarily 


13 
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Teach us duly to value and ſuitably to im- 
prove this great Privilege, teſtifying our 
ſure Proof, an 
uniform Virtue, and an humble Truſt in 
the Merits and Mediation of our Saviour 


the. e of Life, and: : 
vernor of all Events; We approach 
thee in Behalf of this thy Servant, the Want 
on the like 
Occaſion, We ſo lately had equal Reaſon 
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Or if this ſeem not good 
to thy wiſe Providence, let the Continuance 
of his Indiſpoſition afford him Time and 
Inclination to apply himſelf ſeriouſly to Re- 
pentance, Devotion, and Reſolutions of fu- 
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1 18 | Prayers for 7 gti of the | Sick. 
. emplarily holy and pious. Or if, in thy wiſe 


Counſels, this Sickneſs is appointed to ene 
in Death, accept, We beſeech thee, of his | © 
unfeigned Prayers and holy Purpoſes. Par. | 
don the Errors of his Life, and the Imper- 
fections of his Repentance, and receive hin 


to thy Mercy. And give us Grace to im- 
prove ſuch Events to an higher Advancement 
in Piety, that We may be perpetually mind- 
ful of the Neceſſity of thy Protection and 
Favour, and may never live in ſuch a State 
as We ſhall fear to die in. Let the Re- 
membrance of the Uncertainty of Life con- 
tribute to the Innocence of it, that We may 
be prepared for all Events, and may be fit 
for the Enjoyment of thy Preſence, when 
ever thou ſhalt pleaſe to call us out of this 
World. Grant this, O Lord, for the Sake 
of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 


For a one e that bas been long ill, 


3 God, e in the. Midſt of 


Judgment haſt remembred Mercy, 


and haſt made the ſoreſt Calamities to which 
We are liable, to be attended with ſome Ad- 
vantages; Give thy Grace to this thy Servant, 
that He may look on the diſtreſsful Part of 
bis Condition to remind him of his Sins, and 
on the beneficial Part of it to remind þim ol 
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r Mercy; by both to quicken him to earneſt a 


1 7 epentance. . Let the tedious Diſtemper, 
which He ſaffers under, raiſe 51s Thoughts 
2 the Cauſe of all Human Sorrow in the 
Diſobedience of Man, and to an humble Re- 
flection on the Diſobedience of Each Man, 
Jas a juſt Cauſe of each One's Suffering. But 
let him look on the Time and Opportunity 
of Repentance hereby afforded as a particular 

Favour, and improve it into a real Bleſſing. 
Make him thankful that He was not ſnatched 
away in a State of Impenitence, nor cut off 
* in the Purſuit of Sins and Follies. Make him 
| thankful that his Diſtemper affects not his 
* Underſtanding, but that Thou continueſt to 
bim the Uſe of his Senſes and is Reaſon. 
10 continue to him, or revive in him, the 
, Grace to improve this Opportunity of Mercy; 5 
and if bis long-depending Sickneſs. try his 
Patience, let it likewiſe confirm it. Grant 
that He may employ the Time hereby afforded 
in Acts of Repentance for former Offences, 
in Acts of Reſignation to his preſent Lot, 
and in Acts of Truſt for thy future Mercy: 
That whilſt is Body is decaying, His Soul 
may be improving, and at their enſaing Se- 
> paration may be duly prepared to return to 
thee who gaveſt it, through the Merits and 
1 Satisfaction of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
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5 120 5 Prayers for Vifitation of the Sick, 
: Hor one tat 1s Bearid, : 


Gracious God, for whom and by whon | oY 
We were made, who haſt wiſe aniÞ J. 
. Ends to ſerve for thine Honour and“ 
our Advantage, even in thoſe Diſpenſation, 
which may ſeem the leaſt defireable tou; 
We deſire to acknowledge and to improv Þ 
thy Mercy, whether or not We can diſcen | 
the Cauſe, or ſhould chooſe the Method! 
thy dealing with us. We know that Thu 


vlt not require more of us than We can dy, 


or lay more on us than We can bear; and $1 
We defire in each Reſpect to conform to 4 
thy Will to the beſt of our Power. Butit Þ © 
is not thy Will that We ſhould not pray for 3 


Deliverance from or Support under our 
Afflictions. It is thy gracious Direction, 
that by Prayer and Supplication We ſhould li 
cum Requeſts be made known unto thee, Ac- 
cept therefore our Requeſts in Behalf of this 
thy Servant, whom thy Providence has con- 
fined from the Society of all, but thoſe who 

through Charity come to adminiſter to % 
Conſolation. Encourage and proſper this good 
Work, and accept our Petitions for this our J 
diſtreſſed Neighbour, Sweeten this Con- 

fi nement to bn and grant him every Com- 
fort and Relief which the Nature of his Di- 
1 trels 


is ſhewn in giving us our Share of Affliction 
in this World. O ſanctify it to us, and more 
© eſpecially give thy Grace to this thy Servant, 
to conſider and to apply even this Diſtreſs 
as an uſeful Deliverance from many danger- 
and as an Opportunity 
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ous Temptations, 
of exerciſing many valuable Virtues. 
that He may hereby continue in the preſent 


a ſeverer Puniſhment, and that thy Mercy 


Scene to be the Object of thy Favour, and 
Heir of thy Promiſes: that if He deſcend 


not ever from this Bed of Affliction to con- 
verſe again with Men on Earth, yet He may 
at length aſcend from it to the Society of 


os 4 Men made Perfect in Heaven, through 
the 


Prayers for Viſitation of the Sick. 121 
| rel: will admit of. Let his Mind be ſtill ca- 
z 1 Gable of looking into itſelf, and of enjoying 
1 | wa and teach im to know that this is 
the principal Bleſſing of every Situation in 
Life. If any particular Miſconduct has called 
for this as a neceſſary Act of Diſcipline, 
make him thoroughly ſenſible of ſuch Of- 
fence, and truly penitent for it. 
Ile may turn to thee with his whole Heart, 
and may learn that a Bed of Sickneſs ſo ap- 
: plied is more valuable than the moſt perfect 
State of thoughtleſs Health. Or if His Tranſ- 
greſſions have not been diſtinguiſhed beyond 
ZF the Reſt of Mankind, yet let h/m, and let us 
1 Fall remember, that our daily Offences deſerve” 


Grant that 
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122 Prayers for Viſitation of the Sich, 


the new Covenant, Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, | 


us Grace to look up with Thankfulneſs u 

_ thee for our own happier Lot, and to lokÞ 
down with Compaſſion on this our Brote, 
in whom Thou haſt given us an Examph | 
of the Uncertainty of our Continuance her. 
and of all the Enjoyments attending it 
Convert, We beſeech thee, this ſad Calamity Þ 
into a real Bleſſing to him by the wiſe and] 


enabled to make of it. Suffer hm not t 3 
_ eſteem it as the Effect of Chance, but teach 
him to look on every Event as befalling us 


order it to the End, which He may reaſon- 
ably believe thy Providence intended by it. | 


ſtrengthen the Abhorrence of every Tranſ— 
greſſion, which may have provoked the; 
and let it confirm every Virtue and perfect 
every good Reſolution, which may incline | 2 


the Merits of Him, that is the Mediator 4 


For one that i 7s hurt by any Caſualty, 


God, by whole Mercy We live. ah 
this ſo ſecurely, that We are not oft m 
viſited with thoſe Caſualties, which haſta} w 
Death, or make Life uncomfortable ; Gin 


good Uſe, which We pray that He may be] 


by thy Appointment or Permiſſion, and iu 


Let it awaken the Remembrance and 


thy Mercy towards him. In the mean Time 
A have 
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N 9 e Compaſſion on his preſent ſorrowful 


ndition, and grant him as effectual and 
edy Aſſiſtance as the Nature of his Caſe 


9 "I admit. Leſſen, We entreat thee, bis 
Hunger; aſſwage his. Pains, and grant bim 
Patience under thoſe. Applications, which 


may be neceſſary to his Cure. Give Succeſs 


i the Remedies that are judged proper for 
by Recovery, and bleſs thoſe with a right 
ſadement, who are to preſcribe to him, or 
to S e the preſcribed Operations upon 
n. And grant that We may remember 
Nur - daily Perils and our daily Duties; that 


Bicty is the only Foundation of Security; 
henfion of thoſe unforeſeen Caſualties, which 


ccept our Prayers through the Merits and 
ediation of our Saviour 3 8955 Chriſt. 


Fer one ; whoſe caſual Hurt 15 likely 2 prove 


mortal. 


be 
3 

4 
N 

9 4 
3 
„ 2 


. 


God, who haſt waned us by many 


and that if our final State be but ſafe, We 
have no Reaſon to tremble at the Appre- 


may haſten us to it. Confirm us in theſe 
I houghts and in ſuitable Endeavours, and 


 Diſpenſations of thy Providence, and 


many Directions in thy Holy Word, in the 
. of Life to think f Death, and to be 


ever 
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x 24 ee for V; 10 tation 7 the Sick, 


ever prepared for the Summons, When 
Thou mayſt think fit at any Time, ani 
any Method, to call us to thyſelf; Grant th 
We may keep this contianally. in Mind, wh * 
to anticipate uncertain Evil, but to ſecure ak A 
all poſſible Events our certain Good. I 
the Example before us remind us of our ow 
perilous Condition, and incline us at th 
Time to pray and with for him what Wh ? 
| ſhould with Reaſon deſire for ourſelves u, 
the like Misfortune. His late promilinÞ 3 
State of Health and Welfare is now, by NT 
Permiſſion of thy righteous Provident, 
ſuddenly converted into ſevere Pain au 
extreme Danger. If thy Wiſdom fees it 
for him, convert, We beſcech thee, his prelet 
calamitous State into as ſudden an ExpeCtatia 
of Relief and Support ; or bleſs us with the 
Hope of bis Security and Recovery, though Þ 
archer Time be neceſſary to the Accomplit- 
ment of it. Above all, grant that the Stat 
of bis Mind may be ſuitable to the Infi- 
mities of 47s Body. Let the Sincerity and 
Fervency of his Devotion be ſuch as maj 
_ qualify him for Continuance in this Life; 0: 
for a Departure from it. Let the preſent 
Temper of his Soul be as reſigned and 
heavenly, as We hope it always has been, 
and as We pray it may ever be hereaftet, 
il our Prayers for His * are 1 2 
wil 


, ; ich Succeſs. Or if this Calamity be ap- 


Pointed to be the Means of removing him 


Jom this World, accept our earneſt Inter- 


x he Warmth of his preſent Devotions, may 


, 2 


. 
BS 
: 


Chriſt, 


| Foro one that i 7s 70 undergo a fre Operation. 


| 3 
LY 
155 : 


188 God, who in all the Dit 
penſations of thy Providence haſt 
ö [foined Mercies with Judgments, haſt ap- 
pointed Remedies for our foreſt Complaints, 
and yet haſt permitted Terror often to at- 
tend thoſe very Remedies, ſtrengthening 
Us with a natural Love of Life, to endure 
them; Give us Grace to apply all theſe 
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| Diſpenſations to the End intended by them, 
$ and to behave in | all, like Creatures juſtly 


1 | Prayers for V. Viſitation of the Sick. 125 : 
ö 


Reflions for him, that this may be his only 
penalty; that the Integrity of 47s Heart and 


000 ĩ6²54t.( w W ⁰m̃mq te eo 


upply the Place of that more ſolemn Pre- 
paration, which a different Indiſpoſition | 
J might have permitted and required. Pardon, 
upon his devout Supplication, and through 
the Merits of his Saviour, his former Errors 
and Offences ; accept his Progreſs in Virtue, | 
however imperfect; and bring him ſalely 
but of this 54s Miſery, to the Enjoyment =: 
perfect and unalterable Felicity purchaſed by 
the Blood of bis only e 1 


N b 


2 r 
— I. 


Es fignation to thee, who art our only Suppot | 


1 46 Proyers for V iſtation of the Sich. 


ſubj ected to thy Diſcipline, and infinitely a 1 
= Voed to thy Goodneſs, Let the Pains , 
25 Miſeries, which We are all liable to, at! 
our Compaſſion to each other, and our I 


and Comfort in all our Diſtreſſes. Give n e 
Sincerity and Earneſtneſs in our Petitions i et 
this our diſtreſſed Brother, and grant Such 
to the Supplications thus offered up on H 
Behalf. Support him by thy Grace unde 
_ the afflictive Remedy judged neceſſary for h, 
| Recovery, Leſſen his preſent ApprehenfionÞ 
of 20; and orant that it may prove leſs tert. 
ble than bis Apprehenſions, and moſt effee- 
: ou to His Cure. Strengthen him to endur Þ 
it; bleſs him to receive Benefit by it, and | 
ua Hope of Health and Strength, and of * 
innocent and comfortable Uſe of them, be 
ſecurely eſtabliſhed. And grant that theÞ 
Pain, which is only Medicinal, and intended Þ 7 
for his Bodily Welfare, may prove of equi Þ 7 
Advantage to his Soul; may guard him again Þ 
the Pain, which will be inflicted on the im- 
penitent by thy Vengeance; and may lead 
Vim to thoſe holy and good Reſolutions, which 
_ If faithfully fulfilled, will end in painieſs and 
perpetual Enjoyments. Hear us, We be- 
ſeech thee, for the Sake of our Saviour Jen 
Chriſt, - 
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FED For one that 15 maimed. 4 5 
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Ft are not ſufficiently thankful for the moſt 
general and moſt important Bleſſings of Life; 


* Swaken us, We beſeech thee, to a better 
| Fenſe of Mind, who are bleed with a 
bund and perfect Uſe of Body; and ſuffer | 
bs not to learn the Value of this Bleſſing 

merely by the Want of it, Let the Imper- 


| 4 ections of this our diſtreſſed Neighbour 


Excite us only to Gratitude to thee for our 
preſent happier Lot, to Compaſſion to him, 
whoſe Wants call for Aſſiſtance, and to 
"Humility in ourſelves, who are daily liable 
to the like Calamities. Make us deſirous 


to ſupply by our charitable Aſſiſtance that 


Ude of thoſe Limbs, which We cannot re- 
ſtore; and give him Grace reſignedly to 


2 
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5 
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7 


that is ſent on him. Make it the Care of 


bear, and piouſly to improve the Affliction 


us enſuing Days to perfect his better Part, 
| 2 and grant that He may ever remember and 


apply thoſe Words of his Saviour, that 27 16 
better to enter into Life halt or maimed, than 
being whole or ſound to be caſt into ever- 
* laſting Fire. And let him and us raiſe our 
” Thoughts and Hopes to that glorious Time, 


when 


We are fearfully and wonderfully made, 
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128 Prayers fir Viſitation of the Sick, 


when all Infirmities and Imperfections (1; ö R. 


ment of that bliſsful State, through t 


be no more; when a ſincere Faith, and]! 
holy Practice ſhall be rewarded with ty A 
Felicity of our whole Being; and We fhifÞ 1 
receive our Bodies ſpiritualized and perks Þ 


and ſuited to the Immortality and Happ. ; n 


neſs of our Souls. Lead us, We beſeyÞ 
thee, by Piety and Holineſs, to the Enjoj.þ 


Merits of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 
For one that is in great Pain. 
FN Gracious God, who doſt not offi I 
WW wrllingly nor grieve the Children iÞþ 


Men, who {endeſt even Pain and Trouble On | 
us for wiſe and good Ends, as neceflar Þ 


Meſſengers to call us to thyſelf, to corre T 


our Vices, or to confirm our Virtues; Grant Þ 
that We may make them as ſalutary as Thou Þ 


defigneſt them, and that by a wiſe and Y 


pious Application of them, they may prone | 
the Inſtruments of, and Paſſage to an Hap- Þ 
pineſs without End or Interruption. "Though F 
no Chaſtening for the preſent ſeemeth to be joyuu | 
hut grievous, yet We know that it afterward | 


_ wieldeth the peaceable Fruit of Righteouſneſs in LY 


them that are exerciſed thereby; and We fit- 


cerely pray, that whatever may be our out- | 


ward Trials, our inward Exerciſe may be 
* Righteoulnels | 


. 
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e preſume likewiſe to implore thy Mercy 


n the Relief and Support of thoſe Troubles, 
which attend the Paſſage towards it. Thou 
knoweſt the Infirmities of our Nature, that it 


is little, which We can endure, though it is 


much that We deſerve; and that continued or 


Intenſe Pain is in itſelf more terrible to us than 


even the Proſpect of our Diſſolution. No out- 
ward Advantages can alleviate it, nor even a 
good Conſcience remove it; but to thee only 
We can apply for the ſure Alleviation or Re- 
| moval of it, To thee therefore We do apply 

for the Relief of this our much-afflited Bro- 
| ter; beſeeching thee to eaſe his Pains and to 
reſtore his Health. Grant him a comfortable 
Intermiſſion, and a ſpeedy Concluſion of theſe 
his grievous Sorrows. Refreſh bis Spirits; 
* lighten bis Sufferings; pardon his Sins; and 
. Who him ſafely through this Vale of Tears to 
the Enjoyment of thy happy and glorious Pre- 
ſence, for the Sake and through the Merits of : 
; © 5 our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 


ir one who Pain i 75 et 


8 God, Whole Compaſſion is 
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Righteouſneſs and Devotion. But with this 
21 Regard to our ſupreme Concern, 


A greater than our Patience, and whoſe | 
age leſs than our - Iniquities ; ; who 
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haſt left us no Refuge but Devotion in out!? 
Poſe Ears are ever open] 

to our Prayers; make us as ready to acknow. / 
ledge thy Mercy in relieving us, as to im. 
plore Relief in our Diſtreſs; and accept ont] 
humbleſt Tribute of Thanks and Praiſe fo Þ 
that Interval of Eaſe and Refreſhment, which 
Thou haſt granted to this thy Servant fron 
his late great Miſery. Continue, We beſeet 

| thee, and confirm, and compleat this Mer, 
till it end in a perfect Recovery of his Health 
and Strength. Grant that the Joy, which! 
Nature inſpires on a ſudden Releaſe fn], 
painful Senſations, may lead him and usb 
that farther Joy, which Reaſon dictates, an 
Religion confirms; that it may teach ug 
be more thankful for the many Days of EA 
and Comfort, which by thy Mercy We er 
joy; and to look forward to that uninte- 
rupted Scene of Pleaſure and Delight, which 2 
by thy Promiſe We are taught to hope f, 
Prepare us for that Scene by an entire Rely-Þ 2 
nation of ourſelves in all Events to thy god 
Providence, and by a devotional Improve 
ment of every Diſpenſation, which Thou 
ſhalt think fit to ſend on us in our Paſſg , 
towards it. Give us Patience under Suff. 
ings, and Gratitude in the Removal of them 
and in both a true Application of Heart 0! 2 
J 


ſevereſt Pains, and w 


C 


thee and thy Service. Quicken theſe Grac 
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in this thy Servant at this Time, and in us 
n at all Times, that We may in Health pre- 
.] pare for the Viſitation of Sickneſs, and in 
. DSickneis for the Enjoyment of Health; and 
in each intermediate Interval may thank- 


fully apply each Degree of Eaſe and Re- 


*freſhment to the Improvement of our Souls, 


<> 
* 
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- — und 
o 


and to relieve each Others Diſtreſſes; Grant 


13 i that We may ever be ready to diſcharge 


> theſe Offices, and may not be tempted to 


* Reaſons for which it is moſt wanted. Ac- 


— 66 Yd we 


VVV 
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decline to give our Afliſtance for thoſe very 


cept our Services, and hear our Prayers for 
this our diſtreſſed Neighbour. Relieve the 
Caalamities of s Body, and the Diſtreſſes of 
, Soul, and reſtore him to a more com- 
fortable Enjoyment of this World, that He 
may live to make a better Preparation for 


. — . 2 * * * 
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another. Enable him to endure theſe Cala. Þ 


mities, which cannot laſt long; and to pre. ! 


vent thoſe, for which there is no Relief, 
And as Thou inſtructeſt us by our Senſe, | 


and haſt ſubjected this corruptible Part of u 


to Diſeaſes, which Piety cannot prevent, nor 

Wealth remove, teach us to fubmit to them 
with dutiful Patience, as to other Trials; 
and to eſteem it no great Condeſcenſion to 
lend our beſt Help to alleviate ſuch Diſtreß 
as We are all equally ſubject to. Teach u 


rather to make it the Occaſion of contempl» 


ting and gratefully acknowledging that great 


Privilege, which Thou haſt propoſed to our 


5 Hopes, in the Promiſe of the Reſurrection 
of our Bodies; when this diſeaſed Part d 


us ſhall be reſtored to us pure and immortal 
free from a Poſſibility of Ruin or Corrup- 


tion. Enable us by this glorious Projped 
patiently to endure all the Inconvenience 
of our Paſſage towards it, and reſignedly to 


| © bear the ſevereſt Sufferings, which Nature 


unavoidably expoſes us to, and which Art 

cannot always relieve. Let an happy End 
of all our Miſeries be our ſupporting Hope, 
and the Diſcharge of the Conditions of ft 


be dur conſtant Care; and bring us all ſafel) | 3 


through this Scene of Sorrows, and Vale of F 


Tears, to that Happineſs, which is as much! 


beyond our Comprehenſion as our TION? ö 


1 
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| a and which Thou haſt promiſed to all faithful 
Chriſtians, Dogs the Merits of our Saviour ; 


Jelus Chriſt, 
E. one that has | an info 2 Die. | 


Bree Lord, who haſt given us ſuch a” 


Nature, and placed us in ſuch a Station, 


as ſhould keep us in a conſtant Dependance | 


on thy Providence; Grant that the Infirmi- 
ties of the one, and the Caſualties of the 
other, may ever have that happy Effect; and 
that by bringing us to an entire Truſt in thee, ; 
thy ſevereſt Judgments may prove real Bleſ- 
ſings to us. Make us mindful that We are 
ſubje& not only to the gradual Decays of our 
Conſtitution, to the intended Violences of 
the Wicked, and to unforeſeen external Ac-_ 
cidents, but likewiſe to the Seeds of acute 
and violent Diſeaſes lodged within us, which 
are ſpeedily kindled by Others, or cafily com- 
municated to them. Let a Remembrance 
of this fix in us a Senſe of our Frailty, and 
of our Obligations, that We may endeavour 
to be uſeful to others, whilſt We live, and 
accepted by thee when We die. Make us 
thankful that We are not frequently viſited | 
with theſe fore Diſtempers, and make us in- 
duſtrious to adminiſter all the Aſſiſtance un- 
der theſe afflictive Caſes, which We ſhould 


K 3 deſire 
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deſire ourſelves, if We were in the like Con- 
dition. Have Mercy, We beſeech thee, on 
this thy Servant in this ſudden Alteration of 
bis State, and perilous Progreſs of bis Dif. 
eaſe. Grant that He may ſafely paſs through 
it bimſe If, and, if it ſeem good unto thee, 
grant that He may not be the Inſtrument of 
communicating the like Degree of Danger 

to others. Preſerve his Underſtanding, re- 
lieve his Pains, ſupport his Spirits, and give 

Him as ſafe and ſpeedy a Paſſage through is I 

T Diſtemper, as the Nature of it will admit, 
and as thy Wiſdom ſhall fee proper. And 
in the mean Time give him and us an entire 
Reſignation to thy bleſſed Will, and a fincere 
. Diſpolition to improve every Event to thy 
EL ERR and our own Salvation, through our 


Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 


7 or F. "amily under Tmculati one 


- Bleu Lord, who in Judgment haſt ſub- 

AZ jected our Bodies to many acute Diſeaſes, 
and 1 in Mercy haſt afforded us many ſalutary 
Remedies againſt them, by both to awaken 


towards thee, and to conſider every human 
Help as an Inſtrument under thy Divine Di- 
- rethion, In this ſincere Belicf and — F 

Fe 3 


in us a due Dependance on thee; We earneſtly | ; 
geſire to improve in this our bounden Duty 
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Me preſume to implore thy Bleſſing on the 
Means which We are now uſing for the 
E Preſervation of this Family from the uſual 
| Perils attending one of the foreſt Diſeaſes to 
Which our Nature is liable. We have adm1- 
|  niſtered the beſt Aſſiſtance, which a Senſe 
| of Duty, and a Deſire of their Welfare 
could ſuggeſt, with a ſincere Truſt in thy | 
Providence and Hope in thy Mercy, and do 
devoutly ſue unto thee for an happy Event 
of this Undertaking. Deliver hem, We 
beſeech thee, from all real Danger in their 
| Paſlage through it; and if it ſeem good unto 
| thee, preſerve 7hem from the Appearance, 
and us from the Apprehenſion of it. Pre- 
| pare us for this Mercy by an entire Reſig- 
nation to thy Will; Guard us both againſt 
Pereſumption and Diſtruſt; and grant that 
| they and We may live to rejoice together in 
| our Succeſs, and to praiſe thy Holy Name 
for this with thy many other Bleſſings to- 
' wards us. Above all, give us all a due Senſe 
EY of the Uſe of Life, that our other Views, 
in our Endeavours of preſerving it, may be 
ſubordinate to that which ought to be the 
great End of it, Whilſt therefore We re- 
| commend to thy particular Protection in the: 
' Bodily Eſtate Zbo/ſe whoſe Health and Wel- 
fare do at this Time engage our more imme- 
2 dlate Care and Thoughts, We beg likewiſe 
unn... 4 157 
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for the ſame favourable Mercy to their Soul, 
that They may ſerve thee with their fut! 
- Strength, may grow in Grace as they d | 
vance in Years, and may hereafter, by ik 81 
faithful Diſcharge of their Duty, becom þ w. 
uſeful both to themſelves and to the Wo er 
Theſe Mercies We preſume to aſk only hE ne 
the Sake and through the Merits of thy 8 1 
our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. tr 


B. one that wants 5 leep. 


Alcnighty God, without whok daik 
Help We could no more continue it 
8 than We could have come into i 
without thy Power; We defire to receiit 
not only ſubmiſſively, but thankfully, eve 
every Calamity, which reminds us of out 
Dependance on thy Providence, and calls w 
to the Acknowledgment of it and Applict- 
tion to it. In every Interruption of out 
Health, or of the Means of preſerving 0 
| reſtoring it, We ſee the Importance of tho 
Bleſſings, which by thy Bounty We cnj0) 
conſtantly, and are therefore apt too little 
to regard. By this Inſtance of our Brother 
Sufferings We learn to diſtinguiſh and to 
value the Comfort of that natural Refreſh- 
ment, which is uſually afforded each Night 
to our wearied Limbs and Spirits. We 5 
VVV 
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1 4 ire to compaſſionate Tor Want of this Com- | 


| fort, and to implore the Return of it for 


15 um, whoſe Strength is more waſted by his 


*Sickneſs than it would be by Labour, and 
| *who i is now deprived of this Method of re- 
cruiting it, when /s Caſe ſeems moſt to 
N it. Thou holdeſt his Eyes waking; He 
"7s ſo feeble that He cannot ſpeak his own Diſ- 
| tel but muſt fink under the Continuance 
of this Complaint, and be diſabled from all 
Acts of Duty as well as of Enjoyment. 
Accept our een in our Deſire of ſpeak- 
3 ing for him. Bleſs our Prayers, which Thou 
belt proceed from our Hearts, and aſſiſt 
them that they may reach the Ears of thy 
Mercy. Grant him ſuch Reſt and Repoſe 
as may ſupport his Spirits, and reſtore bis 
Strength, and bring him again both to a 
Frei and Diſpoſition to praiſe and ſerve | 


Ei | thee his Maker and Preſerver. In the mean 


Time let not his Mind be reſtleſs, though 
F* Body be fo, but let him endeavour to 
ebe his Spirits, and bear his Affliction 
by a dutiful Submiſſion to thy Providence; 
and bleſs his Reſignation, We beſeech thee, 
with a Removal of this Trial of it. Grant 
im a comfortable Reſt here, and bring h 
in thy good Time to eternal Reſt hereafter, 

1 our Lord | Jeſus Chriſt, 


7 j 


For 


deep Sleep, which We fear may ſignify a 
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9 For one that is in n Danger thrgh exeſul A 
N Slap. & 


N O God, "who leſt and defigneſt "VE ac 
5 which lie beyond the Reach of o 
Diſcernment, and often intendeſt Mercy, W g 
When We are moſt apprehenſive. of tu 5 
: avenging Judgment ; pity, We beſeech the IM 
the Ignorance and pardon the Errors of ou W 5 
beſt meant Services. Accept our Prayers fa | E 
this thy Servant, who is ſo little able to at 
tend to them himſelf, and grant that thi 


produce ill Effects, may prove indeed the 
Means of his Refreſhment and Recover, 
Make us ſenſible in the mean Time of th: 
Advantage attending hrs particular Caſe, n 
that He is free from any acute Pains, and 
the many heavy Complaints which follow 
upon a Want of Reſt. An eaſy Departure, 
Without Torture or Agony, is, We confels 
very deſirable to our frail Nature. Yet if it 
| ſeem good unto thee, defer, We pray thee, 
at this Time this Method of Mercy, and 
reſtore him to himſelf and to his Friends 
Let not this Emblem of Death lead to the Þ 
real State itſelf, but awaken him to the En-! 
joyment of Life, and to the Diſcharge of 
3 Let the * of his preſent 
ö — 1 


5: 
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Endition remind us now, and be the Means 


© - 4 7 = a 
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c reminding him hereafter, of the Neceſſity 


: 5 


of devoting ourſelves to thee in the Time of 
Health and Strength, when We are found in 
Mind and Body; that We may at all Times 
be ſecure of thy Favour, and may be en- 
ed to thy Mercy, even when We are not 
able to aſk it. Hear our Prayers for Him, 
ad hear the Prayers of our Friends for us, 
| When our Diſtreſs ſhall need them, and their 
Charity ſhall offer them, in the Name and 
for the Sake of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 


Fe one whoſe Tndiſpofition is owing to the Miſ= 
= behaviour of Others. 
| If Y Gracious God, who calleſt us to thyſelf, 
and to a Dependance on thee, by many 
ſore Afflictions as well as many undeſerved 

Bleſſings, and permitteſt us not to chooſe 


the Kind or Method of our Trial; We 


debfire to reſign ourſelves in all Things to 
| thy wiſe Diſpoſal, that We may endeavour 
to render thoſe Events profitable to us, 
| which are leaſt agreeable. Have Pity, We 
|  beſeech thee, on this thy Servant, and grant 


m Support under Trouble and Deliverance 


from it. Comfort im with this Reflection, 


| that 516 Sorrows are not fo much owing to 


1 bis own Miſconduct as to that of Others; 


Contribute to his ſpeedy Recovery and Di 
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and grant that a ſpeedy Amendment of ths Li 15 
for whom and by whom He is afflicted, my 4 


light. As Thou art pleaſed to make H, 
Miſbehaviour of thy Creatures inſtrumem 
to the Purpoſes of thy good Providens|ifet 

aſſiſt us in making it inſtrumental to , 0 
own Improvement; that We may na 
ſtrongly deteſt that Iniquity, which is 2 
tended by ſuch unhappy Effects; and nm ox 
more firmly reſolve on the Purſuit of Viu th 
as yielding a Satisfaction, which no Faul 
Folly of Others can deprive us of, G.], 
that by theſe Reflections, and the wiſe ali 


juſt Application of them, the Peace all K 
Health of this thy Servant may be reftord;ſÞ ; 
that /is Mind may be compoſed, and kW t 
__ Bodily Complaints relieved ; and the We ö 2 
fare of Both may be eſtabliſhed by Reſigu © 
tion to thy Will, and Truft in thy Favour. + 


Grant, if it ſeem good unto thee, that H 
may 2 to ſee an happy End of all 8 
Troubles in this World; or at all Event 
bring him in thy good Time to a joyful Co- 
5 cluſion of them in the next, through le 
Merits of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. | 
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3 one wh Indi :ſpoſition is owing 2 bis own 
" N bebavn our. ls 


, Gracious Out who: in dne Exerciſe 
of thy Providence haſt not only a 
pointed Sorrow, and Trouble, and Sicknehs: 
and Death, to be the general Puniſhment 
| of the Sins of Mankind, but doſt often en- 
able them to diſcern their particular Sin in 
zu their Sufferings, by making their very Tranſ- 
© greſſions to be productive of immediate ; 
Calamities; Grant, We beſeech thee, that 
this thy Servant may perceive and ac- 
"WF knowledge this to be the Caſe of his preſent 
Alffliction. Make him confeſs with due Con- 
dition, that He miſtook the Path of Pleaſure 
5 land Comfort: when He deviated from thy : 


F Commandments; and make „in apply to 
| the only remaining Refuge and Support in 
1 


an immediate and laſting Return to them. 
| Give him the Grace and Goodneſs to ac- 
| knowledge thy Mercy in this . e 
of thy Juſtice, in awakening Him by theſe 
E Sufferings, before it be too late, and making 
this temporal Puniſhment the Means of 
| warning him to avoid that which is eternal. 
Let the aggravated Diſtreſs which He feels 

in this Calamity, in the Pain itſelf, and in 
x IP been the Occaſion of bringing it on 
= une 
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= himſelf, remind him how infinitely more fe. Þþ 
verely the ſame Reflection will torture thok, Þ 
who are in the final State of Miſery with 
out any Degree of Hope; and rp ty bin Þ 2 
reſolve to ſpend the Remainder of his Day Þ me 


in endeavouring to eſcape that dreadful Con, ] tie 
dition. Grant that the Hope of thy Favor pi 
may be the Motive, and a Regard to thy © te 


Will the Rule of every future Action of l 
Life; and raiſe him up again, We pray thee, 
to teſtify the Sincerity of his preſent good 
Reſolution by the Fruits of an holy and ex. 
_ emplary Life. Grant that He may expe- 
rience the Pleaſures of true Piety, as He hu 

the Miſeries of Diſobedience; and that thi 
happy Change may redound to thy Gloy 
and bis everlaſting Salvation, e our 

Lord and Saviour * Chriſt. 


er one that i is Pati ent under Theſe. 


. O God, ah haſt cake. us by the De- 
” feds of our Nature, as well as by the 
Excellency of our Religion, to have Regal 

to Each Other, and to be concerned for the 

Welfare of our ſuffering Brethren; We de. 
ſire to expreſs our ſincereſt Wiſhes and 
Prayers for the Recovery of this thy afflict- 


WE 


ed Servant. We feel not his Afflictions with k 


the Icſs e becauſe He expreſſes 1. | 
vehe- 
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vehemently the Acuteneſs of them, but bears 
them with a dutiful Reſignation Himself. 


Bleſſed be thy Name that, in the Language 
of thy holy Word, He accepteth the Puniſb- 
"ment of his Iniquity, ſaſtaineth the Correc- 
tion due to his Offences with an holy and 
*pious Reſolution, and is prepared to ſubmit 
do the farther Diſpenſations of thy bleſſed 
Will. We beſeech thee in Mercy to bring 
bis preſent Trial to an happy and ſpeedy 
Concluſion, and to continue thy Grace to 
bim, that He may preſerve the ſame Even- 
| — neſs of Temper in a more comfortable Sta- 
tion, and may be as moderate in Enjoyments _ 
as patient under Sufferings. Give us Grace 
to imitate the ſame Calmneſs and Reſigna- 
tion, whenever thy Providence ſhall call 
us to the ſame Trials, and let us quicken 
- our Services and Endeavours on bis Behalf, 
who fo tenderly and gratefully receives them. 
Grant that his preſent Reſignation may pre- 
pare him for, and be attended by every other 
= Virtue which Thou requireſt in him; and 
reward it, if it ſeem good unto thee, with 
a longer and more comfortable Continuance 
in this World; or with a Tranſlation to 
that happier State, where Patience will be 
no longer wanted; but where He ſhall en- 
joy uninterrupted Felicity in thy glorious 
— Preſence, 


r 
+ * 
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15 Preſence, through the Merits and Median | J ri 
of our Saviour Jeſus ( Chriſt, 11 


Br one that 7s  frerful to Attendants, 


1 God: who haſt taught B 

that We are in a State of Trial, aud 

haſt proved it to us equally by the Uſe d 
the Comforts which attend our Health, ad 
of the Diſtreſſes which oppreſs us under In 
_ diſpoſition ; Give us Grace to ſhew our Seit 
of this Doctrine by ſuch Behaviour und 
eceeach of theſe Conditions, as is ſuitable b 
cur Belief of this Probation. Make uw, 
who enjoy Soundneſs and Strength of Body I 
_ thankful for thoſe Bleflings, and temperate Þ 
in the Enjoyment of them; and make this 
thy Servant, who is now afflicted with Sick- 
ness, reſigned in Js Condition, and patient 
under bis Sufferings. Cauſe him to reflect, that 
this is now the proper Trial and Expreflio F 
of his Duty; that it is the principal Virtue, 
which his preſent Circumſtances require; 
and almoſt the only one, which bis grow- 
ing Infirmities permit him to practiſe. And 
ſince his Patience, though enjoined and 
accepted by thee, yet does not extend to 
thee; fince it cannot be profitable to li 
God, yet cannot but be ſo to himſelf and bt 

| Friends, 
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1 ends, make him conſider his tender Con- 


duct towards them, as the proper Method 


I teſtifying his dutiful Reſignation to thee. 
Make him ſhew his Contentment by an ha- 


For him, Let his kind Acceptance of the 
Endeavours of Aſſiſtance make the Labours 


make Allowances for Infirmities, which We 


ſoon may feel; to be as unwilling to take as : 
to give juſt Cauſe of Exception; that by 


mutual Charity and Tenderneſs We may 


24 relieve and lighten thoſe Sorrows which We 


J cannot prevent or remove, And accept, We 


beſeech thee, our ſincere and united Prayers 


for thy Aſſiſtance in relieving and removing 


: 's 


| 1 viour N Chriſt, 


1 itual Readineſs to comply with Directions, 
and to acknowledge the good Offices done 


and Services of this Sort leſs uncomfortable. 
Teach him to ſuppreſs the firſt Motions of 
groundleſs Reſentment, to ſuſpect the Infir- 
mities of a painful Body, and wearied Spt- 
Fits, and gratefully to confeſs and apply the 
friendly Offers of Attendance and Support. 
Pardon every faulty Degree of Impatience, 
which may have appeared in him, and diſ- 
poſe and enable him to correct it for the fu- 
ture. Incline us likewiſe on our Part to 
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that Sickneſs, which now occaſions them. 
a q Hear us, O Lord, for the Sake of our Sa- 
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5 * Proyer Fu Vi Jiao of the Sick, 


Fer. one that i ts «fearful of Death, 


\ God, the Author of our Being and 810 „ 


F aculties, who for wiſe and good End 


85 haſt implanted i in our Nature a Deſire of Lie, Þ + 


and haſt not left us without rational Cauls þ 
of the Terror of Death; Give us Grace t 
carry both to that Degree, and that only, Þ 
which thy Providence intended, and thy gu- 
cious Revelation through Chriſt has allowed, 


Let Reſignation to thy wiſe Diſpoſal in ai 


Events be our firſt Principle and Practice; 
Let our Improvement in Piety and Virte Þ 
cut off all Apprehenſions from thy Ven- 

geance, and let the firm Belief and Expec- 
= tation. of thy gracious Promiſes in another 


| Life, exalt our Hopes, and even lead us t 


look on the Exchange as highly defircable 
But if Nature prevails, and unavoidable Ter- 
' rors preſs on us, if former Provocations and 
_ preſent Imperfections diſcompoſe our Mind, 
ane leſſen the Comfort of that glorious Proſ- 
| ; if Affection for the Perſons and Regati 
to * Welfare of Survivors tie down out 


Thoughts and Wiſhes to Continuance upon 


this Earth, pardon then, We beſeech the, | 
each F ault, and pity each Infirmity in out 
Compoſition, which inclines us to any im- 
moderate Fondneſs for this World. Suffer 
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us not to contract any real Guilt in this Mat- 
ter, nor to diſturb ourſelves with that which 
is merely imaginary, Let us not be forward 
to cenſure others, nor even to blame our- 
ſelves, for Fears of this Kin ; leſt We miſ- 
tanke Indiſpoſition for Diſobedience, and charge 
"thoſe Apprehenſions as eriminal, which may 
have much that is excuſeable, and ſomewhat _ 
that is commendable in the Cauſe of them. 
| * Teach us to reject with Abhorrence every In- 
dlination which would oppoſe itſelf to thy 
| © bleſſed Will, and to endeavour to riſe above 
and conquer all Deſires that would delay out 
beſt Happineſs, and if the Spirit be thus 
' + willing, We implore and hope for thy 
Mercy, though the Fleſb continue weak. 
7 Yet, if it ſeem good unto thee, Deliver us 
not only from the Fault but from the Un- 
eeeeaſineſs attending too ſtrong a Fear of Death. 
In particular, We pray thee to relieve the 
Apprehenſions and ſupport the Spirits of 


Ry; 
* 


tis thy Servant. Give him an holy and 
entire Confidence in thy Goodneſs. Pardon 
is Sins that Death may loſe its Sting; and 
= when the rational Grounds of the Fear of 
it are removed, remove or abate thoſe | 
= which are merely natural. Make it bis 
| > Conſtant Care to be prepared for thy Mercy, 
whether in Life or Death, that He may. 
> Neither deſpair of the one, nor tremble at 


WS 40 Prager for Vi ation f the Sick, | 
the other; but may reſign himſelf with Ca $ 


poſure to thy Diſpoſal, in a well-grounde 9 


Hope of final Happineſs, through the Merit Þ 
and Mediation of * Chriſt our Lord and 
Saviour, 


For one that is impati ent for Death. 


\ God, in whoſe. Hands our Time is 
and in whoſe Diſpoſal We ſhould wiſh 

* to 1 Give us Grace in this, and in al 
other een to conform ourſelves to 
thy Holy Will, and to chooſe Life or Death 


: as Thou malt ſee fit to chooſe it for u. 
Buffer not any Impatience to diſgrace our 


Faith or Virtue, or to prevent that Senſe of 
Duty, which Sufferings ſhould particularly 
inculcate. Give this thy Servant, whom 
Thou haſt called to partake of Sufferings, 1 
5 Degree of Reſignation ſuitable to the Con- 
dition in which Thou haſt placed þim. Make 
bim more ſolicitous that they may at length 
have a ſecure and happy End, than that tile 
End be haſtned before the appointed Pur- Þ 
poſes are anſwered, for which thy Provi- | 
_ dence afflicted him. Make him remember 
that thy Mercy will not fail to proportion 
bis Strength to his Trial; and direct im o 
look to the Author and Finiſher of his Faith, 
who was , ad made Sag through Suf- 
ferings 
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ferings, and who will ſupport thoſe whe 
” imitate his Pattern, Let the Thought of 
© appearing at thy Tribunal after hrs ak- 5 
ture hence, make him ſtand in Awe of that 
ſolemn Exchange, and deſirous rather of 
farther Time for better Preparation, than 
uncaſy to be removed from 4s preſent Sta- 
tion with hs preſent imperfect Attainments. 
Teach him to ſerve thee by paſſive, if He 
cannot by active Virtue, wT to ſhew by his * 
Behaviour the Influence of thy rational Re- 
|  ligion, beyond the Power of Philoſophy, 
dr of Superſtition, Teach him to apply 
himſelf to Devotion, to divert thereby his 


Thoughts, alleviate bis Pains, and make 


them the Means of preventing ſuch as will 


never end, Grant that a Truſt in thee may 


be his firm Support, and a Deſire of thy 

Promiſes his conſtant Aim, and that He 
may be content to wait for ſuch unmerited 
Rewinds, till thy Mercy ſhall think fit to 
call him from hence, through Jeſus Chriſt b 


our Lord. 


H one bar has attempted ” oy vi alen 
Hands pon Bange. 


e God, whoſe great 3 ; 


tive it is to kill and to make alive, who 


ah haſt * to perform the former, 
L 3 


and 5 
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tzo Prayers for Viſitation of the Sick. 
„and Payer to effect the latter; Give us a 
uſt, that is, a deep and practical Senſe of 
this thy Right of Dominion over us, and 
this thy gracious Exerciſe of it; that both 
with Regard to the Enjoyment of Life, and 
the Continuance of it, We may reſign our- 
ſelves abſolutely to thy wiſe Diſpoſal In 
particular, grant, We beſeech thee, this Senſe 


=' of Duty to thy Servant here preſent, whoſe 
|} Ka ay gang, We meet to deplore, and 


whoſe happy Deliverance from it We deſite 
to improve. Thou, O God, who art the 
God of Life, art the Judge of Hearts, and 
alone knowelt the Degree of Guilt, which 
has occaſioned an Action in itſelf ſo plainly 

_ repugnant to Nature, to Reaſon, and to thy 

_ gracious Revelation. If any latent Diſbelief 
of thy Providence has occaſioned this dread- 
ful Attempt upon Himself, awaken bim to 
the numberleſs Proofs, which ſurround Vim, 


| of thy Creation and continual Preſervation 
of him. Convince him that in thee alone 


Me live, and move, and have our Being, and 
that without thy conſtant Support We ſhould 


N fall into our fir Nothing. Or if an habt- 
tual Neglect and Diſregard of thee, and 
of his Obligations to thee, have been the 
Means of leading h to this higheſt Act of 


Diſobedience, excite in hin then a juſt 
Horror on the Review of hrs extreme Guilt 
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and Danger, and of the fatal Progreſs of 
tzoughtlels Sin and Wickedneſs. If the 
Violence of ungoverned Paſſions has overlet 
lim, if Impatience under Misfortunes has 
Ied to this ſelf-deſtroying Scheme, as a Re- 
medy and Refuge from them, contrary to his 
own better Judgment in his calmer Hours, 
let him now reflect on the Heinouſneſs of 
ſiuch Impiety, ſuch a daring Offence againſt 
© bis own Belief of the Superintendance of 
thy Divine Majeſty. Teach him the Duty 
and the Defireableneſs of ſubmitting himſelf 
in all Things to thy holy Will, of bearing 
> conter.tedly hig prefent Troubles, of impro- 
ving them to the Purpoſes of true Piety, and 
of leaving the End of them to thy Wiſdom 
and Mercy. Or if Diſtemper has occaſioned 
or heightned hzs Paſſions, if the Act of Vio- 
© lence intended againſt himſelf was wholly, 
or partly, the involuntary Effect of Frenzy, 
- reſtore him then, We beſeech thee, to a 
- ſounder State of Mind and Body; and with 
the Return of his Health and Underſtand- 
ing, raiſe him to an earneſt Senſe of his en- 
tire Dependance on thee for Protection in this 
Life, and for every comfortable Hope in the 
next. Give him Strength to bear his preſent 
Afflictions, and Piety to improve them, till 
> Thou ſhalt think fit to remove them from 
um, or him from them, Let this very 
1 L 4 ͤ - Thought 
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Thought of their hort Continuance, nd | \ 
their happy Concluſion, excite his thankſy þ 


Devotion as well as patient Reſignation, 


and through thy infinite Mercy bring J | 
| ſecurely, even after this perilous Step bo 


to þzs Soul and Body, to ſincere Virtue du- 
ring his Continuance in this State of bis Pro- 
| bation, and to everlaſting Happineſs aſter i 
through the Merits and Me ation of Our 
Saviour ius Chriſt. 


A or the Jeme, i He be fo ble Us bis Sin, 


Gracious God, by whoſe Macy alone 
| We are all 4/3 and by whoſe pe- 
5 Fd! 5 Mercy this thy Servant is fill able to 
offer up bis Praiſes and Supplications to 
thee; Confirm, We beſeech thee, hrs preſent 
Senſe of this thy undeſerved Mercy towards 


bim, and grant that He may ever retain 
a juſt Conviction and Remembrance of that 
which He now freely and humbly acknow- 
ledges, his Iniquity, and thy wonderful Pre- 
ſervation of him. How near has He been, 


by bis own Act, to his own final Ruin! 


Had not thy unmerited Mercy interpoſed, 
Hie had now been involved in Deſtruction 
beyond Redemption, by Means of a Sin, 


which had cut off the Opportunity and 
15 F of Fer s fl the 


Horror 


_ 


Prayers for Viſitation of the Sick. 153 

5 orror and Contrition, which He now con- 
Ceives on this Reflection, that it may en- 
15 ke the Yang e of this FAITE: Scone of Im- 


| ] amen fhew him the Bente of FR 5 
mer Guilt, and be the Security of Vis future 
; Conduct. Let the Dictates of his Reaſon, 
as illuſtrating his Dependance on thy Power 
Which made him, and the Duty of going 
through thoſe farther Services, for which 
Thou mayſt intend him, confirm his Reſo- 
| lution of reſigning bimſe if in every Inſtance 
to thy wiſe Diſpoſal, and of ſerving thee 
| wal both in active and paſſive Virtues. Let 
the general Prohibition, in thy holy Word, 
of all Sorts of Murder, with the particular | 
4 | Precepts of Patience and Reſignation under 
Misfortunes, as coming from thy providential 
* Diſpoſition, touch his Heart with a fearful 
P of his Sin and Danger in his 
late Attempt on his own Life. Let the 
* Concern and Pain, which He ſees He has 
2 | on Others, by this Offer of Vio- 
lence to himſelf, ſhew the greater Miſery that 
They had been involved in, if thy prevent- 
ing Mercy had not at this Time ſaved him, 
„, And ane bim a: farther Opportunity of 
repeating 
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1354 Prayers for Viſitation of the Sick, | 
| repenting of his Sins, and teſtifying a ſincere] Ml 
Obediencę. Grant that this may add 1 
2 bis own Welfare, and make þ *? 
him more zealous to approve his Gratitud | * 
and Duty to thee for thy gracious Dcliver. I 
ance, and his Regard to them for theit ! 
thankful Acceptance of it. Give him Lin- 
cerity of Heart in his Expreſſions of Repen. Þ 
tance for this, and all other hzs Offences; ! * 
and accept it for the Merits of his Saviour, Þ 
Make him to confider his Life as now repeat. Þ 


Þ1s Care 


edly given, not only without 5s original 
Deſert, but againſt is expreſs Provocations; 
and make him to dedicate it with a ſuitable 
Zeal to thy Service. Enable him to bear 
the Shame which He has brought on 
bimſelf, and any other Misfortunes which 
thy Providence may bring on hm, with 2 
Chriſtian Spirit; and make him deſirous 
to profeſs that thy Glory ſhall be his ſole 
Aim, and thy Will the ſole Rule of i 
Actions hereafter, Teach him to guard 
againſt Impatience as a principal Snare of 
the Tempter, and to ſuppreſs every With of 
being releaſed from his Troubles before the 


appointed Time of thy Providence. Enable | 
bim to convert the Temptation into an Ad- 


monition of preparing for that great Change; 
and aſſiſt him, We beſeech thee, in this 


Preparation by the Grace of thy Holy Spirit, 


1 7 Prayers for Vifitation of the Sick 4 1 55 
e chrough the Merits of thy Holy Son, 


For one that is eminently good. 


P eſſed Lord, who haſt appointed Suffer- 
Y ing as the juſt Puniſhment of Sin, and 
| theft not exempted thy beſt Servants from all 
| Share of that Suffering, as not being ex- 
F empt from all Degree of Offence ; but chaſ- 
et thoſe whom Thou loveſt, and ſcourgeſt thoſe 
' "whom Thou wilt receive, granting them here- 
by gracious Remembrances of their State 
and Duty; Give thy Grace to this thy Ser- 
| Fant, whom Thou haſt now called to par- 
fake of thy Diſcipline. Whilſt He is con- 
| Tous that He deſerves whatever Thou in- 
flicteſt here, permit him to remember with 
| DatisfaCtion, that it has been his conſtant 
Care to guard againſt that heavy Vengeanee 
that Thou haſt threatened hereafter. Give 
bim the Grace of Humility, and the Com- 
fort of a good Conſcience, that through the 
Help of both He may continue to make even 
This Affliction the Means of improving his 
| > Virtues, correcting his Imperfections, and 
eenhancing his future Reward, Grant that 
te Concluſion of his Life, as well as the 
Courſe of it, may ſhine forth to thy Glory, 
0 #75 Security, and to the Encouragement 
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e "of all others, who aim at the right Pu} = We 
Confirm „is former good Purpoſes, and w } | 

freſh bis Soul with the joyful Conſolation, Þ 
that thoſe Purpoſes in the Time of Healy 
and Strength have been improved into ei 
good Deeds. Let the Proſpect of Rewaifſh * 


de a preſent Joy to him, and the Remen. 


|  brance of is Saviour's Promiſes remind {in 
of bis ſecure, though unmerited, Title v 
everlaſting Bliſs. And may that Bliſs be }; 
and our final Portion, for the Sake of th 
fame our Saviour yu Chriſt! 5 


ker one that j is eminently wicked, 


Ric: Lai Judt. and Righteous, Ta 


ſhall Sinners; corrupt and miſerable 


dare to approach thee for the Pardon o 
their Sins; the leaſt of which are commit 
ted againſt thy infinite Majeſty and our own 
infinite Obligations! We are by Nature di- 


poſed to Evil, and have heightened this 


Diſpoſition by a ready Compliance with 
many evil Suggeſtions and Temptations 
And though the Hope of thy Mercy by the 
Light of Reaſon, and the Promiſe of it by 
thy Revelation through Chriſt, upon our 
 fincere Return to and Continuance in Obe- Þ 7 
_ dience, have encouraged us to ſue for Fo- 
givenels | in the appointed Method, and ri 5 
truſt 
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Itruſt! in the Merits of our Saviour on the Con- 


+ Taiton of our own Righteouſneſs, yet with 
what Degree of Comfort can We now apply 
do thee for this our diſtreſſed Brother, who 
has fo entirely neglected and fo repeatedly 


} violated that neceſſary Condition of Accept- 
q ance? His Offences have been of the worſt 
Kind and the higheſt Degree, various in 


F Number and publick in the Nature of them ; 


aggravated with many peculiar Circumſtances, 
and repeated againſt {7s own better Know- 
ledge, We defire to look on them in the 


F moſt charitable Light that Reaſon and Re- 
= velation will allow, but We know by that 
© InſtruQtion, that our Charity is beſt ſhewn 
in endeavouring to bring him to a due Senſe 
of the Heinouſneſs of his Tranſgreflions. 
Strike him, O Lord, with the deepeſt Degree 
of Sorrow and Contrition that does not end 
in Deſpair, with the ſtrongeſt Indignation 
= againſt þ;s Sins that does not exclude all 
Hopes of Remedy. We know that no Of- 
> fences are abſolutely beyond the Reach of thy 
> Mercy, and this is our only Conſolation in his 
= Caſe; but We know that many prevent the 


Exerciſe of it, and that any will forfeit it, 


= which are not followed by timely and true 


Repentance. O give him Repentance pro- 
portionable to the great Degree of his Wick- 
edneſs. Let 4s Mind be ever full of thoſe 
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158 Prayers for Viſitation of the Sick, YL 
high and heinous Provocations of thy Dive! 
_ Majeſty which He has been guilty of, ani 


reſpited his Puniſhment. We pray that the 
remaining Part of his Life may be ſpent in 
reverſing, and as far as in him lies, atoning 


as there is no Promiſe of Acceptance with- 
out actual Amendment, ſo no Amendment 


in hrs decaying Years can ballance the active 
Rebellion and Wickedneſs of bis earlier 


_ Chriſt is his only Refuge. Shouldſt Thou 2L 
now turn thy Face from him, and reje& bs Þ 
Supplications, We could not but acknow- Þ 

ledge the Juſtice of thy Dealings; but for 
at Sake of the all-ſufficient Merits of thy 
Son, turn to him, We beſeech thee, and turn 


the Converſion of ſo eminent a Sinner, and 
Hie may finally be ſecure of Salvation after 
the many Perils of it, which He has will- 
fully paſſed through. All this we aſk on 
the only Ground on which We can expect it, Þ 
- he meritorious Sattaction. of our | Saviour B 


= ** Chriſt. 


— 
— 
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of thy aſtoniſhing Mercy in having hithery 


for the former. Cauſe Him to remember tha 


Days, but that thy undeſerved Mercy through 
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bim to thee: that Thou mayſt be glorified in 
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Y For one that is in P ri/on for Debt. 


CY Righteous and Merciful God, who 
| © VL haſt taught us to imitate thy moral 


Attributes, and to exerciſe Righteouſneſs 
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and Mercy towards each other; Grant that 
5 
HhBerthren, or are able to communicate it to 
them in their Wants, We may equally be 
© diſpoſed to diſcharge our proper Part, and to 

do as We would equitably deſire to be dealt 

with in the ſame Caſe. Have Pity, We 
beſeech thee, and cauſe us to have Pity, on 

$ the diſtreſſed State of this thy Servant; 
whether his Miſbehaviour, or Misfortune, 

or Both may have brought im to it. Grant 

him Relief and Support under his Calamity ; 
and if Thou ſeeſt fit, a ſpeedy Deliverance 
from it. Prepare him for this Mercy by 
bringing him to a right State of Mind, fuited 
to Hus preſent unhappy Condition, Make 
bim look back on the Cauſes which have 
led to it, and give him a true Contrition of 
Heart, for every blameable Step on his own 


whether We want the Aſſiſtance of our 


Part, which may have contributed to it. 


Grant that He may not here be farther cor- 
rupted, but may the more deteſt all Iniquity, 
the more He ſees of it. In particular, 


poſſeſs him with a ſincere Love of Juſtice, 


and 


160 F 22 of the Sith, 


and a Deſire of making the utmoſt Satisſa. 
tion, that is poſſible, to thoſe whom is FaulÞþ 
or Follies have injured ; or whom He my 
unavoidably or undeſignedly have wrong. 
Subdue his Reſentment againſt thoſe, ]! 
by ſuch ſevere Methods have endeavoured yÞ 
do themſelves Juſtice; and grant that * 
preſent Sorrows may be inſtrumental to wok Þ 


in him a ſincere Repentance for his paſt 0. 
fences, and an earneſt Reſolution of futur 
Piety and Obedience. And when He is thi 


qualified for a better Uſe of Liberty, grant 


that He may find Favour with thoſe on whon 
bis Enlargement depends; that they my 
| hearken to all reaſonable Propoſals, and be. 
ing touched with a Senſe of his preſent M. 
ſery, may be willing to releaſe him from it 
And give him a grateful Senſe of the Good- 
neſs of thy Providence in His Releaſe, and of 
the beneficent Inſtruments of it; that H: 


may ſincerely reſolve, and may be enabled to 


make good his Reſolution, to fulfil faithfully 
all ſuture Obligations to God and Man. 


Hear us, We beſeech thee, for the Sake of S ; 


our r Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt, 


Tor 
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r one that is in Priſm for a ſuppoſed 


IN Merciful God, who haſt taught us to 
lock on each miſerable Perſon as an 
Object of our Compaſſion, by whatever 
Means his Miſery is brought on him ; and 
aſt farther taught us to look on Guilt as in 
ftſelf the greateſt of all Evils, We deſire to 
dteſtify our compaſſionate Regard to the 
iſtreſſed State of this our unhappy Brother. 
We pray that his preſent ſorrowful Condition 
may have a good Effect on the State of bs 
Mind, and may lead thereby to a comfort- 
ble Releaſe in this World, or to perfect 
Peace and Happineſs in the next. Grant 
that his own Conſcience, which is to Him 
beyond the Force of all Witneſſes, may work 
with him according to the Truth of his 
Caſe; and may bring him to ſincere Re- 
pentance for that particular Iniquity laid 
to his Charge, if He knows himſelf guilty 
of it; or if He be not, yet for the other Ini- 
quities and Scandals of his Life, which have 
brought % under this Imputation. Grant 
that He may receive bis preſent Sufferings as 
the juſt Reward of his general or particular 
= Offences, and may improve them into Oc- 
cations of Holy Reſolutions and fervent 
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Purpoſes of Amendment. Raiſe in bins 1 


true Reſentment and Indignation againſt al 
wilful Diſobedience to thee his Maker, and 
cauſe the Senſe of his paſt Errors and Wick 
edneſſes to be the ſtronger Guard again 
the preſent or future Temptations to farthe 
evil Practices. Make him decline all unne. 
ceſſary Occaſions of mixing in evil Society 
or if that cannot be avoided, make him the 
more cautious and watchful againſt the il 
Effects of it. Above all, grant that He my 
not add Sin to Sin that THe may not be far 
-_ "mer corrupted. in this place; that He my 
not either learn or be confirmed in any wick 
ed Practice by the Counſels or Patterns d 
thoſe with whom He is confined, But gie 
tum a ſincere Deſire to ſerve thee for the 
Time to come, an open Reſolution to pro- 
fels this Defire againſt all Diſcouragement; 
and Strength of Heart to fulfil this Reſclu- 

tion, by the Aſſiſtance of thy Holy Spirit, Þ 
and through the Merits of thy Holy voy 
: Jeſus Chriſt Our Lord. Fx 


V. Prifmners be 2 or after © Tl rial. 1 
\ Almighty God, "ha Nature 15 in. f ; 


finite, and Preſence univerſal, who 
| ſeeſt theſe Scenes of Sin and Miſery, where 


diſobedient Creatures have reduced as 8 
| elve 


m7 . , 
OR. 
OE He 
EE 
ax b 
. *. 1 
1 9 
oF L 
wy * 
84 
** 
r 
1 
Fat 
>, 
3 
9 
* 
8 
97 
7 
ESL 
- 
7 
Bk PE 
2 
3 
7 


— 
2 
1 
3 
4s 
"2 
8 
% 


—22 ——_, * 


+ 


ro No I 
_—_— r 2 AM + 


ado 
Wye 
n 


FFF 
, RE ind 
= "2 
a 


* 


nn  \ 


= their Affliction ; Vouchſafe, We beſeech 


need thy Favour, in each Inſtance of thy 
1 | forgiving Mercy, thy alliſting Grace, and 
| thy protecting Care, to join with Sincerity 


and Fervency in theſe our Supplications. 
And though they be unworthy to offer up 
1 any Petitions to thy Divine Majeſty and Pu- 
rity, and are deſervedly puniſhed, becauſe | 
bey have ſinned againſt thee, yet if they pray 

© ſincerely 7o thee, and confeſs thy Name, and 


f { turn from their Sin, when thou affiieteſt them, 
1 then hear thou from Heaven thy Dwelling- 
Place, and forgive the Sin of thy Servants, 


and of thy People, that thou mayſt teach them . 


the good Way, wherein they flould walk. 
What Prayer and Supplication ſcever be made 


Toe: $# 


9 S A nn Og ar 
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e eee me, ß 


know every Man 5 Plarue of his con Heart, 


Hearts of all the Children of Men) that they 
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= 5 to Diſtreſs, and by forfeiting thy Fa- 
vour have cut off the only Support of all 


thee, to lend a gracious Ear to the Prayers, 
TB which even here We offer up to thy Divine 
* 7 Majeſty; and incline all thoſe who fo much 
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by any Man, or by all thy People, which ſpall 


and ſpread forth his Hands towards thee, then 
Lear thou in Heaven thy Dwelling-Place, and 
| 2 forgive, and do, and give to every Man ac- 
= cording to his Ways, whoſe Heart thou know- 
%; (for thou, even thou only knoweſt the 


1 _ thee all the Remainder of the Days 
M 8 that 
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2 64 Hier for V if tation 7 the Sick, 


that they live. Give them Fervency of De 3 


votion ſuitable to the Greatneſs of their 


Wants, and Integrity of Heart ſuitable to | 


the Fervency of their Devotions. Convince 
them of the high Degree of their Sin and 
Danger, and teach them the Neceſſity and 
the Method of true Repentance, Remoye 
from them all Ignorance, Hardneſs of Heart, 
and Contempt of thy Word; and after fn 
cere Sorrow for their paſt Offences, bring 
them by Faith in our Saviour's Dodtins 
and Obedience to his Precepts, to truſt in 
his Merits, and hope in his Mercy; that 

the preſent Scene of Wretchedneſs and Diſ- 
treſs may not be the Earneſt of more ſevere 
and more laſting Sufferings, but may proxe 
the Means of amending their Hearts, cor- 

recting their Lives, and ſaving their Souls 
through the Mediation of our only Advo- 


cate and Redeemer, Jeſus Chriſt, thy Son, 


| our Lord. $I 


By one that is condemned to die. 


\ Gracious God, who haſt ſet forth thy 


_ Son Jeſus Chriſt to be a Propitiation 
= for the Sins of all Mankind, and haſt not 
excluded any from the Covenant of Repen- 


tance, who deſire with Sincerity to embrace 


155 and apply i it; We appear before thee in l | 
0 | all | 
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may not deceive himſelf in this weighty u- 


be the ſole Motive to Repentance. He con- 


dence in bringing 5 Offences to Light, 


knowꝛledges that not only temporal but 


7 Deeds; but to thy Mercy He flies with 
> earneſt Petitions, that though his Body be 
> brought to Shame and Suffering, yet his 
Soul may be ſaved in the Day of the Lora 


Petitions, and grant that He may teſtify that 
> Trath of Heart in them, which only can 


Tt. 
o 
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half of this thy Servant, who delires to 
confeſs himſelf unworthy of thy Mercy, yet 
cannot bear the Thought of ruining HU 
for ever by abſolutely neglecting and de- 
ſpairing of it. O grant it to hm on the i 
Conditions declared in thy holy Word, and 1 
bring him to a true Senſe and Practice of if 
thoſe Conditions. Give him Sincerity in 
his Confeflions and Reſolutions, that He 
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ſineſs, nor miſtake a Fear of Puniſhment 
for a religious Concern for his paſt Iniqui- 
ties. 5 A Proſpect of Danger 18 ever inde al - 
a proper Occaſion of reviewing our Con- 
ſciences ; but We pray that it may not at 
any Time in us, nor in him at this Time, 


feſſes, O Lord, the Juſtice of thy Provi- 


and 'the Juſtice of the Nation in bringing 
them to exemplary Puniſhment. He ac- 


eternal Death would be the juſt Reward of 


pou a Accept, We beſeech thee, theſe Dis. 


M3: -:"-- er 


"4 66 Prayers for 7 nin f 4 the Sick, 
render them acceptable to thee, by fulfilling Þ 


to the utmoſt of his Power, whatever is re- 


quired of him in the ſhort Remainder of |; 
Life. Convince him of the Neceſſity of 


making ſuch Reſtitution to particular Per. 


| ſons, as the Nature of the Injuries that H. 
has done, and of the Diſtreſſes that him 
now ſuffers under, will permit. Excite li 
to do Juſtice to the Publick by revealing the 


| Perſons and Methods uſed to wrong 1t; to 


caution others by Inſtructions and Exhor- 
tations, againſt the evil Courſes that He has Þ 
run; and to pray that s Example may be 
an effectual Warning to them againſt the Þ 
ſame Wickednels. Make bim abhor himſef 


for thoſe Practices, which have rendered 


Jim diſpleaſing to thee, and let Him now 
endeavour to cultivate thoſe pious Diſpoſi- 
tions, which muſt qualify Vim for thy Pre- 
ſence. Teach him to truſt in the Merits of 
that Saviour only, by whom alone We are 
allowed Acceſs to thee, and to conſider thok 
Merits as but opening the Way to bis Par- 
don, on the Terms of his own Repentance 
and Amendment. Make him thankful for 
N this, Interval of Time to be- employed for 


«this Purpoſe, and for the Advantage of 2 | 1 


ſound Mind and clear Underſtanding, which 
the Indiſpoſitions attending the Departure of 
Others, are not 9 favoured And 
125831 | | . An 


w 4 


7 J Proyers 2 2 ration f the Sick. 167 
And, O Thou, whoſe Merey is the more 7 

E daagnifed in the Forgiveneſs of great 
Finners, when they return to thee, perfect, 
1 | e beſsech thee, and accept bis Repen- 
- | tance for the Sake of our Saviour 5 : 
| 1 Chriſt, e 


Fur one that denies the Fact fo which He 15 


= 5 condemned. 

7? Alwiſe 100 ee God, Pa Garche 
eſt the Heart and trieſt the Reins, 
I to whom our moſt ſecret Actions are clear 
zs the Light, and our very Thoughts are 
Open and manifeſt ; Give us Grace at all 

Times to live in Remembrance of theſe thy 
Attributes, and at this Time particularly 
to apply them in the Admonition of this our 
much diſtreſſed Brother. Thou knoweſt, 
Thou alone knoweſt his deep Diſſimulation, 
or his real Innocence, and thereby knoweſt 
whether his preſent unhappy State be the 
ut Reward of that particular Wickedneſs 
© charged upon bim, or providentially brought 
on him as a Correction of other Failures and 
Oſtences, and as a Means to his future Ac- 
> ceptance. Strike im, O Lord, with a juſt | 
> Horror of the Guilt of appearing before thee 
> with Hypocriſy in bis laſt Moments, and of 
4 | *iKing to all his other Wickedneſs a falſe 
5 NM 4 Accuſation 
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Accuſation of his own Accuſers and udpe;, WÞ 
Grant that no falſe Shame, or other tem. © 


poral Motive, may lead hm to fo fatal ay 
irreverſible an Act of Wickedneſs, Which 
cannot but end in the moſt dreadful Sentence 
from thy unerring Judgment. Make iy 
remember that no Art or Hypocriſy ca 
conceal his Offence, if real, from thy Kno. 
ledge; that thy Power is as irrefiſtible, aud 
thy Juſtice as ſevere, as thy Knowledge i; 
certain; and that Nothing but everlaſting 
Vengeance can be his ſad and ſure Exped 
tion, if He prevaricates in this Denial of the 
Tranſgreflion, for which He is now doomet 
to die. But if thy all-diſcerning Eye diſtin- 
guiſhes and approves his Plea of Innocence; 
if Error in Judgment, or any worſe Prin- 
ciple in Others, have brought this heavy 
_ Calamity upon him, and have thus expoſed 
im to cauſleſs Shame and Death, comfort 
then, We beſeech thee, his Heart, and ſup- 
port his Spirits in this great remaining Trial 
of his Reſolution, Grant that this may be 
the only Puniſhment of all his other Offen- 
ces at any Time committed, which are 


e 


| known to thee and his own Heart; and that 
this ignominious Concluſion of the preſent 
Life may lead to endleſs Comfort and Hap- 
pineſs in the next. Grant that 5s preſent 
ſorrowful State may be the Means of im- 

rate EC Proving 
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5. 9 proving his Virtue, and enhancing Vis Re- 
board; and that He may endeavour to think 
ol the preſent Diſpenſation, as He will think 

of it, when it has been the Means of tran- 
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lating him to thy glorious Preſence, Make 
him willing to impute : the : Part, - bo 


Others have borne in it, to the beſt Mo- 
tives, and ready to pardon the worſt ; and 


let him look up to the Sufferings of that per- 


fectly innocent Perſon, to which We owe all 


our Hopes of Pardon for the Sins which 


We have | committed, and all our Hopes of 
Acceptance in our imperfect Endeavours of 


Reformation and Amendment. And give 


us Grace ſo to live as that We may not be 
afraid to die; that neither the Ignorance, 


nor the Malice of Others, may be able to 
remove us from hence to our Ruin; that 


our Peace with thee, and with our own 
Conſciences, may be ſecured, however our 

Reputation in this World may be forfeited; 
and that final Happineſs and Glory may be 
our Portion through the Merits of our Sa- 


— 


viour Jeſus Chriſt. 
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For one that 10 n 


\ God, who haſt taught us in \ Chriſt t 
5 lock on all Men as our Brethren, a 
4 een of the ſame Nature, and er of 
the ſame Hopes with ourſelves, We delire 
not to confine our Charity to thoſe of our 
own perſonal Acquaintance, but to extend it 
as far as thy Example and Precepts direct us 
to carry it. We deſire to conſider every 
| ſuffering Perſon as the proper Object of our 
Compaſſion, and Subject of our Prayers; 
and particularly We beg Leave to intercede 
for thy Mercy to this diſtreſſed Brother, 
whom We know only by 4s Calamity, 
What particular Petitions his Neceſſities may 


require, thy infinite Knowledge and 6s WÞ A 
Conſcience only can dittinguiſh ; but We Þ 
preſume to aſk for ſuch as are proper to bs WY 


| Caſe. We know We cannot err, whilit þÞ 7 
We pray in general for Health for is | 
Body, and Salvation for bs Soul, and, for 
the Means which may contribute to both. | 
_ Bleſs the Applications for his Recovery win IF 


- Succeſs, and give him the Grace to attain 


to ſuch Repentance for is paſt es SE 
as thou wilt accept. Confirm 5 Picty, 1 Þ 8 
He has been fo happy as to make it 5 7 


habitual Care; or recover Hin inſtantly , 
| | | ne 
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hc e Practice of it, if He has hitherto neg- 
ed it. Grant him farther Time to repent 
d amend ; and grant that He may effec- 
ally apply it to that Purpoſe: and bring 
n and all of us, in the End, to the Enjoy- 
went of thy Preſence, through the OSS. - 
of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 


; | For one - that i is of a 4 iferen Communion. 


2 Leſſed Land, Who haſt nd 6 us not 
3 to confine our Charity to thoſe of our 
own Communion, but to be ready to do 
good Offices to all of every Perſuaſion ; En- 
able us to give this practical Proof of our 
| Eincerity in the Religion We profeſs, and 
| thereby to recommend it to thoſe who diſ- 
3 from us. Hear our Prayers for this 
our Brother in Diſtreſs, and grant him the 
fame Support under it, and Deliverance from 
it, as We ſhould defire for ourſelves in the 


© fame diſtreſſed Condition. Let thy Afﬀiſt- 


ance of him be ſpeedy and effectual, and let 
12 Application, to thee be ſincere and fer- 
vent. Grant im that true Repentance and 
| Dedication of Heart to thy Service, which 
s neceſſary upon every Principle of true 
4 Belief. Give him the Grace to remember, 
and to act as one that does remember, that 
1 thoſa 
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this is a Time for Devotion, and not for Di. 


Devotion, and to be inſtant in our Suppl. 
cations both for temporal and ſpiritual Me. 
cies, not only to ourſelves, but to all or 
_ Fellow-Creatures, and particularly to thi 
our afflicted Neighbour. Cleanſe him i 
us, We beſeech thee, from all our know 

and all our ſecret Faults ; from thoſe whic 
only our own Conſcience is privy to, ani 
from thoſe which are ſecret to ourſelves x 


n or eee Par ticularly ik 2 * 
quires, are indiſputable Duties; Pe a! 


putation. Diſpoſe us all to unite in ® 


well as to others. Pardon our Errors, pin 


our Infirmities, and bring us all to Trut 
and Virtue. Let Heaven be our Aim, anc 
Charity our Path; and whilſt We fincerch 


deteſt whatever We believe to be forbidden 


by thee, torgive, We earneſtly entreat thee, 
all our Errors in the Enquiry, through the 
all- ſufficient Merits and Satisfaction of Our 


Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 


For one that 7 very ignorant. 


'7 Bld Tank ke haſt not only gre 
_ us the Faculty of Reaſon, but the 
higher Bleſſing of Revelation, by both t 
0g! us to the * of * Wil and 


our 


9 
_— 
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dur Duty; Look down with Compaſhon on 
this unhappy Creature, who appears hitherto 
d have been inſenſible of the higheſt Privi- 
LY ege of his Nature, and the moſt important 
Concern of his Life. Convince him of the 
great Fault of his paſt Neglect of ſo many 
Means and Opportunities of Inſtruction, as | 
Thou haſt blefled im with in this Nation. 
Awaken him to a Defire of improving the 
little Remainder of bs Life to a farther Ac- 
quaintänce with what Thou haſt done for 
bim, and what He ought to have done for 

| himſelf. Make him ſenſible of his many 
Tranſgreſſions againſt thee hi Maker; that 
He may ſee the Neceſſity of Repentance, = 
and of ſome propitiatory Atonement to be 
offered for his paſt Offences. Open Hrs 


2 Eyes, and ſoften his Heart, that He may 
* 2 diſcern and embrace him, whom Thou haſt 
| > ſet forth to be a Propitiation ; even Jeſus 
=» Chriſt; that He may know Him, and the 
Power of his Reſurrefion, and may learn 


that his Sufferings were defigned to make 
= Room for our Acceptance, upon our fincere 


e 


e ee 


I. 


wy 


by 
x 
LH 


By 


Reformation; not to juſtify or excuſe us in 
the voluntary Ignorance or continued Vic- 
lation or Neglect of our Duty. Teach him | 
co acknowledge the Sacrifice of his Redeemer 
= as the meritorious Cauſe of all his Hopes, 
and to teſtify this Acknowledgment not in 
Cu... 
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Words only, but by a ſincere Converſion of 
Heart and Amendment of Conduct, as the 
only Condition of thoſe Hopes: and 00 
Thou in Mercy, We beſeech thee, accept 


of his imperfect Knowledge of thee, and 


late Return to thee, for the Sake of the 


fame our Saviour ys: Chriſt. 


For one e that; is gl gent of Myra 


Y Almighty God, who art thyſelf alone 
perfect in Knowledge, and who hat 


: admitted: us, the meaneſt of intelligent 
f Creatures, to ſuch a Degree of it, as may 
excite in us a Deſire of more; Grant that 
we may at leaſt attain that uſeful Part, which 
may enable us to reverence thee, and to 
diſcharge our own Duty. Our bett At 
tainments in this Life can ariſe to no more 
than this; but by this Thou haſt taught u 
that We may arrive at more perfect Wil 


dom hereafter. Grant that we may ſeek 


and acquire ſuch Improvements of our Un. 
derftandings, as may be ſufficient to direct 
our Wills, and warm our Affections towards 
thee. Awaken this thy Servant to a due 
Senſe of the Blefling afforded us the 
Means of Inſtruction, and in "Oy _ 
Opportunities of reminding us of that, which 


it 18 of moſt Importance to us to ny 
— —ͤ—ͤ— 0 3 all 
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and to remember. Convince him of the 
Mliſery of his preſent Condition, who is now _ 


+ to learn bis Duty, when He ſhould be prac 
tiſing it, and is in great Danger of being 


called out of Life, without having known _ 


bor regarded the End for which He was ſent 
into it, Excite, We beſeech thee, his At- 
- tention, and open his Underſtanding to thoſe 
| Truths, to the Confeſſion and Obedience of 
which alone Thou haſt given the Promiſe of 
© Forgiveneſs and Acceptance. Bring him 
to the faithful Acknowledgment of and 
= dutiful Submiſſion to Chriſt Jeſus, who is 
the only Fountain of Hope, and in whom 
alone are hid all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and 
Knowledge. Make him to know that the 
Son of God is come, and hath given us an Un- 
derflanding that We may know him that is true; 
that We are in him that is true, even in his 
= Son Jeſus Chriſt, and that this is the true God, 
and eternal Life. Enable us to explain theſe 
Things to his Capacity, and give hm a 
Diſpoſition to learn and to apply them in 
ſincere Repentance and Amendment of Life. 
Prolong his Days, that He may yet retrieve 
the Seaſon of Inſtruction, and amend his 
Heart that He may improve this Advantage ; 
and bring him by true Faith and ſincere 
Obedience to thoſe intellectual Enjoyments, 
4 1 which hitherto He has not valued; and 
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which cannot be ſufficiently valued, till they 
are happily experienced, through the Mercy 


and Merits of our 0 Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, | 


Nr one that i 7s ben tent. 


CI Y 1 in Mercy hall already 
granted that, wich ſhould have 


been the firſt and principal Subject of our 
Prayers, and haſt favoured this thy Servant 
with a dueSenſe of his former Tranſgreſſions; 


| Go on, We beſeech thee, to improve ſuch 


Motions as thy own good Spirit hath begun, 


Confirm his Indignation againſt Sin, and 
| heighten his ſorrowful Remembrance of tis 
paſt Iniquities into more earneſt Reſolution: 


againſt every wiltul Repetition of them tor 
the future. Teach him to diſtinguiſh 


betwixt Infirmity of Body and Contrition 
of Soul; that "Th. may not miſtake {ts 
preſent Freedom from Allurements for a 


Sign of Piety; but may ſtedfaſtly reſolve to 


prefer his Duty to thee beyond all Allure- 
ments, if He ſhould live to be tried again 


with them. Make him deſirous of Lite 
| chiefly as an Opportunity of teſtifying the 
Sincerity of his Obedience; and touch #61. 


Heart with ſo true and deep a Senſe of thc 
Importance of thy Favour, and of the 


Nothingneſs of this World., that He may 
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devote himſelf wholly to thy Service, and 
may be prepared for all Aſter-Temptations, 
il it ſhould be thy Will that He ſhould be 
| thus aſſaulted, Make him careful not to de- 
| ceive himſelf, ſince He cannot deceive thee ; 
but form ſuch a Spirit in Him in this Time 
of Sickneſs, as may be able to endure in the 
Time of Health, or may be approved by 
| thee as ſincere, if this Sickneſs be appointed _ 
to be bis laſt: that whether He lives, He 
may live unto thee, O Lord; or that whe- 
ther He dies, He may die unto thee, 0 
| Lord; fo that living or dying He may be 
thine, through Jeſus Chriſt our only Media- 
tor and Redeemer. PO Ew 


For one that is impenitent. 


Word, who knoweſt our Hearts and 
e ſeeſt our Wants; Grant that We may 
know and ſee them ourſelves, and may be- 
come ſenſible of the Miſery of our Condi- 
tion, of the Remedy that We need, and of 
the Method of obtaining it. We are all too 

indifferent in our moſt important Concern, 

but We cannot be ſo indifferent as to ſee with- 


2 


N 


8 2 85 
eee 


2 of it. | Lord, awaken him before it be too 


i N ; late, 
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late, before He feels the Severity of thy Ven- 
geance, and diſcovers his Sin and Folly by 
the fad Effects of everlaſting Sufferings. Le 
our Concern for him rouſe him to ſome Care 
for himſelf. Let thy Grace quicken the good 
Motion, and let his Application to the Die. 


tates of thy revealed Will ſhew him ſtill the 


Poſſibility of Repentance, and the indiſpen- 
ſable Neceſſity of it. Grant that the former 
; Examples of thy Mercy to great Sinners upon 


their {ſincere Return, may excite him to fol. 
low them, and to be hereafter as eminent 2 


5 Pattern of Contrition, as He has hitherto 


been of Difobedience. . Grant that bis pre- 
| ſent hopeleſs State may ſtill end in Holinen 
and Happineſs, and that bis future Amend- 
ment, rather than his future Puniſhment, 
may warn others to forſake their evil Courſes. 


Great is bis Danger, though little is bs Ap- 


prehenſion of it; and great his Need of thy 


T Mercy, though He ſhews no Senſe of Ap- 
_ plication for it. We pray for him, that Hz 


may learn the Importance of praying for 
himſelf: and We defire to guard both bin 
and ourſelves from Deſpair. Preſerve us from 
Ce.uer falling into his inſenſible State, and de- 
liver him ſpeedily from it, through the all- 
5 powerful Merits and Interceſſion of our Sa- 


: viour FI Chriſt, 


For 
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2 


Er one that js indifferent. 


© FN Almighty God, whoſe Favour is the 
O only Foundation of our Hope, warm 
0 us with a lively : Senle of | the Importance of | 
our Duty to thee, and of thy Mercy to us. 
Teach us to look on Indifference in our ſpi- 
; ritual Cofcerns as Madnels, and Folly, and 
Wickedneſs. In particular, impreſs this 
Sentiment on this thy Servant, whom Thou 
haſt called by Sickneſs to a more intimate 
Conſideration of theſe Things. Thou haſt 
happily freed him from Prophaneneſs, or any 
| avowed Diſregard to thee, or of his Duty to 
| thee, O lead him on to a juſt, that is, an 
- earneſt Regard to the Means of Grace and 
Hope of Glory with which Thou haſt bleſs 
| ſed us. Suffer him not to be fo inconſiſtent 
\ as to believe theſe things, and yet to give up 
i, Thoughts entirely to worldly Purſuits, 
and defeat his Faith by a Neglect of that, 
which He cannot but know and confeſs, de- 
ſerves ys firſt and beſt Attention. Grant 
that the Infirmities of is Body may direct 
um to provide for the Security of his Soul, 
and that the Uncertainty of his Continuance 
in this Life may remind him of the Welfare 
> of that Life, which will never end. Cauſe 
| > Pim to remember how ſoon his other Cares 
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180 Prayers fer Viſitation of the Sick, 
muſt find a Period, and how ſoon the Car 
of bis immortal Part will appear to be nd 
only his chief but his only Concern. Inſpir 
im then with a Zeal ſuitable to the momen- 
tous Event depending, and let his Thought 
and Deſires be the ſame on this Side th: 
Grave, as they will ſpeedily be on the othe; 
Lead us all to this wiſe and holy Temper « 
Mind, and confirm us in it, for the Sake dt 


| our Savigur Jeſus Chi. 


ue one that ſeems not ſufficient ffi, 


OO Bleed Jeſus, who offeredit up th 
 - ſelf as a Sacrifice for our Sins, and 
diedſt to bring us within a Capacity of Par- 


don to us, but haſt invited us to accept of 
it, and haſt inſtituted Offices and Perſons to 
remind us of our Duty, and to affiſt us in 
diſcharging it; Give us Grace to ſet a Value 
on the Salvation of our Souls ſuitable to the 


Care, which thy wonderful Mercy has taken 


to preſerve them, Teach us, from thy in- 
finite Condeſcenſion and Goodneſs towards 
us, to think what Returns of Gratitude are 


due to thee; what Attention, and Zeal, and 


Watchfulneſs, are due to ourſelves. Yet 
We confeſs, O gracious Saviour, our Con- 


trition bears no Proportion to the Heinour 


3 F 4 * 4 - Yo 2 
2 * RE >, b . 
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* neſs of our Offences ; our Apprehen ſions are 

not ſuitable to our Danger; nor our holy Af= 
fections towards thee anſwerable in any De- 
gree to our Obligations to thee. Raiſe, We 


beſeech thee, our earthly Hearts, and warm 
them with a better Senſe of our Duty, and 
with a more lively Apprehenſion of the in- 
finite Importance of thoſe Promiſes and 


n with which Thou haſt enforced 


Call us all, and this thy Servant in par- 


{| Bale (through the Means of this afflict- 

ing Providence) to a ſerious View of the 
* Greatneſs of our Provocations, and of the 
inconſiderable Degree of our Repentance 


for them. Touch his Soul that He may be 


ſenſibly grieved at his own Unworthineſs, 
and paſt Unconcern for an Event, on which 
bis Welfare for Eternity is depending. Make 
him rather feel thy Terrors at preſent, than 
through Indifference fall into them here- 
after; and ſuffer him not to enjoy any Peace 


in himſelf, whilſt He continues in a State of 


f Diſpleaſure with thee. Bring him by thy 
Difſcipline to a ſerious Senſe of 615 Guilt and 


Folly, and lead him thereby to an earneſt 


Reſolution of devating bimſolf to thy future 
Service; of regarding principally bis ſpiri- 


tual and ſu preme Intereſt. in every Under- 


taking and Action and of making this the 


. chief 


182 Prayers for Viſitation of the Sick. 
chief Comfort of his Life, that He may he 
prepared to leave it. Bleſs this þzs leading 


Deſign, We beſeech thee, with Succeſs, 


and all others, as they contribute to, or are 
conſiſtent with this; and lead him by true 
and ſincere Holineſs to the Enjoyment of 
that perfect Happineſs purchaſed by thy 
Merits, and attainable only by thy gracious 
We 


Fer un that bs delayed bis Repentance. 


Interrupt our ſteady and uniform Prepara- 


tion for it. Have Pity on this thy Servant, 

who has too long been totally engaged in 
the Affairs of this Life, and has neglected 
the only Foundation of thy Favour and of 


to qualify bim for bis Duty; the Continuance 


God, the Author of our Being, who 
WL haſt endued us with a natural Deſire 
of Immortality and Happineſs ; Give us the 
Senſe and Grace to join thoſe Deſires, and 
to fix our Hearts on no lower Purſuit than 
that of endleſs Felicity. Let not the vain 
Amuſements of this World divert our 
Thoughts from the Cares of the next, nor 


bis own Comfort. Grant him, We beſeech 
thee, farther Time to repair this great Neg- 
lect; the Continuance of his Underſtanding 


| 9 5 Prayers for 7 72 ation of the ky LY 18 3 
Lg of th Grace to enable him to do it; a better 
” Diſp6lition to incline him to it; and farther 
5 Opportunities of teſtifying bis Sincerity by 
that only real Proof, an holy Life. Cauſe 
| him to look back with Horror on the certain 
Deſtruction which He had been involved in, 
if He had been called out of Life in bs for- 
mer careleſs Courſe of it; Cauſe him to 
look with a juſt Apprehenſion on bis pre- 
ſent Danger, if Thou in Juſtice ſhouldſt 
| with-hold thy Mercy from vim, and ſhouldſt 
deny him the Power, or the Seaſon of Re- 
pentance: and direct him to look forward 
do the only Ground of Hope by a ſincere 
| Reſolution of improving every Degree of 
Favour, which is indulged him, to the Pu- 
rification' of his Heart and the Amendment 
of 'bjs Life, Grant that the Zeal of his 
future Piety may teſtify his Senſe of his paſt 
Hs SinandF olly; and that the Remembrance 
of this bis Ingratitude and Diſobedience 
may keep him humble, and dilizent, and 
perſevering in every Improvement. And 
teach us to ſhew our Compaſſion to him, 
and our Senſe of Duty to ourſelves, by en- 
couraging and imitating every Virtue | in im; 
looking on our Continuance | in this tranſi- 
LY tory World as principally.an Advantage, by 
ö giving us an Opportunity of preparing for 
Ea. e 


rr / c 


184 Prayers Ae Viſitation of the Sith, 


the next. Grant us Grace fo to improve i, 
or the Sake of our Saviour * Chriſt, 


For one that 15 enteri ring on it. 


\ Grocions God, We can 1 no Mo. 
tive but thy own Goodneſs and Com. 
paſſion, to excite thy Fayour and Pity to. 
wards us; Yet truſting in that alone, We 

| preſume to offer up our Petitions to thee, a; 
. Loving that Thou gelightefi not in the Death 
of a Sinner. Hear our Prayers, We beſecch 
_ thee, in Behalf of this thy Servant, who de- 


- fires humbly to acknowledge his former 


Tranſgreſſions againſt thee, to expreſs an 
earneſt and devout Senſe of, and Sorrow for 
them, and a fincere and fervent Reſolution 
to forſake them. Afﬀiſt him in this great 
Work of Repentance, and grant him a due 

Uſe and Application of all 5s Faculties in 

this the moſt important Office in which they 

can be employed. Bleſs his Underſtanding 
with a true Knowledge of thy Laws, of the 

Means of fulfilling them, and of the Me- 

thod of atoning for paſt Breaches of them. 


— Aſſiſt bis Memory in recollecting his own. 


Tranſgreſſions againſt them, with all the 
ſeveral Aggravations of them. Purity bs. 
Will to an ene Deteſtation of "7 Ot- 

ence, 
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fence, and warm his Affections to a Degree | 
of Earneſtneſs becoming the Greatneſs of 9 
thy Goodneſs and of bis Iniquity. Let bis bi 
Mouth expreſs duly bis deep Senſe of bis Wy! 
own Vileneſs, and of thy undeſerved Mereg 
in admitting him to the Covenant of Repent= 
ance, and let his Heart feel the Sentiment 
which his Tongue utters. Make him abhor 
© the Thought of any Attempt to deceive 
| others in his Appearance of Penitence, and 
teach him to guard with due Apprehenſion 
againſt the greater Danger of deceiving him- 
| felf in this weighty Matter. Let him be 
aſſured that Nothing can be acceptable to 
thee, but a Mind truly ſincere and pious, 
exerting itſelf in Acts ſuitably holy and righ- 
teous. And when He has attained to this 
juſt Notion and Practice of his Duty, accept 
it, We beſeech 3 for the Sake of our 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. | 
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| Err one that bas made ſome Progre in it. 
: 0 | Blefſed nd awhs haſt cauſed this Fi 
| WW Servant: to look into himſelf, and ta 
diſcern bis own wretched State and Con- 
dition ; who haſt likewiſe given him a View 
of thy Mercy, and of the only Method of 
= obtaining it through Chriſt ; Enable him, 
i} WO 1 e to . the great Work 
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3 8 6 Prayers for Pi 5 zation of the Sick, 
which Thou haſt diſpoſed him to undertake 


| that all theſe preſent Aids and Advances to- 


wards Reformation may not prove the Aggta- 
vation of his future Tranſgreſſion and Rui, 
Let not his preſent Zeal ever abate or groy 
cool; Grant that He may ever continue in 

the ſame Diſpoſition of Mind, that a Senſ⸗ 
of bis Iniquity and of thy Goodneſs has non 
fixed him in; and that the Sincerity of it 


may be better teſtified by the happy Effect 
3 Righteouſneſs and Virtue in h:s whole 


Converſation, Suffer him not to place any 
Hopes in a bare Acknowledgment of hi; 
8 Ofnces, but in a real Alteration of Man- 


ners. As Thou haſt promited Acceptance 


to nothing leſs than a ſincere and uniform 
Practice of Piety, let us never flatter ourlelve 
in the Strength of Promiſes and Reſolutions 
made in the Abſence of Temptations ; but 
rather prepare ourſelves to give ſure Proof of 
our entire Converſion to thee, by the Reſiſt- 
_ ance of actual Temptations, when they fe- 
turn upon us with their former Violence. 


Give thy Grace to this thy Servant to enter 


again on the Perils of the World with a due 
| Senſe of his own Weakneſs; to implore con- 


_ tinually thy aſſiſting Grace to ſapport lin; 
in his beſt Proficiency to remember with Hu- 


mility and Contrition þ:s former Laples; 
: to conſider and acknowledge the Defects 


which 


P * \ 
+ ä 
8 3 3 
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Which He daily experiences in his Endeavours 
of Improvement; and at laſt to offer up is 


imperfect though ſincere Services to thy Ac- | 
ceptance, only through the Merits and Me- 5 


diation of our Saviour Jetus Chriſt, 
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| For one bat is under T, emptation. 


0 Almighty God, Whol Aſſiſtance We _ 
need in every Moment of our Lives, and 
more eſpecially in the Time of Trial and 
Temptation; Grant that We may know our 
Strength to be only in thee, that We may 
humbly ſue to thee 11 it, and faithfully apply 
it in the Reſiſtance of every inward Inclina- 
tion, or outward Allurement, that is ſinful 
and diſpleaſing to thee. Hear our Prayers for 
| this thy Servant, and hear bis own in this 
Time of his Trial; that He may zealouſly 
* contend againſt the Aſſaults of his ſpiritual. 
Adverſary, and that thy Grace may be ſuffi- 
cient for Him in this ſpiritual Warfare, 
| F Make him recolle& that the Grounds, on 
which His holy Reſolutions were formed, are 
dei of the ſame Force; that his preſent Exer- 
tion of them is the proper Probation of his 
derte and that bis future Triumph over 
= theſe Aſſaults, will be acceptable to thee and 


comfortable to himſelf. Teach him now to 
© conſider, and to apply the Conſideration, that 


every 
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188 Prayers for Vi iſo tation of the Sick, 


eyery Motive to Diſobedience is no other a | 
a Motive to bs own Ruin; and that au 


preſent Initance of Self-Denial i in ſuch Cate 
will lead to is own true and laſting Hu. 
pineſs. Suffer hm not to do what He yil 
certainly condemn htmfelf for, when done; 
but enable him to diſcharge what „is ow 
Conſcience directs, and thy more important 
Sentence will approve and reward. As H 
has Time to recolle& himſelf, and to fum- 
mon the Motives of Reaſon and Revelatin 
to bis Succour, grant that He may not tract 
greſs with all theſe Advantages ; but my 
have Diſpoſition and Strength to withſtanl 
any Dithculties, in Remembrance of thy 
Protection and Hope of thy Favour. Cine 
bim, We beſecch thee, a ſincere Delire to 
| obey thee, and proſper his Endeavours ; aud 
bring Yin ſafely through this hazardous Stat 
to an uniform Obedience to thy Will here 
and to the happy Enjoyment of thy Mercy 


hereafter, through the Merits of our Saviou 
Jetus Chriit, 


E: or one thas pas relapſe 'd into Sin. 


of 3 8 4 
17 g 


2 
— 
OxUa8—a 


% A _ 7 8 : Es I 
* * #2 * 3 7 See 8 l M OIPES, N 
od ods 7 n S R 9 
i S e * 9 8 "3 


"Oractous God, "whale Mercy alone | [ 
the Foundation of all our Prayers; Give | 
us the Grace never to lay aſide the Hope 
of it, whultt Thou intendeſt the Continu- 


ance * X 


? 


ance and Exerciſe of it. 
this Time in the Behalf of this thy Servant, 
in whoſe Recovery to Forgiveneſs and Hap- 
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1 which He has thus abuſed. 
that Favour, 


We implore it at 


© pineſs it will ſtand moſt eminently diſplayed. 
J He confeſſes Himel, unworthy of it, not only 
as every Sinner is fo, but as 7s Tranſgreſſions 
| The been attended with peculiar Aggrava- 


tions. He has not only diſobeyed thy holy 


Lans, but He has done it after a Senſe and 
Nene Knowledge of their Value and 
1 He had taſted before the Sor-= _ 
rows of Sin, and the bitter Fruits r 
obedience, and by thy gracious Compaſſion 
had attained to a Senſe of his Folly, and to 


ſome Advance to a better Courſe of Life: 


| yet after this Repentance, never in Reaſon 
to be repented of, He has ſhamefully fallen 
from bis Duty to thee and his own good 

plunged again into the 
Au how 

Mercy, 

158 iwplore | 
; which He has thus delibe- 
7 rately renounced ? The very Petition muſt 


| Revolutions, and 
| Depts of Wickedneſs and Ruin. 
| ſhall He now apply again to tha 


Hang him to Shame, and in that Effect only 


can He find any Ground of Hope and 
Grant that the bitter -Remem- 


Comfort. 
brance of this bs paſt Folly and Inzratitude, 


F may work in Pim a deeper Reſolution. to. 


cle ave 
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: cle eave to thee with his whole Heart, ul t 
guard the more carefully againſt thoſe Temp. 
tations, which have drawn 4:m thus aſide 
from his own beſt Judgment. Grant that 
his future Conduct may be ſuch as become 
one that has Reaſon to diſtruſt hs own 
Strength, and that owes the Poſſibility of 
thy Favour only to thy marvellous Geode 
As thou haſt not cut 5: off in the fatal 
Scene of his Tranſgreſſions againſt thee, di- 
rect him to look on the Time now afforded, 
as an Opportunity of Amendment, and to 
interpret this Mercy as an Earneſt of, and 
Path to a greater. And in this Senſe of | 
Things, and in ſuitable Endeavours to re- 
cover the Path of Virtue and thy protecting 
Favour, let him fix and perſevere without 
future Deviation, as long as Thou ſhalt con- 
tinue him in this Life; and at the Concluſion 
of it, receive him, We beſeech thee, to tiy Þ 
: Mercy, through Jeſus Chriſt, our ooh d. 1 
viour and Redeemer, LE 


By one that i 15 deſirous 5 70 ace ve tle Sacra- 


nent. ; 


0 God, who baſt : given the Grace to 15 


thy Servant to underſtand and confider 


the true Hae only Foundation of 47s Hope, | 
and to ſecure His Pardon in | the only cove- | 
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} Hanted Method in which it is offered, by His 
| 2 efire of partaking in the Sacrament of = 
E Saviour's Inſtitution ; Give him Grace like- 
wiſe, We beſeech thee, to underſtand and 
practiſe aright the neceſſary Conditions of a 
fſalutary Participation of it; that He may 
KF neither diſhonour thee, nor deceive himſelf; 

but may reap the Benefits intended by it 

and promiſed in it. Let him examine himſelf 

faithfully, and prepare Hhimſelf truly, that ſo 


Hue may eat of that Bread and drink of that 
Cup with Efficacy and Satisfaction. Teach 
bim not merely by a formal Repetition of _ 
Expreſſions, but by a ſincere Contrition of 
Heart, to devote þ1mſelf to thy Service. Make 
Him abhor thoſe Offences, which brought 
bis Saviour to the Croſs, and reſolve himſelf 
to crucify the Fleſh with all its ſinful Aﬀec- _ 
tions and Luſts, Enable him to die to Sin, 
© whilſt He is commemorating the Sufferings | 
of Him, who died for Sin, and as He is here- 
by admitted to the Covenant of Repen- 
dance, ſuffer him not to expect Forgiveneſs 
on any other Terms. Grant that this Re- 
membrance of Chriſt's Paſſion for every 
ſincere Penitent may confirm his Purpoſe of 
becoming ſuch; let thy Grace ſupport his 
> Endeavours; and thus let bis Participation 
pol it both ſtrengthen and refreſh his Soul. 
> Cauſe „ to find Comfort in receiving the 
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"Pare Pledges of his Salvation on the ſuppoſed 
| Sincerity of his Repentance ; grant that bj; 
Aſter-Piety may confirm that Suppoſition, 
and that final Glory may be the happy Con- 
ſequence, for the Sake and through the Merit 
of the ſame our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 


. 
* 
— —— — — ũ—— — — — 


* 
—ͤ])—ä—ͤ—ä a, TT— — — 


For one that has hitherto negledted it. 


— — ę— — — — 


God, who haft ſet forth thy Son as a 

Propitiation for the Sins of the whole 
World. and haſt directed all Sinners to come 
to tes by him; who, by the Mouth of the 
fame thy well-beloved Son, haſt appointed 
Memorials of this thy choſen Method ef 
Mercy, and haſt as expreſsly enjoined all 
Penitents to partake of them, as to forbezr 
all farther Immoralities; Give, We beſeech 
thee, a due Senſe of the Importance of this 
Command to all who have not yet conſidered. 
or obſerved it as they ought. In particular, 
awaken this thy Servant to a ſerious Concern 
and Contrition for this /s great Neglect, 
and let him place it in the Number of thoſe | 
| heavy Sins, which require a diſtin Con- 
feſſion, Repentance, and Amendment. 
Let tim reſolve on an entire Reformation | 
in this as well as all other Particulars ; and 
Jet His punctual Attendance on thy holy 


Ordinances hereafter teſtify bis Conviction x 
| — = | oy 


2 _ * 
rr 
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3 the Guilt of bis former Neglect. Grant 
that his Readineſs, his Deſire, bis watchful 
Care to embrace every Opportunity of com- 
memorating his Saviour's Sufferings for b1m, 
may ſhew his true Knowledge of, and his 
grateful] Regard for that Atonement, for the 
Sake of which alone He is to expect the 
| Pardon of his paſt Sins, and the Acceptance 

of hrs future good Endeavours, 
| Fe is thus ſacramentally remembering is 
| Saviour Part in this Covenant of Grace, 5 
give Him the Grace to remember and to ob- 


ſerve his own; that That Holineſs of Life, 


which ought ever to diſtinguiſh a Commu- 
nicant, may ſhine forth in hzs Practice; that 


bis Piety and Virtue may ſtrengthen and 


adorn each other ; and that He may have a 

ſure Refuge in this federal Mercy, on the 
only Condition on which it is promiſed, 
that of faithful and effectual Reformation, 

Hear us for the Merits of the lame our Sa- 


viour Jeſus Chriſt. 


For one that has 7 uf received ts 


\ Bleſſed Ps who. haſt lowed. us. 


Acceſs to thee by the Blood of thy 


Son, having reconciled the World to thyſelf 
by the Merit of his Sufferings, Grant that it 


may be the Buſineſs of our Like: and the 


9 Com- - 


And whilſt 
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Comfort of our Death, to ſecure the Ben 
fits of that Reconciliation. Improve, We 


- beſeech thee, this Deſire and Care in this 


thy Servant, who has teſtified his Hope of 
thy Mercu, and his Senſe of the Manner in 
which alone it is to be expected, by apply. 
ing to himſelf the Memorials of his Saviour, 
5 Palſion for him, in the Sacrament appointed 
for that Purpoſe, Give him Grace to con- 
ſider this his Participation of the Holy $4. 
crament, not as a fingle and ſufficient Act 
of Duty, but as an Expreſſion of /ig Repent- 
ance for paſt Sins, of a conſtant and lively 
Faith in thy Mercy through Chriſt, and of a 
firm and ſtedfaſt Purpoſe of leading here- 
after a good and religious Life. And grant 


- that He may reap the Comfort and true Ad- 


vantage of it, by conſidering it not as an ab- 
ſolute and unconditional Title to Pardon and 
Happineſs, but as a Declaration of his Ac- 
ceptance according to the Truth and Since- 
_ rity of 51s Contrition and Amendment; and 
a Confirmation to him of thoſe Promiſes of 
Grace and Favour, which are offered to all, 
who truly feek it in thy holy Ordinances. 
Dire& the due Apprehenfion of theſe Pri- 
vileges and theſe Conditions to quicken 4% 
_ Gratitude, his Devotion, his ſincere Delire | ? 
of becoming i in all Things a true Servant of | 1 
Jeſus Chriſt, Grant that the Vows, __ 19 
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. has offered to thee on this 1 
may never be forgotten by him, but may be 
faithfully retained both in bis Memory and 
in his Heart, and may ſhew themſelves in 
his Life and Converſation. Let the Remem- 
brance of bis Breach of former Vows, vyhe- 
ther of his original one at Baptiſm, or of 
- thoſe deliberate ones ſince formed and ex- 
preſſed in private Devotions, or publick 
Adminiſtrations of religious Offices, quicken 
bis preſent Care and Caution, and make 
* bim the more diligent to uſe and to improve 
every future Opportunity of devoting him 
7 If to thee, and of teſtifying an uniform and 
conſiſtent Courſe of Obedience to thy Pre- 
cepts. And accept, We beſeech thee, his 
imperfect Services for the Sake of thoſe 
Sufferings of bis Blefled Saviour, which He 
has fo lately commemorated in the Form of 
bis on Inſtitution, Hear us at all Times, 


and in all our Prayers, for the Sake of our 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 


Fur one that is inclinable fo Preſet Mption, 


2 O Almi ohty God, who of thy undeſerved 
2 Goodneſs and Compaſſion haſt pro- 
miſed Forgiveneſs to repenting. Sinners; Qua- 
lify us, We humbly beſeech thee, by true 
Repentance to n of that gracious Pro- 
3 . 
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miſe. To enforce that Repentance, make 
us ever mindful in what Capacity We muſt 


receive thy Favour ; that the Beſt of us are 


no better than Sinners, and that We owe 


our Pardon to thy Mercy, not to our Merit, 


We confeſs, O Lord, We have nothing 
properly our own, but Sin and Miſery ; and 
5 8995 nothing valuable in us, or deſirable to 
us, but by thy free Gift. We cannot do 
Good but by thy Grace, nor avoid Suffering 
but by thy Providence. Convince and re- 
mind us all, and this thy Servant in parti 
_ cular, of this great Truth, that We ſubſit 
by thy Mercy, and do equally both in our 
temporal and ſpiritual Concerns, need thy 
gracious and continual Protection. Clive us 
the Senſe and Grace to reflect, that We 


muſt expect and apply for Acceptance in 
that Method only, in which Thou haſt been 


pleaſed to offer it; and that if We found 
our Hopes on any thing but the Goſpel- F 
Terms, We ſhall certainly fail of them. | 


Above all, ſuffer us not to deceive ourſelves 


with too light a Notion of the Conditions | 


of Salvation in themſelves, or of our ſaffi- 


cient Diſcharge of them. Make us ſenſible 


that it is both more eaſy and more dange!- - 
ous to think too well of ourſelves than too | 
ill; and that the Doctrines and Precepts of 


thy Revelation prohibit nothing more _ | 
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. a general Proviſion for the future Sal- 
vation and preſent Comfort of Mankind, 
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than Self-Eſteem and Self. ſufficiency. Mor- 


 tify therefore in us, We pray thee, and en- 
able us to mortify in ourſelves, every aſpi- 


ring and preſumptuous Thought, as founded 
on nothing within us, and defeating every 


Aſſiſtance from without. Make us to think 
aand know that We are 4% than the leaſt of 
thy Mercies; that We fail too often in 


known Inſtances of Duty; and that at the 
beſt We are but unprofitable Servants. Guard 


us againſt the Deceitfulneſs of our own _ 
Hearts, that We may neither miſtake in the 


Reality, nor in the Value of our Perform- 
ances ; but that We may work out our Sal- 


vation with Fear and Trembling. Whilſt We 


aim at doing much, make us know that We 
can do but little; and that our only Hope is 


in preſenting with Humility our imperfect 
Services to thy Acceptance, thro' the Merits 
and Mediation of thy Son our Saviour Jeſus 


Chriſt, 


For one that is inclinable to Deſpair. 


Merciful God, who haſt not only made 


but haſt adapted Remedies and Aſſiſtances 
for the particular Wants, and Stations, and 
Tempers of each Believer, Give the Grace 


4 
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＋ 

1 J 
1 5 

| 


— 

— . — 

— — wer © - 
— 2 AY'g 


198 Prayers for Viſi tation nof the Sick, 


to this thy Servant, who is terrified with the” 
Senſe of thy Juſtice, and trembles under the 
Fear of thy Diſpleaſure, to apply with ra. 
tional Satisfaction thoſe gracious Promiſes 
which are ſuited to his Caſe, and were in- 

| tended to refreſh the Hearts and ſupport the 

| Spirits of ſuch devout and afflicted Penitents, 
Confirm his vehement Indignation againſt 
Sin, and 4s juſt Reſentment againſt HI 
for his former wilful Provocations of thine 
Anger; but ſuffer not theſe to proceed far- 
ther than to direct him to thy Mercy as the 
only Foundation of Hope, and to ſincere 
 _ Obedience as the only Condition of it. Make 


him ſenſible that when thy Threatnings ha 


driven him to true Repentance, they rh 
had their proper Effect; and that then it 5 
Time to make Application to, and to reap 
Comfort from thy merciful Promiſes. Grant 
that theſe may appear to im in their true 


Light and their full Force; and if He has 


entertained any Diſtruſt of thy Mercy 4 that 
is inconliſtert with theſe, pardon his Error, 
We befeech thee, and remove it. For the * 
Sake of thy Glory, and of bis Duty and Con- 
fort, let /s Eſteem of thy Goodnets be a2 
extenſive as poſſible, whil it excludes Se- 


curity ii in Impenitence, and is only made to 
encourage Amendment : and to this Hoy | 


| enable n to judge rightly of the Cauſe 


Irs t 
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bis Doubts and continuing Anxieties, If they _ 
e from any Conſciouineſs of any re- 
maining evil Paſſion or Practice, let them 


abide with Him, till they have wrought A. 


thorough and compleat Reformation; but 
if bis Heart acquit {im of any wilful Conti- 
nuance in any known Sin, if Js Apprehen- 


ſions ariſe from too limited a Notion of the 


Extent of thy Mercy, or from any Bodily 


Indiſpoſition, or from a Snare of the com- 


mon Enemy of Mankind, deliver him, We 


beſeech thee, from the Error and the Effect 
of it; and direct him to the right Uſe of 
thoſe Texts in thy Holy Word, which both 


promiſe and enjoin Satisfaction and Rejoy- 


ny in the genuine Fruits of thy Holy Spi- 


Thy bleſſed Goſpel is the only Remedy 
3 Deſpair, the only Security of our 


Acceptance upon our Return to thee. O 
let us not diſhonour thee, or afflict ourſelves, | 
by perverting it to a different Purpoſe ; but 
grant that We may make the Diſcharge of 
our Duty to be, what it ought to be, the 
chief Comfort and Support of our Life. 
Bleſs us all, and bleſs this thy Servant parti» 
cularly, with a chearful Senſe of the Value 
of a good Life, that no melancholy Thoughts 


may divert us from it ; but that We may, 


by thy gracious ern dien and Direction, 


come boldly to toe Throne f thy Grace, that 
„ Th Ne 
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Vie may obtain Mercy and find Grace to 100 


in Time off Need. Accept our Petitions now 


and at all Times, through the Merits and 1 


Mediation of our Saviour Al Chriſt. 


Per one + r is in 4 State of Deſperation. 


Merciful God, whe- in thy holy Word 


haſt aſſured us, that Thou ou have 


all Men to be ſaved, and 4 come to the Knis. 


| ledge of the Truth ; Give thy Grace to this 


5 thy Servant to find Comfort in this gracious 
Aſſurance, to ſee that He is not ſhut out 
from Mercy, and to underſtand rightly and 


perform faithfully the Terms of Accept- 


ance. Gen that He may not diſhonour 


thee, and ruin himſelf, by perverting the 


Doctrines, and contr adicting the Precepts 
and Promiſes of thy Goſpel. Make hi 


ſenſible that Forgiveneſs is offered to all 


without Exception, who are willing to em- 
brace and diſcharge the Conditions of it; and 


that His Saviour died for this End, that He 


might have Mercy upon all. Convince hi 
of the great Sin and Error of excluding Hu 
elf from all Hopes of Pardon for ſuch Cauſes 


as Thou haſt graciouſly declared will not F 


exclude hin; and make him more ready to 
' condemn this fatal Offence of Deſpair, than 


all thoſe Tranſgrefſions, which only w 
| „ 


beſeech thee, from the Neglect of the Means 

of Grace and Amendment, as if they were 

vo farther uſeful. Preſerve him from all 
Temptation to Self- Deſtruction, and either 
remove the Suggeſtion, or enable him to 
Withſtand it. Keep him in the Obſervance 
ol every Duty injoined; Continue him in the 
© Uſe of the Ordinances of the Goſpel ; nnd: -- 
though He feels no preſent Comfort in them. 
yet grant im Perſeverance, in Hopes at laſt 
ef finding the Bleflings and Advantages of 


them. Let thy Grace be ſufficient for him 


in all Trials and Diſtreſſes; and bring bim, 
Me humbly entreat thee, from this Aeon i 
ſolate Condition, to rejoice in the better 
Knowledge and Practice of his Duty here, 
and to be for ever happy in the Fruition of 
thy glorious Preſence hereafter, through the 
: Merits N Mediation of our Saviour Jeſus 
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1 'bim more ſenſible of the Neceſſity of apply- 
ing to the Throne of thy Grace. And ſince 
le feels ſeverely the Torment of this Error, 
ddiſpoſe him to diſcern its Sinfulneſs, and to 
© hearken to the proper Remedies for the 
Removal of it. Above all, guard him, We 


For 
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Fr one e that i 7s boah ri ted. 


4 O e Gad, who haſt made i us chick 
WL for another Life, and haſt taught us by 
the very Frame of our Conſtitution to under. 
ſtand ſomewhat of it; Grant that We may 
make the true Uſe of every Infirmity of our 
Nature, as well as of every Diſpenſation d 
thy Providence. Thou haſt ſhewn us hoy 
intenſely We are capable of being punithed 


without any inſtrumental Pain 918 our Bodies 


odr any of thoſe worldly Sorrows and Troubles 


which are the more uſual Occaſions of Grief, 


Thou haſt ſhewn us, in a lower Degree, how 


Teverely the Mind alone may be alflilicted, 
when not aſſiſted by and refreſhed with thy 


5 particular Comforts, who art the Father of 
SFPpirits. Deliver us, We beſeech thee, from 


all cauſeleſs DejeRtion of Mind, and yet 
more eſpecially from all ſuch as 1s cauſed by 
voluntary Tranſgreſſion. Have Mercy upon 


this thy Servant, and remove from him #t 


preſent Trouble of Spirits, or ſupport him 
under it, If any latent Diſeaſe occaſion it, 


_ prevent, We pray thee, its Progreſs, and re. 
ſtore hi Health and Chearfulneſs; if any real 


Ground of Affliction affect him, give Hin the 


Grace to apply the proper Remedy, i 
; 0 
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of Repentance from Sin, or of Prudence and 
Patience under ſuch Troubles as may befal 
im; and bleſs him alſo with the Return of 
| outward Comforts and inward Peace of Mind. 

Or if no viſible Cauſe, either natural or ra- 
tional, diſturb his Soul, if this Depreſſion of 
> Spirits be no more than one of the various 
Trials of thy wiſe Providence for theProbation 
ol Mankind; Enable him then to bear it, till 
the gracious End of this Affliction is anſwer- 
ed; refreſh him with Intervals of conſcien- 
tious Comfort, and bring theſe ſorrowful Ap- 
prehenſions to a olorious Concluſion. And 
lead him and us hereby to the Remembrance 
of that happy Time, when our Minds ſhall 
be ever active and joyous, and by their nearer 
and better Knowledge and Enjoyment of 
© thee, ſhall be filled with real and never-fail- 
ing Satisfaction, through the Merits of our 


g>aviour Jeſus Chriſt, 


For one that i 75 troubled i 71 Mind. 


God, the Creator and Judge of Men, 
by whoſe Wiſdom We are fearfully and 
FT made, and by. whoſe Juſtice We 
= ſhall be finally and equitably ſentenced ; 
| Look down with Compaſſion on the Work 
of thy Hands, and regard thoſe Diſtreſſes, 
which thy all wile Providence has ray pow 
More 
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More eſpecially, We beſeech thee, to com. 
paſſionate thoſe Diſtreſſes of the Mind, which 
Me are leaſt able to bear, and which, agant 
our own Inclination, diſqualify us for the 
comfortable Diſcharge of our Duty to the: 
_ Particularly We implore thy tender Regi 
to this thy Servant, who is afflicted wit 
Fears and Doubts, and evil Thoughts, which 
He cannot help, with prophane Imains 
tions which He would deſire to avoid. En 
able him either to avoid them entirely, or b 
conſider them as bs Misfortune and nct 
Lis Fault. Remove all real Burdens from 
bis Conſcience by a fincere and effecul 
| Repentance, and help bin by a true Faithin 
thee to clear up theſe imaginary ones, or at 
leaſt to ſupport them like other Calamitie, 
SGuffer them not to leſſen his Truſt in thee, 
nor his earneſt Deſire to pleaſe and obe) 
thee; and grant that hs Uneaſineſs and Hor- 
ror at theſe wild Conceptions may convince 
bim that He is not wilfully conſenting b 
them, nor will therefore be accountable tor 
them. Let thy gracious Promiſes, which 
amidſt the Confuſion of his Thoughts He l 
ſtill capable of underſtanding and applying 


' refreſh his Soul, and fatisfy bis Reaſon, that 
bis State is not the leſs ſecure, though it be 
the leſs comfortable for theſe groundleſs and 
diſturbed Wandrings of bis Mind. Yet, it 
— 


3 +7 


ſeech thee, from any farther Trials and Op- 


© hereafter. May this be /s and our final 


Portion for the Sake of our Saviour Jeſus 


* Chriſt. 


> CN Lord, who knoweſt whereof We are 
. made, and how far our Souls and 
Bodies, through their intimate Union, are 
capable of affecting each other; grant, We 


beſeech thee, that We may learn to apply 


© this Conſideration to our Comfort, and to 


thy Honour. Suffer not the Indiſpoſition 
of our Fleſh ſo far to affect the Spirit, as to 
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miſtake that for Guilt, which thy Providence 
intended but for Trial. Give this thy Ser- 


= vant, who is now under this Trial, Grace 


ſufficient to bear his Affliction, and to un- 
derſtand it to be, if We rightly apprehend 


EN 
8 . 
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| ; it ſeem good unto thee, deliver him, We be- 


| > prefſions of this Kind. Keep his Mind as 
well as h:s Conſcience clear, that He may 
1 purſue his Duty with the greater Comfort, 
and may enjoy the Foretaſte of Heaven 
1 here, as well as the ſecure Poſſeſſion of it 
| 


me on that is affited with evil Thoughts, | 
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diſcompoſe us for the Enjoyment of Life, 
or the Diſcharge of Duty; and let us not 


= it fo to be, a bodily Indiſpoſition, and not a 
5 dreadful Effect of extraordinary Sin or par- 
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ticular Puniſhment. He is troubled with 


Thoughts rather wild than wicked, and ſuch 


as the moſt prophane Perſon in bis Senſes 
| would not, could not entertain. Yet He is 


troubled leſt they ſhould be offenſive to thee 


and criminal in Jim, and fears to forfeit thy 
preſent Favour and his future Bliſs by them, 
: Raiſe from hence ſome Conſolation to him, 
in that He would not willingly offend thee, 
and enable him to turn from theſe gloomy 


Thoughts to more rational and folid Re- 

: flections. Make him look back with Com- 
fort on His former Deſire to pleaſe thee, and 
on the Continuance of that Deſire in this 
bis melancholy Situation. His Conſcience 


charges him not with any known, wilful, 


repeated Violations of Duty, that He has 
not made the Matter of ſincere Repentance. 5 
Let him obſerve then with Satisfaction, that 
where Reaſon and Scripture are heard, there 


is Foundation for Joy, and that 515 Terror ' : 


lies only in groundleſs, unmeaning, and 
abſurd Imaginations. Diſpoſe Vin therefore 
to conſider ” bis Caſe as Diſtemper, and not 
as Wickedneſs; ; Diſpoſe him to hearken to 
proper Advice for it, and give a Blefling, ÞÞ 
Me pray thee, to the Applications for his Re- | 
cCovery. Heal the Infirmities both of his Soul | 
and Body; remove the Clouds which at pre- 
as tent darken PIs Voderttandlogs” give bom the 
ö Spirit 
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Spirit of Power, and of Love, end of a ſound 
| Mind, and confirm in every State his Diſ- 
| poſition to Piety. Reſtore him to the undiſ- 
| turbed Uſe of Reaſon, and the uninterrupted 
Improvement of it in Holineſs; and bring 
im thereby in the End to perfect Happineſs, 
through the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt our Sa- | 
viour. 


Vor one that i Is ful of baun and Goalie. 


| Almiphty. God, who bat bleſſed us 
with the Revelation of thy holy Word, 
to ; ret us in the Knowledge and Practice 
of our Duty, to ſecure us from Ignorance 
and preſerve us from Uncertainty in the 


Rule of Conduct; Give us Grace thank= _ 


fully to acknowledge this great Bleſſing, 
and to apply it to the happy End intended, 


| of informing our Underſtanding, in order to 


direct our Will, and to warm our Aﬀections. 


But fince in thy wiſe Providence Thou haſt _ 


made even this Search after our Duty an 
Article of Probation, and haſt left Room 
for Faithfulneſs and Diligence in the Enqui- 


ry, as well as in the Diſcharge of it, when 


found and acknowledged, endue us farther 
with Integrity of Heart, with Impartiality | 
and Induſtry, to ſearch out thy Will, as well 
* 1 perform it to the beſt of our Know- 
ledge. 
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ledge. Bleſs theſe our Endeavours with Suc- 


ceſs, and deliver us from the Sin of any wil- 
ſul Error, and from the Miſery of involuntary 


Doubts. In particular, We beſeech thee, 0 

have Pity on this thy Servant, who is labouring 
under Scruples of Conſcience, which inter- 

rupt him in the Progreſs of Duty, and e- 


| Pole him to the Danger of tranſgreſſing it. 
Sie him a Heart truly deſirous to know and 


to fulfil His Obligations, and direct bm to 
the Means which may lead him to the Dis. 
cCernment of the Truth. Make it s firſt 
Raule to regard what is plainly revealed in 


thy holy Word, and to reject whatever is 


inconſiſtent with it, by what Perſons ſoever 

i may come recommended. Teach him 
| farther a due Regard to the Appointment of 

_ thoſe who are in Authority, in all ſuch in- 
different Matters, as thy good Providence 
has left to their Determination: And in 
Points, which are neither determined by 
thy revealed Will from Heaven, nor by Hs 
Superiors on Earth, teach im to underſtand 
and to uſe is Chriſtian Liberty, and not 


to make a Matter of Conſcience of that 


which at moſt is no more than a Point of 
Diſcretion. Enable him not only to diſ- 
tinguiſh between Right and Wrong, but to 


n the different Importance of the 


Queſtions before tim, and to proportion bes -. 
ny 4 | e MD N Regard 
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Rd and Care to their real Value and 
Moment. Enlighten bis Underſtanding, 
- ſtrengthen bis Spirits, confirm his Piety, and 
dero Thou him the Way which He ſhould walk 
in, whilſt He lifts up his Soul unto thee, Make 
| bim till more earneſt in great Matters, and 
more eaſy to receive Satisfaction in ſmall 
ones, and give him unfeigned Sincerity in 
the Diſcharge of all. Pardon every unwil- 
ling Error, and accept is honeſt Perform- 
ance of that which He believes to be accept · . 
| able to thee. Remove from bim, We pray 
| hee, every groundleſs Scruple; Grant him 
1 to %% bis Soul in Patience and Thankfulneſs, 
| and to find Comfort in the preſent Diſcharge 
of his Duty, and in the Proſpect of that un- 
ering Fidelity and Joy, with which thy Holy 
Saints do both ſerve and enjoy thee in Hea- 
ven. Bring us all, We beſeech thee, to that 


holy and happy State, through the Merits of 
our Saviour . Chriſt. 


8 Hu an byfant. 


8 0 God, who ſeeſt the Ignorance of our 
Hopes and Fears, the Impropriety of 
what we. deſire, and of what We would 
avoid; who both knoweſt and chooſeſt what 
is beſt and fitteſt for us: We deſire to refer 
our warmeſt Wiſhes and Petitions to thy 
P TY all-wiſe 
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all-wiſe Determination. Pardon what is faulty | 
in any Inſtance or Degree of our Requeſts, 
and accept ſuch as are ſuitable to the Nature 
and Reaſon which thou haſt given us. Not 
with Indifference therefore, though with Re- 
ſignation, We implore thy Mercy on this 
poor Child, and therein on thoſe, who ſeem 
with equal Pain to feel his Complaints; O 
lighten, if it ſeem good unto thee, his Suf- 
ferings, and the Apprehenſions of thoſe who 
are nearly intereſted in his Welfare. Preſerve, 


Wie beſeech thee, bis Life, and grant that | 


the Continuance of it may prove indeed a 
Hleſſing to himſelf and to his Friends. Give 
him a lively Senſe of his Duty to thee, and 

a zealous Care to perform it, that He may 

prevent the Dithculties of Virtue, and the 


| Sorrows of Repentance, and may give aan 
uſeful Pattern of early Piety. Grant that He 


may grow in Wiſdom and Stature, and in Fa- 


Dou with God and Man. Or if his Preſer- 


vation at this Time be not proper for him or 


bis Friends, prepare them to bear with duti- 
ful Reſignation fo ſevere a Trial. Convey 
Him ſpeedily to Happineſs, and bring them 
ſecurely after im to the Enjoyment of the 
| fame, through our Saviour and Redeemer | 


Jelus Chriſt, 


| Tr b 


For one that is young. 


for Probation in this World, and Glory in 


another; Have Mercy, We beſeech thee, 
| on this thy Servant, who almoſt at the En- 
| trance on (the active Part of) Life, has this 
| ſolemn Call to conſider the Uncertainty of 
bis longer Abode in it. Continue bim in 
the State of Probation, in order to exalt 
| him in the State of Glory. _ Give him, We 
| pray thee, an early Senſe of his Duty to thee, 
as the great End of is Being and Baſineſs ” 
| of bis Life, and grant him Repentance for the 
| Faults and Follies of his unripe Years.” 0 


remember not the Sins and Offences of his 
NVutb, but according to thy Mercy, think thou 
upon him, O Lord, for thy Goodneſs, Give 


him farther” Time to work out is Salvation, 
and give bim Grace to employ the Remain- 
der of it to that Purpoſe. Let him enter on 
the World with a deep Senſe of the Danger 
| of its Temptations, and the Inſignificancy of 
its Enjoyments. Let his whole Deſire be to 
attain thy Favour, and in that let bm truſt 
with Comfort, whether it ſhall pleaſe thee 
to continue him in Life, or to cut Hm off 


from it, "Ras of ſuch Improvement as 
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God, the Author of our Being 0 


Diſpoſer of our State, who made us 


2 eee hath 
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hath been ſuitable to his tender Years, and 
let his future Days equal the Innocence of 


. the former, and exceed them in Underſtand- 


ing, Devotion, and Piety. And whether 


carlier or later, let his Departure from this 


WMWorld convey him to the Happineſs of the 
next, through the eras and Mediation ol 


"7 ur Saviour * Chriſt. 


0; or One that i is old. 


5 0 Lo the Giver of Life, and Preſer ren | 


of it through the many Caſualties that 1 


ſurround and threaten it, We offer up our 


Prayers for, and with this thy Servant, whom 

Thou haſt long continued and ſupported : 
through the Changes and Chances of it. 
Direct Lim to pay 2 juſt Acknowledgments 

to thy good Providence for the many Deli- 


verances that He has been favoured with, and 
the many Days that He has ſecurely enjoyed 
without the Approach, or Apprehenſion, or 


Fear of Evil. But principally lead him to 
reflect on the Return that He has made for 


ſo diſtinguiſhed a Mercy. He has a long 
Life to account for, and the Uſe or Abuſe 
of many Favours to preſent with Joy or Terror 
before thee: Happy if, under the Decays of 
Nature, He has the Support of Conſcience ; 
or more ſeverely miſerable, if, under the In- 
Cͤ ˙ OO O_E 
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5 firmities of Old Age, He has the Tara of. 


a guilty Mind. But as Thou haſt hitherto. 
ſpared him, O ſpare him {till farther for the 
Purpoſe of Repentance, and grant He may 
perfect his Virtues or cancel his Vices by an 


entire Dedication of h Heart and Soul to 


thy Service in the ſhort Remainder of his 
Life, Let him find Eaſe and Satisfaction in 
perſevering 1 in an eſtabliſhed Courſe of Piety, 
or let not 
aa former Habit of Iniquity diſcourage bs 
Is Attempt of Penitence and Reformation; but 
2 finiſh His Courſe with good Refolu- 
tions and good Deeds, and prepare //s Heart, 
as well as 55 Infirmities will permit, to ſee _ 
thee yet with Comfort in thy Kingdom, O 
grant this Mercy for the Sake of thy Son 


8 if that has been Jig wiſe Choice: 


let hi. 


our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 


Fur one that i 15 middle-aged. 


0 e God, who has 3 Time 
as a Preparative for Eternity, and haſt 


allotted different Portions of it to different 
Perſons, as it ſeemeth good to thy infinite 


0 Wiſdom ; Direct us to defire and value it 
for its true Uſe, and to employ it like thoſe _ 


who know its Uncertainty. We ſee in daily 


Inſtances, and particularly in the Indiſpoſt- 5 
5 P * i tion | 
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tion of this our Brother; that no Age of 
Life is ſecure from ſuch Caſualties as theaten 
the Continuance of it; but that when We 
are paſt the Dangers of Infancy, and before 
the Decays of Nature overtake us, yet We 
are liable to the Aſſault of many Diſeaſes, 
which may cut ſhort the moſt ſanguine Ex- 


pectations. Let the Remembrance of thy 


Providence that has hitherto preſerved us, 
raiſe our Hopes and Truſt in thee for the 
Continuance of thy Mercy, and accept the 
Prayers which We now offer in the Behalf | 
of this thy Servant. Bleſs the Remedies that 


are uſed to promote hi Recovery, and blels 


him with the Supply of ſuch as are proper; 
and grant that his Diſtemper may give Way 


to the Strength of Nature and the Applica- 


tions of Art, whilſt We deſire to conſider 
and acknowledge them both as inſtrumental 

only to the Purpoſes of thy good Fleaſure. 

Alon all, give Him Grace earneſtly to re- 
| ſolve to ſerve thee taithfully with %s reitored 


Strength, and grant that He may live to 


pow. the Sincerity of ſuch Reſolution, to 


imſelf and others, by the real Fruits of an 


holy Life, Grant this for the Sake of our 
ar Jeſus Chriſt. 


For 
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Fr one that 7 15 four. wo, 


0 God, who in thy infinite Wiſdom bat 
appointed different Stations and Degrees 
amongſt Men, with particular Duties ariſing 
from each, contributing thereby to the Com- 
fort of this Life and the Probation for an- 
other; We offer up our humble Supplications 
to thee for this thy Servant, whom thy Pro- 
vidence has been pleaſed to place! in the lower 
Offices of this World. It is 5% privilege, if 
it has been Jin Care, to be as high in thy Fa- 
vour as the greateſt of his Brethren, and to 
be as ſecure of the moſt exalted Happineſs 
in the next World. We deſire to conſider 
and to treat him as Partaker of the ſame frail 
Nature and the ſame important Hopes as 
Ourſelves; and as the ſureſt and higheſt In- 
ſtance of our Good Will towards An, We 
preſume to addreſs thee with our ſincere Pe- 
titions for the Recovery of his bodily Health, 
and the Security of bis ſpiritual Welfare, If 
the Lownels of his Station be owing to his 
Integrity, to his Abhorrence of diſhoneſt 
Means for raiſing himſelf, make him conſider 
it as bis Glory and Comfort; it it has not 
tempted m to Diſcontent or Envy, cauſe 
bim the more reſignedly to embrace it as a 
Condition of Safety, in being free from many 
4 EF "MP? 
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5 Temptations that ſurround ſuch of bisFellow- 
Creatures as abound with the good Things of 


this Life; Or if He has been reduced to, or 


continued i in Poverty by his own Faults and 


Follies, give him the Grace to ſee them and 


to repent of them: and in all Events teach 
him to acquieſce in it as not being the Effect 
of Fate or Fortune, but of thy wiſe Direc- 
tion for his Good, either by Way of Cor- 
rection or Trial. Grant that the ſmall Share 
of Enjoyments, which are bis Portion in 
this World, may be the Occaſion of fixing 
5615 Thoughts and Deſires more warmly on 
the Treaſures of the next. Let the Troubles 
of Life wean him from the Love of it, and 
bring him to the greater Reſignation and 


| calmer Compoſure at the Apprehenſion of 


Death. Yet if it ſeem good unto thee, re- 


ſtore bim, We beſeech thee, to Health, with 
a more earneſt Senſe of, and Regard to the 


proper Duties of is Station, and a more 
firm Reſolution to ſcek and ſecure that Hap- 
pineſs, which Thou haſt offered to all of 
every Degree, that ſeek it by true Repen- 
| tance and Faith, in the Merits of thy Son 
A Chriſt our r Lon. : 
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Fr one that 7 7 rich. l 
„Leſſed Tere Gracions and Merciful, : Il [h 
give thy Grace to this thy Servant to 1 
acknowledge thy Goodneſs and Loving- 0 | 
Kindneſs to him, and to acknowledge it Wh 
equally in thy different Diſpenſations towards l 
him. Thou haſt bleſſed Him with the Com- 0 
forts of this Life, and Thou haſt now bleſ- 1 
ſed him with a Call to conſider their compa- Wal 
rative Inſignificancy, and to fix his Thoughts TR 
and Deſigns on Treaſures more certain, 12708 
more ſatisfactory, . and more laſting, We 1 
ought not to be inſenſible of, or unthankful 108 
for temporal Mercies, and We deſire by the 1 
grateful and good Uſe of them, to ſecure Will 
our more important ſpiritual Intereſt. They 1 
cannot, We ſee, prevent a Day of Sickneſs, 1 
but the wiſe Application of them is then a „ 
real and great Support. Give im, and give LY l| 
us all in Proportion-to our Stations, a juſt [ ll 
and moderate Eſteem of the Enjoyments of 0 
this Life, a compaſſionate Regard to the 1 


Diſtreſs of thoſe that want them, a dutifal _ 41/0 
Senſe of our Obligations for our Share of $08 
them, and aft entire Reſignation to thy Pro- 
vidence in the Interruption or Loſs of them. 
For ſhall We receive Good at thy gracious 
Hands, and ras We not receive Evil? Let i 
us 1 
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us receive both with that humble Spirit, 


which becomes us as Men, and as Chriſtians, 


and with a ſerious Reſdlution to improve 
either to the End for which thou ſendeſt 
them, and to our own future and final Feli- 
city. In the mean Time, if it ſeem good 


unto thee, reject not our Petitions for the 


Continuance of temporal Mercies; Reſtore 
the Bleſſing of Health to this thy Servant, 
that He may be capable of enjoying with 


Prudence, and applying with Piety, the other 


_ Gifts, which thy Providence has beſtowed 
on him: and grant that the Comforts of this 
Life may prove to him an Earneſt of and 
ſafe Paſſage to the greater Happinels of the 
next, through the NETS and Mediation of: 


our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 
. one that is in the Midde-State f Lij % 


God; the Giver of. our ſoeeral Talents 
and Judge of the Uſe of them, who 


wilt call cach one to Account in Proporti: On. 
to that which was committed to him; We 
implore the Continuance of thy Mercy to 
this thy Servant, whom Thou haſt not "ga 
tinguiſhed by the Want or by the eminent 
Plenty of temporal Good Things. Grant 
that He may be able to anſwer with Satis-. 
faction for that which has been committe ed 


to 


| : tic 


Ne 
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| to him, and that He may look on the Sta- 
tion which 115 Providence has placed Jim in, 
not only with dutiful Reſignation, but with 
| joyous Thankfulneſs. Teach H to con- 
| fider with Prudence, that it is attended with 
the feweſt Cares and Troubles, and to con- 
fider with Piety, that it is free from the 
| moſt frequent and molt ſevere T emptations. 
| Enable im to teftify this happy Effect of bis 
Condition by the real Holineſs of bs Life, 
and even under the Apprehenfion of Death 
grant that the Teſtimony of bis Conletence 
may continue clear and ſecure. And now 
| that Indiſpofition would incapacitate H for 
the Enjoyment of a higher Condition in Life, 


and would prove mot convincingly that 


many of our Wiſhes, if attained, arc only 
Superfluities, make hm gratefully to ac- 
knowledge that He is not fartnher afflicted 
with the Want of proper Proviſions of Affiſt- 
ance in this bs Diſtreſs, but that J Station 
affords all the real Relief that Human Suc- 
cours can generally ſupply in ſuch Interrup- 
tions of bodily Health. Give a Bleſſing, 
We beſcech thee, to thoſe Succours, which 
are now adminiſtred in bis Behalf, and hear 
and proſpe r the Prayers of {7s Friends for 
his Recovery; and grant that He and They 
may make a good Uſe of the farther Time, 
which Thou t alt afford them on Earth, 
that 
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thoſe whom Thou haſt made ps Superiors : 
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FO, that at their Departure from it They may he 
received to thy Mercy, through the Merit 
and Mediation of our Saviour Jeſu us Chriſt.” 


Fr a Sr. X 


Merciful God, whoſe Providence is 
equally exerciſed in the Care of all thy 


Creatures of every Degree; We delire, as 
far as in us lies, to imitate thy gracious Con- 
deſcenſion, and to be zealouſly concerned 
for all who want our Aſſiſtance. We eſteem 
it no Abaſement to be employed for the 
meaneſt of our Brethren in their temporal 
Concerns, and much leſs in their ſpiritual 
- 7 Ones, which We are All equally intereſted, 
| Hear our Supplications, and accept our der- 
vices in Behalf of this our Brother in Diſtres, 
vwhoſe Station and Duty it is to adminiſter to 


others, when in Health. Teach n and us 


to look on the Difference of Stations as the 
Appointment of thy wiſe Providence, and the 
proper Opportunity of exerciſing thoſe various 
— Virtues, which muſt qualify us all for the 
fame Happineſs hereafter. Fix, We pray 
thee, this Senſe of Duty in tim under his 


pretent Trial and Diſtreſs, and raiſe him up 


again to teſtify it in a more zealous Diſcharge _ 


of every Obligation to thee his Maker, and 


on 
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on Earth. Grant that Humility, Content- 
ment, Truth, and Induſtry, may diſtinguiſn 
| bis future Conduct, and that Faith and 
Truſt in his Redeemer may ſanctiſy and im- 
prove theſe moral Virtues. Let theſe be 
his Guide in Health, and his Support in 
| Sickneſs; and let bis Enjoyment of that 
| Help under is preſent Indiſpoſition, which 
| Many want, and which is the principal Ad- 
| vantage of an higher Fortune, excite his 
Gratitude to thee and to Lis Benefactors, and 
lead him to expreſs it in bis future Faithful- 
neſs and Piety. Give him the Grace to deſire 
| bis Recovery principally for this End; and 
| do Thou, We beſeech thee, fulfil g Deſire, 
and reſtore him to Health, and to the Attain- 
ment and Exerciſe of a good Conſcience. 
Though He be a Servant in this Scene of his 
| Being, let him conſider and act as one, who 
in thy holy Word is ſtyled a Son in Reſpect 
| of bis future Inheritance, that by Patience 
and Integrity, by Faith and Virtue, by De- 
votion and Godlineſs, He may become in- 
deed an Heir of Cod, aud Joi ni-Heir with 
Chriſt, of that eternal Happineſs promiſed 
through the Merits of the fame bus gracious : 
; Saviour and Redeemer. 


* 
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Bir a Wanan i in Tr ravail. - 


7" I NO God, bs whkol Blefling FR 1 


kind is increaſed, We implore thy Bleſ- 
hos for a ſpeedy Increaſe at this Time by 
the ſafe and immediate Delivery of this thy 
Servant, who is now labouring under the 


Pains and Perils of Child-Birth. Hear our 
Prayers for her, and hear her carneſt Petitions | 


for herſelf, and orant a ſudden and Joyful 
Concluſion of this her fore Travail. Her 


Sorrow is greatly multiplied by this ber Concep= - 
tion, and the approaching Hour of bringing 
forth + Do Thou, We beſecch thee, who 

only art able, ſupport her in this her great 
and weighty Trial. O Thou, who when 

Thou gaveſt Room for Repentance, and 
openedſt ſome Degree of Hope to fallen 

Creatures in the Proſpect of a Redeemer, 

didſt at the ſame Time appoint this Burden 

as a Memorial of, and Penalty on the firſt 


Tranſgreſſion, gr ant that this ſevere Chaſtiſe- 1 


ment for the original Offence may deter all 
from the Practice of actual Offences, and 
confirm their Faith in the Hiſtory of thy 
holy Word, which alone accounts for fo : 
penal and marvellous a Diſpenſation. Let :- 
this general Lot attending the Human Birth, 
influence the whole Human Species at al! 


ke ie — — Times . 
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Times to the true Uſe of their Being; but at 
this particular Seaſon We deſire to teſtify 
| our Compaſſion, and pour forth our Suppli- 
| cations for this thy Servant now ſuffering 
under that early Sentence. Let this, We 
| humbly pray thee, be her only Suffering, | 
and deliver her ſpeedily even from this. Par- 
don her Sins, that under her ſevereſt Pains 
| She may be able to think with Comfort on 
| thy Providence and Protection. Exert them 
| in her Favour in this her great Extremity. 
Strengthen her under her Agonies, or 
lighten them to her, and bring them to a 
| happy End. Above all, grant that a Senſe 
of thy Mercy to her in this Time of Need, 
may lead her to a firm Truſt in thee at all 
Times, and to a ſuitable Care to pleaſe and 
obey thee ; that She may hereafter praiſe 
thee as the joyful Mother of Children, and may 
by Inſtruction and Example teach them to 
praiſe and obey thee likewiſe. Grant this 
for the Sake of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 


For 70 ſoc after Delive v. 


N Bleſſed Lord.” who haſt kad: our 
\Z Prayers, and granted that ſafe Deli- 
ver y to this thy Servant, which We fo lately 
and earneſtly implored; receive our devouteſt 
Te for this F arneſt of her ſuture and 
more 
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more perfect Recovery; and go on, We 
beſeech thee, to compleat this Mercy to her 


+ and te us. Let the Senſe of this thy Good- 


neſs, now 10 happily experienced, be preſent 
to her Mind, and influence her Life through 
all her remaining Days. Let it ſupport her 
under the farther Pains or Dangers attending 
her Condition ; Let it raiſe her to private 
- Praiſes and Devotions during her Confine- 
ment, and ſpeedily to return her publick 
Thanks in the Aſſemblies of the Faithful; 
and above all, grant that She may ſhew 
forth thy Praiſes, not only with her Lips 


15 but in her Life. Though Nature has its | | 
Effect upon a ſudden Relief from Pains, 


and now that as ſoon as ſhe is delivered, She 
 remembreth no more the Anguiſh, for Joy that 


4 @ Child is born into the World, yet let Grace 


bave a more perfect Work upon her, and 
let her never ſo forget her Anguiſh, as to 
forget the Mercy of this her Deliverance 
| ed it, Bleſs the Fruit of her Labour, 
this helpleſs Infant. Preſerve him for a ſo- 
lemn Dedication to thee in the neceſſary 


5 Method of thy own Inſtitution, for proper 


Inſtruction in the Nature of bis Baptiſmal 
Engagements, and for an exemplary Con- 
verſation ſuitable to the Advantages of ſuch 


5 an Education. Preſerve him from the Dan- 


bers and the Temptations of the World, 
that 
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that He may live to thy Glory, to the Com- 

fort of his Friends, and hs own preſent 

Credit and future Salvation. Confirm us all 
in an Holy Life, that We may finally attain 
to a happy Death, through the Merits and 
Mediation of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 5 


For the ſome if the Child be fil-bern. 
O Almighty God, who puniſheſt us 105 | 


than our Sins deſerve, who bleſſeſt us : 


ever beyond what our Services could claim, 


and often beyond what our Underſtandings _ 


can comprehend, We deſire to acknowledge 
thy Wiſdom and Goodneſs in all thy Dit- = 
penſations, whether ſuitable, or not, to our 
Expectations and Wiſhes. We know not 
what We pray for, if We pray for any thing 


without an entire Reſignation to thy Provi- „„ 


dence. Our Diſappointments may be our 
greateſt Bleſſings; and in our Ignorance of 
future Events, We confeſs that We ought, 
in Prudence as well as Piety, to put an en- 
tire Confidence in thy Care of us, and Pro- 
viſion for us. We deſire to teſtify this out 
55 prudent and pious Regard to thy Diſpenſa- 
tions by ſubmiting with a dutiful Compo- _ 
ſure to the Loſs which We have now fuſ- 
| tained, and by turning our grateful Hearts 
to jaſt Acknowledgments for ay Mercy in 
e 
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tue Preſervation of this more valuable Life, --- 

which Thou haſt continued to us after the — 
peculiar Dangers and Difficulties attending 


her Caſe and Condition. We magnify thy . 


Holy Name for this thy Goodneſs to her 


and us; beſceching thee to continue this 


providential Care of her, and to reſtore her 


in due Time to herſelf and to us. Relieve | 
the Pains of her Body, and compoſe the i. 
Troubles of her Mind, and give her Grace FF 
to be thankful for the Proſpect of her ovn 
| Recovery, and for the Enjoyment of many 


ſurviving Comforts. Perfect, We pray thee, 


her Recovery, and the Piety of us all; that A» 
every Diſpenſation, whether of Joy or of | 


Affliction, may unite us the more cloſely to 
| thee, and may lead us to fix our whole 


Hearts on the proper Object of all our |} 


Hopes, that is, on thy Favour, throu gh the 
Merits and Mcdiation of our Saviour Jeſus 


= Chriſt, 
ths; one W at 15 fight indifpoed. 


O God, We acknowledge that Health by: 
and Sickneſs are thy Diſpenſations, 
and that in thy Hand are the Tues of Life 
and Death; Diſpoſe and enable us, We be⸗ 
| ſeech thee, to live ſuitably to this Acknow- 
ledgment, to be ever prepared for both, and 
2 FO Se Rn FO x 
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to be willing to ſubmit to any State, to which 
thy Providence ſhall pleaſe to call us. Ac= 


=» cept, We pray thee, our Supplications in 


\ Behalf of this thy Servant, who has rightly 
judged that He cannot apply to thee too toon, 
but defires to interpret this firſt Interruption 
of his bodily Health as a Call to ſecure and 


perfect the Health of his Soul. Make him 


more and more ſenſible that the Concern- 


ments of bs ſpiritual Part ought not to be 


deferred, till the Infirmities of %s mortal 
Part may incapacitate him for Attention. 
Grant him now to defire, whilſt He is beſt 
able, to implore thy Pardon for b:s paſt Of- 
_ fences, to deteſt them with his whole Heart, 


and to reſolve on future Obedience, whillt 


there is Room to hope that He may live to 
_ teſtify the Sincerity of his Devotion by the 
Regularity of his Conduct. Prevent, if it 
| ſeem good unto thee, any farther Progreſs 
of bis Complaints, and grant him an imme- 
diate Reſtoration to bs former Health. Or 
if theſe early Tokens of Diſtemper are in- 
tended to lead to farther and feverer Trials, 
Grant that Ze may finiſh H moſt important 
Taſk to thy Acceptance and his Security, 
before his Tndiipolition ſo prevails as to 
affect his Senſes, or perplex his Thoughts. 
Direct him to ſubmit with Patience to thy 
- good Will 1 in every farther Adyance of this 
* & Diſtem- 


Thou hear 4s Prayers, and pity is Suffer- 


2 Prayers for Viſitation of the Sick. 
Diſtemper, and to apply to thy Protection 
in each to the beſt of his Capacity: and do 


ings, and deliver Him according to thy Wil- 
dom and Mercy, either by the Favour of a 


| longer Life, or of a bleſſed Death, through. 


the Merits and Mediation of thy Son our 2 


5 a Jeſus Chriſt. 
For one that i 10 off ng Medicinal Alina. 
O Bleſſed God, who in Mercy and Wil. 


dom haſt 0 made and placed us, as 


that the Welfare and Happineſs of our Body 
as well as of our Soul, depend in a great 
Meaſure on our own Conduct, and We may 
often contribute to the Ruin of them by 
our Neglect, though We cannot ſecure the 


Preſervation of either merely by our own 
. Strength; proſper, We beſeech -thee, - Our . 
Endeavours in the Behalf of both, and grant 


that We may prudently apply 'the Means 
which Reaſon dictates, and may piouſly ex- 
pect Succeſs only through thy Bleſſing upon 


them. Give this thy Bleſſing to the Re- 
meedies which are now preſcribed to and 


applied by this thy Servant. Proſper them _ 
to the Recovery of his bodily Health, that 


He may again be able to diſcharge the Du- 
ties of- Pls med and may be truly diſ- 
55 —_ 
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poſed. to make a right Uſe of his recovered 
Strength. Favour bis natural and rational 
'Defite of the Continuance of Life, and of 
the innocent Comforts of it, as a valuable 
Gift of thy Providence; prevent or pardon 
the Tendency to too ftrong a Deſire of it, 
and confirm and accept bs Dedication of all 
the Faculties of bs Mind and Body to thy 
Service. Make him equally careful to uſe 
the proper Means for the Welfare of rs 


Soul, and bleſs them with the ſame Succeſs ; _ 


that the Continuance of Life may prove 1n- 
deed a Mercy to him. Grant that the Piety 
of it may ſecure and increaſe the "kent 
Satisfaction of it; and that the preſent Com- 
fort of a right Conduct may ſtill contribute 
to the farther Improvement of it: that when 
all Remedies fail, and Nature, or Violence, 
or Diſeaſe, all remove hi from this 


World, this Removal may prove the great- 


| _ eſt of all Bleſſings, by conveying bi ſecure- 
ly to thy 5 Preſence, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. 


\ Gracious God, phe 1 0 Merctes 
to thy Judgments, and haſt heard and 
2 Gs Meaſure granted our former Peti- 
5 tions in Favour ol this thy Servant, tet us 


* 35 . FE join 
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Join our Praiſes to our Prayers, and hear, 
We beſcech thee, and accept them in hls 
| Behalf. Thou haſt already graciouſly de- 
| Hvered him from the Extremity of that Ill. 
neſs, of which We were lately fo apprehen- 

five, and We defire to bleſs thy holy Name 
for this thy Goodneſs to him and us. Fill 
our Hearts with a due Senſe of this thy . 
eupected Bleſſing, and let us ſhew rh thy 


Praiſe for this and all thy other Mercies, not 


only with our Lips, be] in our Lives. But 


let not this Exaltation of our Hopes heigh- 


ten into any preſumptuous Confidence of his 
Security, and ſuffer not the Thought of his 


leflened Danger to leſſen the Warmth of bis 5 


Devotion to thee. Grant that the State of 


bis Mind may continue the ſame in the Ex- 


pectation of Health as in the Apprehenſion 15 
of Diſſolution, and that thy Will may and : 


bis in every State and Senden of His Bein 


Yet with this Reſignation to thy Widow, 
We humbly pray thee to perfect his RECO= 
very, and to reſtore him to his former Enjoy- 
ment of Strength and Comfort. Grant this 
Mercy ſpeedily, or grant us Patience to wait 
till thy good Time, and bleſs us fecurily 
with it in the End, Let no Impicty of 
Thought, Word, or Peg in us, 5 event or 
delay the Bleſſing, but fit us for the Recep- 
tion of every Divine Favour by a Holy Re- 
5 wy: ſolution 
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ſolution to make a right Uſe of it. Confirm 
theſe good . in us s for the Sake of our 


ee 8 Chriſt. 


er one whoſe Recovery 7 doubtful, 
O Mighty and moreful God, whoſe Pro- 


vidence over-ruleth all Events: and 


i : turneth them to anſwer the Purpoſes of thy 5 
wie Counſels ; who for many good and 


| gracious Ends haft kept from us the parti- 

cular Knowledge of the appointed Time of 

our Diſſolution, warning us by many Signs 
to live in conſtant Preparation for it; We 


5 deſite that We, who by thy Blz fling do as 


yet enjoy our Health, and this our Brother, ; 
who is now afflicted with Sickneſs, may 
_ equally remember the Uncertainty of our 


:: I, and equally truſt in the Certainty of 


thy Providence. We are ſenſible how ſoon 

the Condition of either of us may be rever= 
ſed, and We defire to live prepared for any 

Condition, which Thou ſhalt allot to us. 
But as 7s preſent Indiſpoſition particularly 
calls on us, We deſire at this Time to offer 
up our Supplications particularly for hm, as 


Wie ſee Reaſon to hope that his Sickneſs 15 


may be capable of Relief, yet are not with- 
out Cauſe of Apprehenſion that it may ex- 
N the Power of Remedies, | Confirms 


4 We 


| 2 TY Prayers * 7 7 tation #6 the Sick. 
We beſeech thee, the Grounds of our Hopes, | 


and diflipate thate” of our Fears, and grant 


a ſpeedy and comfortable Concluſion of ches 


aftliting Diſpenſation. If ſuch Mercy be 


proper for Hm and us, bleſs us with eatly.  .1 


and certain Tokens of bis Recovery; or if 
farther Apprehenſions be more uſeful to 
work good Effects on us, grant that we may 


apply them to that End, and in all Events AI 
may be prepared to ſubmit to thy Wiſdom. 


Give us the Grace to be frequent and fer- 
vent in our Devotions, and. accept them 
through. the Merits and Mediation of our 

Saviour 7 Jeſus Chriſt, i = 


Fer aue e that i is raamered. 


3 0 God, by whoſe Merey We live at al 
; Times, and by whoſe peculiar Mercy 
We have this Occaſion of addreſſing our- 
ſelves to thee; We defire to offer up our 
hearty Thanks to thee for the Succeſs of our 
former Petitions in Behalf of this thy Ser- 
vant, Thou haſt heard our Prayers for the 
Recovery of bis bodily Health, and We de- 
fire to bleſs thy holy Name for this bis great 
Deliverance. O grant the ſame Succeſs to 
our Interceſſions for the Salvation of . 
Soul; and grant that He may never ceaſe to 
be as ſolicitous for that Eleſling, as when 
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_- was in the greateſt Appearance of Dan- o 7 


Now that He is able, make him wil- 


15 ng and deſirous to pray for himſelf; and : 


make him punctual in the Diſcharge of that, 

and all other Duties. Suffer not the Return : 
of Temptations to extinguiſh or leſſen in any 
Degree the Senſe of his great Obligations to 
thee, or the Remembrance of hrs holy Vows 


and Reſolutions in the Time of his Diſtreſs. _ 


As Thou haſt granted him the Opportunity 
of teſtifying hrs Sincerity, grant him Fidelity 
and Zeal to expreſs it publicly to thy Ho- 
nour and his own Salvation. Teach him to 
regard his Recovery as a Bleſſing principally 

in this Reſpect; and to conlider that the 
-” Reſpite is ſhort ; that the Time of Diſſolu- 


tion muſt ſoon. inevitably approach, when 


Remedies and Prayers will not avail ; when 


all Human Means will be fruitleſs, ad Mi- 
racles muſt not be expected. Cauſe im 
farther to conſider, that the moſt diſtreſsful 
Part of that laſt Scene may now be prevent- 
ed by the Preparation of a holy Lite; that 
all future Surprize even in ſudden Indiſpo- | 
fitions may be effectually removed by habi- 
tual Piety; and that Death itſelf may well 
hereby appear only as the neceſſary Paſſage 
to an endleſs Life. O give hm, and give us 
all Grace to live like thoſe, who know that 
they are but Strangers: and Pilgrims upon 
* Earth ; 
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Earth; that they have here no continuing Cin 


= but ſeek one to come. Make us think of theie 


Things, whilſt by thy Goodneſs We enjoy 
Health, and Strength, and Capacity to think 


of then with Calmneſs and Attention. Grant 


that We may ſerve thee, whilſt We are beſt 
able to ſerve thee in a proper Manner, with 
all our Hearts, and with all our Souls. Let 


© this be the Care of our Lives, that it may be 


the Comfort of our Deaths; and that after 
our Diſſolution it may be the Means of ſe- 


curing our Peace with thee, and enjoying the 
everlaſting Rewards promiſed by thee, thro' 
the Merits and Mediation of our Saviour 5 


Jeſus Chriſt, 
1 For one that 7 is vba a Relapſe. 


\ Gol, the God of the: Spirits of all 
Fleſh, who alone knoweſt the ap- 
pointed. Time of the Separation of them, 
and who by daily Changes of our Condition 


remindeſt us continually of the Uncertainty 

of that Time; Look down with Mercy and 

Compafſſion on us and our Requeſts in Behalf 
of this our afflicted Brother, whom Thou 
haaſt called to a farther Participation of the 

Cup of Affliction. We had entertained the 


pleaſing Thought of enjoying. ſpeedily 6:5 


— in We of Congregation of thy 
| Ta thfu! 


wy 
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faithful Servants, and in the Converſe of his 


private Friends. But thy Wiſdom has de- 
nied or delayed the Blefling, and called us 
again to a more earneſt Senſe of Duty by a 
more immediate Apprehenſion of bis Danger, 


Grant, We beſcech thee, that it may be for 
no other End than to awaken him to a more 


immediate Dependance on thy Providence; 
and grant that it may anſwer effectually that 
great and merciful Deſign. Hear our Prayers 
again for his more perfect Recovery, and 
renew our Hopes as ſuddenly as Thou haſt 
| renewed our Fears, We know not what a a 
Day may bring forth with Reſpect | either to 
is Condition or our own; but with all the 
Reſignation which becomes our Duty to 
| thee, and with all the Earneſtneſs, which 
becomes our Charity to , We implore 
thy Mercy in his ſpeedy Reſtoration to 
Health and Strength ; Grant that He may 
live to acknowledge this thy great Goodneſs 


to him, and may conſecrate faithfully to thy 


Service the Remainder of his Life, which 


Thou ſhalt thus wonderfully preſerve to him. 
Bleſs theſe our Supplications - with Succels, 


for the Sake and tnzough the Merits of our 


Saviour Jets Chriſt. 


3 
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85 Foro one that i is in great Danger 


a God, who Providence 3 is over | 
all thy Works, and is equally diſcern- | 


8 ible ! in the common and the unuſual Events 


of Life; We deſire to acknowledge it in all | 
Circumſtances of our Being, and to truſt in | 
thee in every Danger and in every good | 
Proſpect that attends us. Thou  &inge/t | 
down to the Grave, and bringeſt up; and We | 


are ſometimes as much aſtoniſhed at the un- 1 
expected Recovery of ourſelves, or our i. 


Friends, as at the unexpected Caſualty that A 


alarmed our Fears. We ought - not to ſet 


Bounds to thy Power or thy Mercy, nor : 
_ ought We to neglect our Diſcharge of | 


our own Duty. Whilſt Thou continueſt | 


Life, We deſire to continue our Prayers ; 1 
and though We expe& not Miracles in our 
| Behalf, yet We know that Thou canſt order 
the Courſe of Nature fo to work, as that the 
Event may appear little leſs than miraculous. 
Though the great Appearance of Danger in 
the Caſe of this our diſtreſſed Neighbour 
forbids any promiſing Expectation of 4s 


Recovery, yet Reaſon and Scripture forbid us _ 
to deſpair, or to neglect the proper Offices of ⁶ 


Chriſtians and Neighbours. To thy Mercy 
We enn bim, with a ſincere Deſire "" 
| bis 


| Prayer: for Vi fe zation of the Sick. 2 37 


bi Health and Welfare, yet with an entire 

Reſignation to thy wiſe Diſpoſal : Beſeeching 

thee to fit Yi and us by Contrition and Pu- 
rity of Heart for an innocent Continuance in 


S this World, or an happy Removal to an- 


; other, This Mercy We preſume to alk only 


in the Name and for the Sake of our Saviour 
on 188 Chriſt. 


Doro one that i is goi "g fo make bi Will. 8 
0 Mercifal God, hs haſt bleſſed us 0 . 5 


Comforts to make the Paſſage through —— 


this Life more eaſy, and haſt taught us ſo to 
apply them as to make the Conclufion of it 


more ſecure; Give us Grace to eſteem them 
95 according to their true Uſe and Value, wad 


ſo to ditpoſe them as may be moſt for the 
Welfare of Ourſelves and Others. Grant us 
to make a wile and prudent, a juſt and cha- 
ritable Application of them, whilſt Health 
and Strength enable us to diſpenſe them with 
our own Hands; and continue to us the ſame 
good Heart and Deſign in our laſt Diſpoſal of 
them. And as this thy Servant has rightly 
determined to prevent the Confuſion ariſing 
from unſettled Affairs, or from too late and 
careleſs a Regulation of them, give him equal 
Care and Prudence in the important Work 
now before him. Give him Grace to correct 
„ whatever 


* 
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| Whatever has been amiſs, and to ſupply = 
whatever has been defective in his former Uls | 
and Application of them. Let not Pride, or 2 


Ambition, or Partiality, or Reſentment, in- | 
fluence his Mind in the Diſtribution of his | 


Fortune, but let all Paſſion be laid afide, and 
let Reaſon and Religion direct the Diipoſal, 


Make him remember the great Rule of deal. 


ing with all, as He would in the ſame Caſe 
e gquitably Fete to be dealt with by them; } 
and make him deſirous ſo to diſtribute the | 
Subſtance, which thy Providence has bleſſed | 


bim with, as may beſt diſcharge bs own Ob- 
ligations, and enable others to diſcharge 
theirs. Grant that this prudent Diſpoſition 
of his worldly Affairs may give Comfort and 


not Concern to his Mind, but that He may | 


conſider himſelf as better prepared herebß 
either for Life or Death. Preſerve him, it 

it ſeem good unto thee, for the farther En- 

joyment of h1mſelf and of theſe outward Com- 


forts, which thy Mercy has beſtowed upon 


bim; and bring him in thy own good Time, 
by the thankful and pious Application o! 
them, to thoſe more valuable Bleſſings, Which 
| Thou haſt provided for all who ſincerely love _ 


and obey thee, through the Merits and Me- : 7 


diation of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 


if 
Foy : 
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Fer one that is li BY be aded. 


\ Merciful God, who knoweſt our To 
firmities; make us ever mindful of 


* chem Ourſelves, that the very Frailties of 


our Bodies may ad moniſh us to guard againſt 
the Diſeaſes of our Souls; that We may 


never live ſo as that a ſudden Deprivation of 


Life or Senſe may be our Ruin. Under this 
View of our own State and Duty We deſire 


> compaſſionate the Calamities, whether 


of Body or. Mind, wherewith Others are af- 
flicted; and in particular, to pity the diſtreſ- 


fd State of this thy Servant, who is not 


able now to lift up 4s own Thoughts and 
Devotions to thee. Accept our Prayers on 
bis Behalf, and grant that Ze may not long 
continue in this unhappy State, but may re- 
turn to the Uſe of his Reaſon, and make a 
true Uſe of it by a ſincere Dedication of Im- 
ſelf and all is Faculties to thy Honour and 
Service. In the mean Time compole is 
Spirits, that He may not be ſenſible of Pain 
and Terror, whilſt He is incapable of re- 
Ceiving and applying any rational Conſola- 
tion, Remove from im the Apprehenſion 
of imaginary Dangers, and deliver him from 
the Approach and Progress of real ones. Let 


not this, We beſeech thee, be 4s zal State 
in 


| 
| 
þ 
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in this World, but reſtore im to us and to 
bimſelf; that He may live to make a better | 
Preparation for his eternal State in the other 
World. And grant that We may all con- 
ſider it as the beſt Teſt and higheſt Privilege | 


of our Underſtanding, to flew: torth thy 


Praiſes both with our Lips and in our Lives, 
and to apply for thy Acceptance, with this 
Condition of Obedience, only through the f 
Mo erits and Mediation of our Saviour Jeſus 3 


Ss... 


Br one that i is « inf Bl. 


of all our Faculties and all our Com- 


5 forts; We deſire to acknowledge and to im- 
prove them, whilit Thou continueſt them to 
us, and to live duly ſenſible of the Uncer- 
tainty of their Continuance. Let the Ex- 
ample of this thy Servant, whoſe Under- 
ſtanding Thou haſt permitted ta depart from 
him, excite our Care for ourſelves, and our 
Compaſſion for him. We pray for him, that 
He may yet again be able to pray for Him- 
ff. and that his Petitions may then be 
| heard and accepted by thee. In the mean 
Lime let our 8 on bis Behalf be 
favourably preſented at the Throne of thy 
Grace. Pardon the voluntary Errors of 
N 8 


| Merciful God, the Giver and Phabrer 5 


Prayers for Viſitation of the Sick. 2 4 r 
his Underſtanding, whilſt He enjoyed it; re- 
ſtore him to the Enjoyment of it; and above 4 
all, to a wiſe and pious Application of it. 
Pity his preſent diſtreſsful State; accept of his 
paſt Repentance, however imperfect ; and 
grant him an Opportunity of improving in 
future Obedience and Virtue. Though He 
is incapable now of farther Offence, yet He 
is not incapable of thy Mercy, nor of a Poſ- 
ſibility of ſerving thee more truly and fer- 
vently hereafter. O grant him this Capacity 
by a Return of bis Reaſon; and grant him 
the greater Mercy to make a right Ute of it: 
that He and We may live to celebrate together 
thy Praiſes, and to dedicate ourſelves, and all 
our Faculties to the ſincere and fervent Love 
of thy moſt holy Name, Hear us, We be=- 
ſeech Liee, for the Sake of our Saviour Jeſus | 


i Chriſt. 
. one that is al the Point of Death, 


: God, who haſt made of one Bled all 
Nations of Men to dwell on all the Face 


— the 1 4arth, and haſt enjoined as to love 


and to pray for each other; Let our Aﬀec- 
tion and Devotion expreſs a Fervency fuit- 


able to the Exigency of the Caſe before us, 


and accept, We beſeech thee, this (in all 


Appearance) our laſt Interceſſion for our de- 
R parting ; 
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_ parting Brother. Let our Prayers be offered 
with that Earneſtneſs, and attended with that 
Succeſs, which We ſhould deſire for ourſelves 
on the fame great Occaſion. Receive his Soul 
to thy unbounded Mercy, and give him, in 
the remaining Minutes of his Life, a com- 
fortable Preſage of this thy Goodneſs to him, 
Whilſt his Underſtanding i is continued to him, 
let it be devoutly employed in Application to 
thee; and take him in the Act of Devotion to 
the joyful Work of praiſing thee without End 
or Interruption. Lighten the Agonies of 
Death to him, and Rrengthen him. to endure 
ſuch as Thou {halt permit to attend bs Di- 
ſolution. Let no Uneaſineſs of Soul, or Tor- 
ture of Body, or Violence of Paſſions, arl- 
ſing from the Union of both, diſturb the en- 
ſuing Separation of them; but grant 1 
; Bale and Peace in his Departure from this 
World, and everiatting Happineſs after it. 
| Accept of Vis Improvement in Virtue during 
the Sealon of Temptation; and accept of that 
Repentance, which He has been enabled to 
make, before this Progreſs of His Diſtemper; 
and as He is now entering on the unalterable 
Stage of his Being, grant lum all the Prepara- 
tives for ſo important a Change, Let Lis 
Mind be calm and refigned, and his Temper 
holy and heavenly, and make him ſuch now 
in al N as He pee and We 1 | 
| [ "alt 5s 


that Ye may be, to all Eternity. Oo Lord, lef 


it be thy Pleaſure to deliver him; make baſte, 
O Lord, to help him, Aſſiſt bim with thy 
Support in the Paſſage, and bleſs him with 
thy Acceptance in the End of it: And grant 


that We, who daily ſee that ig 7s the End 
of all Men, may very ſeriouſly /ay it to Heart, 


and may endeavour, by the ſame Means of 


Holineſs and Piety, to attain to the ſame 


5 great Hopes, through the Merits and Me- 


diation of our Saviour Jeſus Cari, 


Fr the ſame. 


) Lefled Jeſus, who once repreſentedſt 
thyſelf viſibly to thy dying Servant, 

St. Slepben, to ſupport him in the laſt Act 

of his Probation ; Look down, We beſeech 

| thee, with Mercy and Compaſſion on this 

our departing Brother, the Work of thy 


own Hands, and Purchaſe of thy own Blood, 


and enable him to look up with the Eye of 
Faith to thee, and to reap Satisfaction in the 


Proſpect. Thy Sufferings and thy Promiſes, 
as ſet forth in the Goſpel, are at all Times 
the only Grounds of Comfort to miſerable 
Sinners, and more eſpecially at this Time of 


Trial and Diſtreſs. We cannot look for- 


ward with any Degree of Hope to thoſe im- 


5 portant Scaſons, the Hour of Death, and the 
R 3 8 2 
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* Day of Judgment, but by thy gracious Afliſt- : 


ance. O grant it in this Time of Need, and 


hear our Prayers for this thy Servant, who i is 


now haſtening to thy Tribunal, and who puts 
his whole Confidence only in thy Mercy. O 
ſuffer him not to fail of that Happineſs, which 
Thou thyſelf once diedſt to obtain for Him. 
By the Merits of thy own Agony carry hin 
 fafely through his; By thy Croſs and Paſſion | 


blot out the Remembrance of his Offences ; 5 


By thy precious Death and Burial Prepare 


Him patiently to ſubmit to his Change; By 
thy glorious Reſurrection entitle him to the 
fame Hope; and by thy Aſcenſion bring Hin. 
to the ſame State of ory... In this His di- 
tteſſed State, in which He is incapable of 


Relief from any other Power, yet We know 


that He can, and We pray that He may find 

thy all- ſufficient Help both for bis Soul and 
for bis Body; Grant that the former may 
depart in Peace, and the latter may reſt in 
Hope, and both may be joined again in end- 
leſs Joy and Glory. And bring us, We be- 
ſeech thee, in thy own good Time, to the 


_ fame happy and glorious State, through thy 


own all- ſufficient Merits and Mediation. 8 


For 
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. Conſolation on the Death of Friends. 
1 0 -Molt with ad merciful Father: who 
haſt bleſſed us with Comforts, to make 
our Paſſage through Lite more eaſy, and haſt 
| ſurrounded us with Dangers, to make our 
*Conduct through it more careful; Give us 
Grace to uſe the Bleſſings that We are fa- 
voured with, as thoſe who remember the 
Uncertainty. of their Continuance, and the 
-Certainty of that Account which is ſhortly 7 
to be given of them. Make us truly ſenfible 
that We are not worthy the leaſt of thy 
Miercies, whilſt they are continued to us; 
and that Thou doſt ! in Wiſdom and Juſtice 
remove them from us. Prepare us in our 


beſt Days to expect theſe Seafons of Afflic- 
tion, and to behave under them as thoſe who 


believe that they are ſent to us by thy wiſe 


Providence. Bleſs us more particularly with 
thy ſupporting Grace, when Thou toucheſt 
us in our moſt important temporal Concern; 
when Thou takeſt from us our neareſt and 
deareſt Friends. O be Thou our Friend in 
this great Trial of our Patience, when all 


thy own great Gifts, of natural Affection, of 


Reaſon, and of Religion, concur to aggra- 


vate the Diſtreſs, obliging us to feel the Ca- 
- R 3 = lamities 
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lamities of Others, and to admit a compaſ- 


| ſionate Grief for the Loſs that has been ſuſ - 
tained, Make us apply the ſame good Gifts |} 
in the Relief as well as the Expreſſion of | 
our Concern, Give us Grace not to ſorrow 
as thoſe that have nb Hepe, but to moderate 


and expreſs our Grief, as thoſe who firmly 
believe what We profeſs to believe, and who 
rejoice in the Knowledge of thy holy Reve- 


lation. Make us earneſtly aſpire after that 5 


happy Immortality, which We hope (and 


believe) our deceaſed Friend has already At- 
tained; and grant that the very Diſtreſs, 


which is Removal from us occaſions to us, 
may be applied as an uſeful Means to wean 


us more effectually from all worldly Aﬀec- 1 
tions, and to enforce a holy Reſolution of _ 


ſpending the Remainder of our Days in thy 


more immediate Service. Grant that this juſt . 


Sentiment may not wear off with the preſent 
Occaſion, but may be the conſtant ruling 
Sentiment of our Lives; that We may again 
hereafter, in a more durable Station, rejoin 


our former Partners in Piety and Virtue, ane 
may receive with them our joint Reward; . 
where our Affection to particular Perſons will! 
either be ſwallowed up in a total Dedication 


of our Faculties to thee, the great Source of 


all Comfort and Delight; or where, if it 


will 
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will then contribute to our Happineſs, We 
Hall be bleſſed with the moſt perfect Know- 


ledge and Enjoyment of all our pious and 


Virtuous Friends. Diſpoſe of us, We beſeech 
thee, in thy own wiſe and 900d Method; 
but bring us ſecurely in the End to thy glo- 
rious Preſence, through the Merits and Me- 
diation of our Saviour Jeſus Ohriſt. 


Fe. the ſame. ; 
Almighty God, the Diſpenſer of all 


Judgment, and Fountain of all Com- 


_ fort; give us Grace to acknowledge thy over- _ 


ruling Providence in every Diſpentation, and 
to apply to thee for Support in every Dittreſs, 


which thy Wiſdom ſhall think fit to bring 


upon us. In particular, accept the Prayers, | 
which now proceed from Hearts pierced with 


a deep Senſe of Sorrow, and wounded in the 


tendereſt Part of our Nature. Our preſent 


_ Afﬀiction is ſuch as can admit of no Conſo- 
lation to wicked Men, and in which the Beſt 
can reap it only by Application to thy Mercy. 

Hear us then, We beleech thee, in this our 

fore Calamity ; and fince in thy wiſe Deſign 

of preparing us for Eternity, Thou haſt been 
pleaſed ſo to make and place us, as that the 
en preſent Bleſſings that We Enjoy, do 

| "I 4 e 
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but make us capable of the heavier Affliction 85 
When we are deprived of them; ſupport us; - 
Me humbly pray thee, under theſe real and 
great Diſtreſſes. We know the Value of 


* other Bleſſings chiefly by the Loſs of them, 2, 
but That of thy Favour We beſt underſtand 


by the Enjoyment of it. Grant us this 
happy Knowledge by a conſtant Care to 
qualify ourſelves for it ; that We may in no 

Caſe be left remedileſs, but may find ſome _ 
Relief even in an Affliction, which in the 


Nature of it admits of no Reparation. Make A 
even the Death of our Friends inſtrumental _ 


to the Advancement of our ſpiritual Life; 
that We may receive theſe Wounds of our 
Peace as the proper Puniſhment of our 
Sins; may become thereby the more deeply 


M ſenſible of the Inſignificancy of this World, 
| and of the Neceflity of raiſing our Hearts EY 
| and Affections to the uninterrupted Felicity 1 
of the next. Teach us not to diſſemble or 


to be aſhamed of that Regret and Sorrow, 
which We feel at our Separation from thoſe, 

whom the Ties of Relation and of Worth 

had bound ſo cloſely to us, but to limit them 


= only within the Bounds of Reaſon and Re- 


ligion; that they may be conſiſtent with a 
Senſe of our Duty to thee; and with a 

grateful Reg - for the many remaining 
— | 7 2 5 
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| Bleſſings that We ſtill enjoy. Continue, 


We beſeech thee, theſe Bleſſings, and if it 
ſeem good unto thee, increaſe them to thoſe = 


who are fo ſeverely afflicted by this preſent | 


wo Diſpenſation, Comfort the Widow and the 


Fatherleſs, and raiſe them up Friends to 
aſſiſt and direct them in their Support and 
Education; to put them in a Method of be- 


ing uſeful in this World, and principally to 


inſtruct them in their Preparation for another. 
Make us careful to imitate the Virtues and 


- Graces of thoſe that have gone before us, 


and endeavour ourſelves to leave a proper 
Pattern to ſucceeding Generations. And teach 
us all ſo to number our Days, that We may 


apply our Hearts unto M. faom ; may make the 


Proſpect of Happineſs in the next Life our 


chief Comfort in this; and may ſecurely 


attain to it in thy good Time, through the 
Merits and Mediation of our Saviour Jeſus 


5 Chriſt. 


5 Proper 


"Þ' 2 50 1 
Gy Proper Colle alen from the Lit urg 9, 


which may be uſed with any ' of the : 
3 for the Sick. - = 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, WY at hs firſt 
Coming, didit ſend thy Meſſenger to 
prepare thy Way before thee; Grant that the 
Miniſters and Stewards of thy Myſteries may 

| likewiſe ſo prepare and make ready thy Way, 

by turning the Hearts of the Diſobedient to 


the Wiſdom of the Juſt; that at thy ſecond | 


Coming to judge the World, We may be 
found an acceptable People in thy Sight, 

V bo liveſt and reigneſt with the Father and 

the Holy Spirit, ever one God, World with⸗ 
out End. Amen. . 


O Lord, We beſeech thee, 'mercifully to 
| receive the Prayers of thy People, which 
call upon thee: and grant that they may 

both perceive and know what things They 


cought to do, and alſo may have Grace and 


Power faithfully to fulfil the ſame, through 0 
5 Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen, . * 


A mighty and everlaſting God, who doſt 
govern all things in Heaven and Earth; 
Mercifally hear the Supplications of thy 
FRO 4 and es us wy Peace all the Dans. 7 
0 


” Proper Collects from the Liturgy. 2 * 
e our Life, Orgy: W Chriſt our Lord. 


Amen. e 


0 "= We bade thes e ts 


. hear the Prayers of thy People, has | 
We, who are juſtly puniſhed for our Offences, 


may be merciſully delivered by thy Goodneſs, 
for the Glory of thy Name, through Jeſus 


_ Chriſt our Saviour, who liveth and reigneth 
With thee and the Holy Ghoſt, ever one 
God, World Without End. Amen, 


\ God, "the Strength of al them that put 5 
their Truſt in thee, mercifully accepft 
our Prayers; and becauſe through the 


: W eakneſs of our mortal Nature We can do 
no good thing without thee, grant us the 


Help of thy Grace, that in keeping thy 
Commandments, We may pleaſe thee, both | 
in Will and Decd, nden 200 Chriſt our 


5 Lord. Amen, 7 
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thou haſt given an hearty Deſire to pray, 


may by thy mighty Aid be defended and 
_ comforted in all Dangers and Adverſities, 


f through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


Lord, We Leech thee, ec to 


hear us, and grant that We to whom 


Let 


— 


* . Proper Collects from the Liturgy. © 


T ET thy merciful Ears, O Lord, be 
4 open to the Prayers of thy humble 


| Servant : and that they may obtain their | 
Petitions, make them to aſk ſuch things as 
ſhall pleaſe thee, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. Amen. 


0 Aue and everlaſting God, who art 


always more ready to hear, than We {| 


pray, and art wont to give more than 


: pet We defire or deſerve; pour down upon | 
us the Abundance of thy Mercy; forgiving | 
us thoſe things, whereof our Conſcience is 
afraid, and giving us thoſe good things, 
which We are not worthy to aſk but thro' 
the Merits and Mediation of Jeſus Chrift 
* Son our Lond. Amen. 


O God, our Refuge and guengch, a | 


art the Author of all Godlineſs, Be : 


: ready, We beſeech thee, to hear the Sent. 
Prayers of thy Church, and grant that thoſe 


Things, which We aſk faithfully, We may 


obtain effectually, oven Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. Amen. 


God, merciful Father, that deſpiet 


not the ſighing of a contrite Heart, nor 
the Deſire of ſuch as be forrowful ; merci- 


fully aſſiſt our Saud that We make ha 
ee 
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this: in all our Troubles and Adverſities, 


wWuhenſoever they oppreſs us; and graciouſly 
hear us, that thoſe Evils, which the Craft 

and Subtilty of the Devil or Man worketh _ 

agiainſt us, be brought to Nought, and by 


the Providence of thy Goodneſs they may 
be diſperſed; that We thy Servants being 


preſerved from ſevere Trials, or ſupported under 

_ them, may evermore give Thanks unto thee. 
in iy holy Church, through * Chriſt 

„ ur Lord. Amen. 


W E kumbly beſevch thee, 0 Father; 
2 mercifully to look upon our Infirmi- 
ties: and for the Glory of thy Name, turn from 
2 us all thoſe Evils, that We moſt righteouſly 
Z have deſerved; and grant that in all our 
Troubles We may put our whole Truſt and 


Confidence in thy Mercy, and evermore 


ſerve thee in Holineſs and Pureneſs of 
living, to thy Honour and Glory, through 
our only Mediator and Advocate, Jeſus Chriſt 


our Lord. Amen. 


604d, the. Crater and Preſerver of all 


fre all Sorts and Conditions of Men, that 
thou wouldſt be pleaſed to make thy Ways 
known unto them, thy ſaving Health unto 


all Nations. More el) pecially We pray for the 


good 


5 ' Mankind. We humbly beſeech thee 
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good Eſtate of the Catholick Church, that it 
may beſo guided and governed by thy good 
Spirit, that all who profeſs and call them- 


ſelves Chriſtians, may be led into the Way 
of Truth, and hold the Faith in Unity of 


Spirit, in the Bond of Peace, and in Righ- 
teouſneſs of Life. Finally We commend 
to thy Fatherly Goodneſs all thoſe, who are 
any Ways afflicted or diſtreſſed in Mind, . 
Body or Eſtate [eſpecially thoſe for whom our 
Prayers are deſired] that it may pleaſe thee 


to comfort and relieve them, according to 
their ſeveral Neceſſities, giving them Patience 


under their Sufferings, and a happy Iſſue out 
of all their Afflictions. And this We beg — 4 


for of 85 Chriſt's Sake. Amen. 


\ Loighty and everlaſting God, merci- 
fully look upon our Takroities.” and 
in all our Dangers and Neceſſities, ſtretch 

forth thy right Hand to help and defend 

9 us, | et Jeſus Chrift our Lord. Auen. 


God, who knoweſt us to be 6+ in | the 

Midſt of fo many and great Dangers, | 
5 that by Reaſon of the Frailty of our Nature, | 
We cannot always ſtand upright, Grant to {| 
us ſuch Strength and Protection, as may 
lupport us In all Dangers, and carry us 
through 
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through all Temptations, through * 


Chriſt our Lord, Amen. . 
God. whoſe bleſſed EY was. F 


that He might deſtroy the Works of 


the Devil, and make us the Sons of God, 


and Heirs of eternal Life : Grant us, We 


beſeech thee, that having this Hope, We 


may purify ourſelves, even as He is pure; 
that when He ſhall appear again with Power 
and great Glory, We may be made like 

unto him in his eternal and glorious Kingdom, 


: where with thee, O Father, and thee, O 


Holy Ghoſt, He liveth and reigneth, ever 


: one God, world without End. Amen. 


Lord God, ws ſeeſt that We put not 
our Truſt in any thing that We do: 


mercifully grant that by thy Power We may 


be defended againſt all Adverſity, thro Jeſus 


Chriſt our Lord. Amen, 


Lmighty PE] everlaſting God, who 
hateſt nothing that Thou haſt m: rue, 
and doſt forgive the Sins of all them that 
are penitent, create and make in us new and 


cContrite Hearts: that We wor thily lament- 
ing our Sins, and acknowledging our Wretch- 
edneſs, may obtain of thee, the God of all 


Mercy, perfect Remiſſion and Forgivenels, 
through Jeſus C Chriſt e our Lord. Amen... 


Almighty 


bs * Proper Coles from the Liturgy. 
Lmighty God, who ſeeſt that We have 


LD no Tet of ourſelves to help ourſelves: 
"keep us both outwardly in our Bodies, and 


inwardly in our Souls, that We may be de- 
fended from all Adverſities which may hap- 


pen to the Body, and from all evil Thoughts 
which may aſſault and hurt the Soul, thro ; 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


Gan We | beſeech tas. Alvighty God, ; 2 


1 that We, who for our evil Deeds do 
worthily deſerve to be puniſhed, by the Com- 


fort of thy Grace, may mercifully be re- 
= lieved, through our Lord and Saviour s 
1 Chriſt. Amen. : 1 


IE tele * Cs God, mer- 
17 cifully to look upon thy People, that--- 
by thy great Goodneſs they may be governed 


and preſerved evermore, both in Body and | 


5 Soul, eee Jau Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


i Lmighty God, who end thy only 
1 begotten Sos. Jeſus Chriſt haſt over- 
come Death, and opened unto us the Gate 


of cverlaſting Life; We humbly beſeech 
thee, that as by thy ſpecial Grace preventing | 


8, thou doſt put into our Minds good De- 


fires, ſo by thy continual Help We may 5 


bring the lame to Sood Ettect, through Jeſus 


— ; 


Proper Caller. Sony oh Liturgy. 2 57 
; Chriſt our Lord, who liveth and reigneth | 


with Thee and the Holy Ghoſt ever one God, ”— 


_= World without End. Amen. 


\ Almighty God, "who alone canſt order 
the unruly Wills and Affections of fin- 
ful Men; Grant unto thy People, that they 


may love the Things which Thou command- 


eſt, and deſire that which Thou doſt promiſe; 


that ſo among the ſundry and manifold Dan- ” 


gers of the World, our Hearts may furely | 


there be fixed, where true Joys are to — 0 


found, thro Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 15 


11551 who never fulleſt 60 > help and go- 
vern them, whom Thou doſt bring up 


5 in thy ſtedfaſt Fear and Love; keep us, Ve 
talc thee, under the Protection of thy 


good Providence, and make us to have a 


_ perpetual Fear and Love of thy Holy Name, 
e Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen, 1 


Glad: the Protector of all that EP 10 


thee, without whom Nothing is ſtrong, = 


Nothing i is holy; increaſe and multiply upon 


us thy Mercy ; that Thou being our Ruler 


and Guide, We may ſo pals through Things 


— temporal, that We finally loſe not the Things 
eternal. Grant this, O Heavenly Father, for 


J Chriſt s Sake our Lord. Amen. 
8 ee * 0 God, : 


2 25 8 Proper Collett from the Liturgy. 


Ra, We humbly beſeech thee to put away 
from us all hurtful Things, and to give us 


thoſe Things, which be profitable for us, 
: through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. C 


A Lmighty and moſt-mercifal God, of thy 
4141 bountiful Goodneſs keep us, We be- 
5 ſeech thee, from all things that may hurt us; 


| that We being ready both in Body and Soul. 


\ God, whoſe never-failing Providence 
| ordereth all Things both in Heaven and —— 


may cheerfully accompliſh els; thing "a 


which Thou wouldſt have done, through : 
Low Chriſt our Lord. Annen. IF 


C Lord, We beſeech thee, ancerifally hear 8 


_ our P rayers ; and ſpare all thoſe who 


confeſs their Sins unto Thee, that they, whoſe 


Conſciences by Sin are accuſed, by thy mer- 


ciful Pardon may be abſolved, through Chriſt : 
our Lord. Amen, 


O Moſt mi hip God, and oe F ather, Hi 
who halt Compaſſion upon all Men, 
and hateſt Nothing that Thou haſt made; 
who wouldſt not « Death of a Sinner, but i 
that He ſhould rather turn from his Sin, and 

be ſaved; mercifully forgive us our Treſpaſſes; 
Receive and comfort us, who are grieved 
and wearied with the Burden of our Sins 
5 ZR n 


"or Collefts FRO the Ling. 2 59 : 


Thy Property is always to have Mercy; to 
| Thee only it appertaineth to forgive Sins. 
Spare us therefore, good Lord, ſpare thy Peo- 


ple, whom thou haſt redeemed; Eater not 


into Judgment with thy Servants, who are 7 f 
vile Earth and miſerable Sinners; but ſo 
turn thine Anger from us, who meekly ac- 


knowledge our Vileneſs, and truly repent us 


of our Faults; and ſo make haſte to help us A 
in this World, that We may ever live with 


tthee in the World to Ones. oo Jeſus 5 
- 5 Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 5 5 


\U R N Thou x us, 0 4 na 13 0 | 
| ſhall We be turned. Be favourable, 


— 0 Lord, be favourable to thy People, who 


turn to Thee in weeping, faſting and praying. 


Ls For Thou art a merciful God, full of Com- 


paaſſion, long-ſuffering, and of great Pity. 
Thou ſpareſt when We deſerve Puniſhment, 


and in thy Wrath thinkeſt upon Mercy. DE 
Spare thy People, good Lord, ſpare them, 


and let not thine Heritage be brought to 


Confuſion. Hear us, O Lord, for thy Mer- - 


cy is great; and after the Multitude of thy 
Mercies look upon us, through the Merits 


and Mediation of thy bleſſed Son, Jeſus 1 


Chriſt our Lord. Aen. 


Al mighty 


4 6 0 Proper Collects from the Liturgy. 
. A and everlaſting God, by whoſe 


Spirit the whole Body of the Church 9 


3 35 Reet, and ſanctified; receive our Sopzß- 


plications and Prayers, which we offer be- 


fore thee for all Eſtates of Men in thy Holy 
Church, that every Member of the ſame in 


His Vocation and Miniſtry, may truly and 
godly ſerve Thee, through our Lord and Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. | 


Lmighty God, Who haſt « given us Cre 


A 


our common Supplications unto Thee, and 5 


at this Time with one Accord to make _ 


doſt promiſe that when Two or Three are OO 


gathered together in thy Name Thou wilt 


grant their Requeſts, Fulfil now, O Lord, 7 
the Deſires and Petitions of thy Servants, ww... 


may be moſt expedient for them, granting 


us in this World Knowledge of thy Truth, 


and in the World to come Life everlaſting, : 


—_ 28 (C 62 


HE Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chrit, | 
and the Love of God, and the F ellow⸗ 9 
ſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, be with us all 


evermore. Amen. 
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